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King: Peace treaty 

follows resolution of 
common agenda issues 

Jordan hopes for progress on 
other tracks leading to 
comprehensive Mideast peace 


PARIS (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hnssein 
Wednesday said that a Jorda- 
nian Israeli peace treaty 
could be signed soon follow- 
ing the completion of nego- 
tiations on all important 
issues contained in the com- 


ic reporters in 
Paris after meeting at the 
Elysee Palace with French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, King Hussein said that 
when the Jordanian and 
Israeli teams end all the 
negotiations there wQl be a 
peace treaty crowning the 
process. 

“We hope that there will 
also be progress along the 
other tracks so that the 


On whether his talks with 
die French president covered 
the lifting of the UN embargo 
on Iraq, the King said: “We 
discussed a wide range of 
topics. I consider President 
Mitterrand an old friend 
whan I deeply respect as a 
brother who proved his stand 
in the difficult circumstances 
which Jordan had faced in the 


“I sincerely hope that the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people 
will end soon and hope to see 
Iraq serving as part of the 
world community and part of 
die peace in the Middle East 
region.” 

On French economic aid to 



His Majesty King Hussein waves as he is 
Banked by French President Francois Mitter- 


Wednesday (AFP photo) 
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can be attained,” the King 
said. 

: “As for Jordan, we are 
.involved m a negotiating pro- 
cess that promises well in 
view of the good atmosphere 
‘ — but there is a lot of issues 
are stiH to be addressee - ' 
^before we arrive at the sign- 
ing of a peace treaty,” die 
King said. 

“The methods followed on 
the other trades entailed first 
signing a document, then die 
negotiations took place, but 
we choose to start with the 
negotiations first to reach fin- 
al solutions before attaining a 
peace treaty,” King Hussein 
added. 


France cancels $4.6m of debt 

PARIS (AFP) — France has decided to cancel 25 million 
francs ($4.6 million) of Jordan's debt by converting it into 
vocational training programmes. Economics Minister 
Edmond Alphandexy announced Wednesday. 

At the end of a luncheon for King Hnssein hosted by 
Prime Minister Edouard Bmlladur, Mr. Aiphandery said 
that be would also brief the King on the draft Franco- 
Jordanian financial protocol for next year, bearing on an 
amount “on the order of 80 million francs.” 

In addition, be said he would propose having the French 
Treasury take part in financing cooperation agreements 
between French and Jordanian companies. “Here too, we 
will provide an interesting contribution,” he said. 

Mr. Aiphandery, who held a working meeting with King 
Hnssein Wednesday afternoon, commented that “We're 
going to make a very exceptional effort to reflect Jordan's 
role in the peace process and also to take account of the 
observance of Jordan's commitments to the Club of Paris.” 
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, who also attended 
tiie luncheon, noted that France “had made a very great 
effort on resdiedolmg” Jordan's foreign debt last June 
within the Chib of Paris. “France played a considerable 
role in the total debt forgiveness, accounting for 22 per 
cent,” he said. 

Mr. Juppe added that France ted been “highly satisfied 
with tiie recent Israeli-Jordanian declaration. He said “It 
is an important step along the road to peace, and we 
welcome it” 


Turkish businessmen 
sign Iraq deal 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Turkish 
businessmen have signed a 
protocol to cooperate with 
Iraq in trade, industry, trans- 
port and communication, tiie 
official Iraqi News Agency 
INA reported Wednesday. 
The businessmen represent- 
ing Turkey’s chambers of 
commerce and Industry inked 
the deal with Iraq industry 
ministry undersecretary 
Abdul Kader Abdul Rahman, 
said INA, monitored in Nico- 
sia. The protocol also pro- 
vides for the creation of a 
joint chamber of commerce. 
The 60-stroog delegation left 
> Iraq on Tuesday after a four- 
day visit, pledging to work 
for an end to the U.N. 
embargo on Baghdad that 
has been in force since the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990, INA reported. 

Germany open* mistion 
in autonomy area 

JERICHO. West Bank (AF) 
— Germany on Wednesday 
opened a representative 
office in Jericho, the first 
country to set up a mission in 
the Palestinian autonomy 
areas. The office will mainly 
oversee the spending of Ger- 
man aid to tiie Palestinians, 

some $200 million through 
1998, said Theodor Wallau, 
director-general of the Ger- 
man foreign ministry. “This 
i? neither an embassy nor a 
consulate ” said Mr. Wallau, 

referring to tiie danse in tiie 
Israefi-ttdesthrian autonomy 
“ootd under which Israel re- 
control of Palesti- 
foreign policy. Saeb 
{jrakat, a minister in the 
p «estinian self-rule govera- 
**“01, said he hoped the 
°P e t6ngaitiie mission would 

] CVe 0tuaHy higfaer- 

jcjel representation. “As 
. ratestmians, we have taken 
* wry few steps on a very long 
SSf*” Mr. Erakar told about 
z? 0 guests attending the 
opening ceremony. “The in- 
a Pguratk>n of tiie German 
Passion one of such steps. I 
hope the day will come when 
^ will be inaugurating a 

Germany embassy in the 
Palestinian capital.” 


Rabin threatens halt 
to authority transfer 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
will hah any further transfers 
of power in the West Bank if 
the Palestinian authority does 
not move against violence by 
Islamic extremists. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Wednesday. 

“Security considerations 
will be the dominant factor in 
deciding the timing,” Mr. 
Rabin said. The two sides 
have yet to agree on a timet- 
able for the agreement signed 
this week to transfer health, 
education, social services and 
taxation in the West Bank to 
the setf-rulc government. 


Officials said they did not 
expect the Palestinians to 
stamp oat all violence, but at 
least make the maximum 
effort to jail the assailants. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand said that Israel 
has given Palestinian author- 
ities the names of suspects 
Israel believes were behind 
the most recent slayings. 

“I haven't heard of anyone 
being brought to court or 
justice,” the minister from 
the dovish Meretz bloc told 
the Associated Press. 

(Cootmocd mi page 12) 


IRA declares Complete’ ceasefire 


Majali: Jordan seeks 
compatible peace 


BELFAST (Agencies) — 
The outlawed Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA) Wednesday 
announced a “complete 
cessation” of violence in 
Northern Ireland beginning 
midnight, paving the way for 
a possible end to 25 years of 
sectarian bloodshed. 

The historic ceasefire, 
announced in a statement re- 
leased here, was unambi- 
guous, unconditional and 
open-ended, observers said. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major said in a state- 
ment be was “greatly encour- 
aged” by the IRA declara- 
tion. “But we need to be 
dear that this is indeed in- 
tended to be a permanent 
renundatioc-cf violence, that 
is to say, for good,” Mr. 
Major said. 

Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds called the 
announcement ‘ ‘unequivoc- 
al,” saying “wc are on tiie 
brink of a new beginning ... 
Ireland is entering a new 
era.” 

The IRA statement said 
“there will be a complete 
cessation of military opera- 
tions ... all our units have 
been instructed accordingly. 

“We are ... entering into a 
new situation in a spirit of 
determination and confi- 
dence that the injustices 
which created this conflict 
will be removed,” said the 
IRA statement. 

The Northern Ireland con- 
flict has claimed 3,167 lives 
and left some 36,500 injured 
in a Quarter century of secta- 
rian Killings. 

The ceasefire announce- 
ment, which had been ex- 
pected for 48 hours, would 
appear to satisfy the demands 
of last December’s Anglo- 
Irish declaration which 
offered the IRA's political 
wing Sinn Feb a place m 
peace talks once the out- 
lawed IRA permanently re- 
nounced violence. 


That pact, known as the 
Downing Street Declaration, 
said Sinn' Fein would be 
embraced b the peacemak- 
ing fold once the ceasefire 
endured at least three 
months. 

The declaration also stipu- 
lated that the people of 
Northern Ireland, which is 
now predominantly Protes- 
tant, would ultimately deter- 
mine whether the province 
remains part of the United 
Kingdom, or reverts to the 
Irish Republic. 

There was a swift response 
from the loyalist paramilitary 
groups, who gave no faint that 
they would nalt their own 
violence. 

The Combined Loyalist 
Military Command — the 
umbrella group which in- 
cludes the outlawed Ulster 
Freedom Fighters and the 
Ulster Volunteer Force — 
said, “the CLMC wish to 
make it clear that we will not 
be dancing to the pan- 
nationalist tone.” 

It urged Democratic Un- 
ionist Party leader the Rev 
Ian Paisley and Ulster Union- 
ist leader James Molyneaux 
to meet with British Prime 
Minister John Major and re- 
turn to Northern Ireland to 
“let our people know the 
troth.” 

However, observers were 
optimistic over the CLMC 
reaction. The Protestant mili- 
tants have previously dismis- 
sed such ceasefire announce- 
ments as traps. 

“I hope the authors of tiie 
statement mean what they 
say — that it is a permanent, 
total, oomplete cessation of 
terrorism," said Mr. 
Motyneanx, who was sche- 
duled to meet with Mr. Ma- 
jor mid-afternoon. 

The IRA would have to 
hand over tbeir weapons, he 
said, adding, “How are they 
gong to justify retaining the 
weapons of war if they have 


stopped the war. That is the 
question the IRA have got to 
answer.” 

Ulster Unionist MP Wi- 
liam Ross of Londonderry 
said his reaction was “deep, 
deep suspicion,” adding that 
anyone who took the IRA’s 
ceasefire statement at face 
value would be “very foolish 
bdeed.” 

The IRA announcement 
“talks about complete cessa- 
tion of military operations, it 
doesn't say that cessation is 
permanent,” said Mr. Ross. 

Gerry Adams, preadent of 
the IRA’s Sinn Fein political 
wbg, said the ceasefire “cre- 
ated an unprecedented 
opportunity which brings 
Anglo-Irish relations to a de- 
cisive point. 

“It is an historic day,” he 
said. “John Major and the 
leaders of (Protestant) Un- 
ionism should seize the mo- 
ment.” 

He said Sinn Fein would be 
looking for an immediate re- 
sponse from die British gov- 
ernment that would include 
the lifting of the broadcasting 
ban on Sinn Feb members 
introduced in October 1988. 

Even before the declara- 
tion. there bad been positive 
signs that it would be taken 
seriously, including an 
announcement by the U.S. 
government that it was pre- 
pared to pimip millions of 
dollars of aid into the pro- 
vince to rebuild its crippled 
infrastructure and economy 

President Clinton spoke by 
telephone Wednesday with 
Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds and British Prime 
Minister John Major soon 
after .the Irish Republican 
Army declared a ceasefire, 
the White House said. 

Mr. Clinton made the calls 
from Martha's Vineyard 
where he is vacationing, 
apparently from a sports util- 
ity vehicle m his motorcade. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
has said that democracy, com- 
prehensive security and region- 
al cooperation baised on com- 
patibility of living standards for 
all peoples of the area are the 
pillars of peace which Jordan is 

seeking. 

“Lasting peace is a product 
of tiie grassroots and they 
should fully identify with its 
gams and pains,” Dr. Majali 
said in a speech he delivered 
Tuesday at the Los Angeles 
World Affairs Council. 

The prime minister said that 
“each party should present a 
convincing ledger to its people 
in order to show them that 
peace will leave them better 
off.” 

Dr. Majali. in a lecture tour 
b the United States, told the 
Los Angeles council that Jor- 
dan is seeking a peace which 
future generations would accept 
and protect. 

“Our ceaseless quest for 
peace does not derive its 
strength from purely philo- 
sophical tendencies,” he said, 
adding that “our story in Jor- 
dan has been a continuous 
strife to walk the critical line 
that separates between survival 
and decent living, between 
cold war and regional antagon- 
ism, and between war and 
peace.” 

Dr. Majali held Israel re- 
sponsible for the slow progress 
in the Jordanian-Israeli track 
of the negotiations after sign- 


ing the agenda for the talks in 
Washington on Sept. 14 last 
year, saying Israel “insisted on 
violating the common agen- 
da.” 

He said Israel wanted to 
negotiate boundaries as part of 
a peace treaty though the agen- 
da stipulated the boundary 
issue was among the items 
which once resolved would cul- 
minate in a peace treaty. 

To get the talks moving, be 
said, Jordan proposed that the 
two countries sign agreements 
over issues that they succeed in 
resolving after Israel rejected 
an earlier proposal that would 
consider the resolving of the 
boundary issue “a constructive 
step towards the cultivation of 
a peace treaty.” 

The prime minister said the 
“honesty and openness” of His 
Majesty King Hussein rallied 
public opinion behind the 
progress registered in the 
Jordanian-Israeli track of the 
negotiations. 

“Before progress was reg- 
istered on the Jordanian track 
this summer, his Majesty King 
Hussein alerted the Jordanian 
people of what was coming. 
His honesty and openness ral- 
lied the public behind him in 
this matter,” Dr. Majali said. 

Hie prime minister noted 
that King Hussein's visit to 
Washington in July signalled 
the entrance of the Jordanian- 
Israeli track into a new era, 
free of fear and myth. (For fnH 
text of the speech, see page 7). 


Jordan to attend 
Cairo conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Wednesday officially 
announced that it will partici- 

S in the U.N. World 
lation Conference to be 
in Cairo between Sept. 5 
and 13. An official delegation 
led by Labour Minister 
Khaled Ghzawi will represent 
Jordan at the meeting. 

The announcement was 
made by Mr. Ghzawi during 
a meeting chaired by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma and attended by the 
Jordanian delegation mem- 
bers and a number of officials 
concerned with population 
issues in the private and pub- 
lic sectors. 

Addressing the meeting, 
held at the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development, 
Princess Basma said that Jor- 
dan deals with all population 
issues m a manner that con- 
forms to the Islamic faith,' 
Islamic teachings, traditions 
and Jordanian values. 

The Jordanian delegation' 
to tiie conference, she said, 
would focus attention on 
Jordanian efforts to pursue 
development and protect the 


family and the environment. 

Mr. Ghzawi reviewed the 
Jordanian working paper to 
be submitted to the confer- 
ence reaffirming that its con- 
tents would constitute the 
terms of reference for the 
Jordanian delegation as it re- 
flects the official Jordanian 
position regarding 
population-related policies. 

The working paper, he 
said, addresses three aspects 
related to comprehensive de- - 
velopment of population acti- 
vities. 

The first aspect, he noted, 
deals with Jordan's political 
concern at the private and the 
public sector levels in all acti- 
vities related ro population. ■ 
The second covers the princi- 
ples in which Jordan believes. 

According to the minister 
the third aspect of the Jorda- 
nian paper reflects the King- 
dom’s commitment to ensur- 
ing the provision of health, 
education, social, economic 
and other services to the pub- 
lic. He said this also includes 
women's right to participate 
in socio-economic develop- 
ment (See stories on page 2). 


Was Carlos ever in Amman? 


By Nenneea Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Did the 
famous Rich Ramirez San- 
chez, better known in the 
West as “Carlos the Jack- 
al,” ever live in Amman 
duriqg his years of sojourn 
m the Middle East? 

Government and security 
officials would not be 
drawn into answering this 
question, but according to 
eyewitnesses, “Carios” was 
regularly seen in Amman 
during a certain period be- 
tween 1991 and 1992, 
although one of them knew 
who he actually was at the 
time. 

Hie Jordanian officials 
would neither confirm nor 
deny that “Carios” was 
ever in Amman, saying 
only that those witnesses 
who “saw” him might have 
in fact seen “look aiikes.” 

But eyewitnesses appear 
sure that they positively 
identified the picture that 
was published following 
Carios’ arrest in Sudan as 
that of the man they had 
known and talked to 
around town- 

“It is him, Z have no 
doubt in my mind,” says a 
44-vear-dd businessman, 


after identifying the picture 
of “Carios” as that of a 
middle-aged man who 
often sat at a corner in one 
of Jabal Amman’s res- 
taurants. 

The man went by the 
name of Mourad Aziz, tiie 
same name that interna- 
tional reports d aimed was 
his while in Amman, 
according to Mr. K. and 
other sources. 

“Mr. Aziz” who at times 
said he was an “Arab diplo- 
mat” and at other times 
“university professor” or 
snnpty a “wandering intel- 
lectual” did “not look like 
a murderer or terrorist to 
me,” Mr. K says. “He was 
so sophisticated and charm- 
ing that it was bard to 
imagine lum was a ruthless 
man.” 

Hard information about 
what “Carlos” did in Am- 
man, and for how long he 
stayed here, was difficult to 
obtain, although those who 
know “Aziz” rather well 
believed be lived in an 
apartment in the hilly 
Rabia area, between 
Shmeisani and Jabal Am- 
man. 

An “acquaintance,” who 
spoke to the Jordan Times 
on condition of anonymity. 


says the man she knew and 
mixed with as an Arab di- 
plomat avoided talking ab- 
out politics generally but 
had once mentioned to her 
that he did at one point in 
his life receive military 
training in Cuba. 

“He said that he knew 
(Cuban President) Castro 
and had trained with the 
special forces in Cuba,” the 
woman said. “It was prob- 
ably stnpd of me not to 
have paid particular atten- 
tion to that piece of fact,” 
she added ruefully. 

Eyewitnesses at the Jabal 
Amman restaurant which 
he frequented remember 
that Carios, who would ask 
friends to call him “Abu 
Efias”, used to bring “IBs 
wife” and little “daughter” 
there. “His daughter al- 
ways carried her doll with 
her and he used to give her 
a lot of attention.'’ 

None of the acquaint- 
ances could remember the 
name of the wife or daugh- 
ter especially that she sud- 
denly stopped showing up 
at the restaurant and “Abu 
Elias” started frequenting 
the place with other young 
women who, be claimed, 
were his “cousins.” 

Eventually, however, his 


“cousins" dwindled to just 
one who apparently stayed 
with him for the rest of the 
time in Amman. This 
friend, later identified by 
the Lebanese A1 Hawadeth 
magazine as his wife, was 
called “Lana.” 

A French newspaper on 
Tuesday published what it 
said was an interview with 
Carlos, in which he said 
that he was “primarily a 
family man.” 

“I do not understand, my 
character is simple, I am 
above all a family man,” 
Carlos was quoted as 
saying. “My wife and 
daughter live m the most 
normal fashion in a house 
just next door to my 
mother.” 

Carlos, according to this 
“interview” was apparently 
unhappy with reports that 
he was an “alcoholic and a 


“Why are they trying to 
pass me off as an alcoholic? 
All this is false, I have 
never been a drinker,” the 
report quoted him as 
saying. 

The “a c qu aint a nc es” in 
Amman remember 
“Murad Aziz” as someone 
“who appreciated good 


food, good wine and the 
good fire,” as one of them 
put it. 

But none of them re- 
membered lum as a heavy 
drinker or someone who 
behaved strangely towards 
people. 

“He was a very classy 
man,” one eyewitness said. 
“He used to greet women 
by kissing then hands and 
. always behaved like he was 
a man of the world." 

He often approached 
people during dinner at the 
Jabal Amman restaurant 
and asked them whether 
they liked what they 
ordered and whether they 
recommend that he order 
the same thing. 

On the other hand, at 
least two people remember 
lum frequenting a four-star 
hotel’s fitness centre or its 
swimming pool. 

“I remember him as a 
flamboyant 40-plus man 
who was always accompa- 
nied by a petite brunette,'’ 

a 35-year-old company em- 
ployee says. "He even 
sometimes carried that 
woman on his shoulders 

and walked around the 
swimming pool,” says the 
woman, who also asked not 
to be identified by name. 



Carios the Jackal 

“I remember that we 
used to have an Iraqi cus- 
tomer who came to the 
fitness centre at that time 
and said be was an Arab 
professor teaching at Jor- 
dan University, out I am 
not sure that this is the 


same man, a senior em- 
ployee at the hotel told the 
Jordan Times. 

“It is possible that the 
man was none other than 
Carlos the Jackal. Bui if be 
was... my God, he certainly 
fooled me.” 
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Lebanon joins list of nations 
boycotting Cairo conference 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri has said Lebanon 
would not participate in next 
week’s U.N. Population Con- 
ference in Egypt, the third 
Arab country to snub the 
meeting. 

“The Council of Ministers 
has decided not to participate 
in this conference,” Mr. 
Hariri told reporters after a 
cabinet meering Tuesday 
night. 

He did not give a reason 
for the decision. But the 
U.N. International Confer- 
ence on Population and De- 
velopment, which opens 
Monday in Cairo, has not 
created any controversy here 
as ii did in other countries. 

The meeting is intended to 
develop policies that would 
slow the world population — 
growing at an all-time high of 


have withdrawn their delega- 

Lebanon’s 4 million 
population is 45 per cent 
Christian and the rest Mus- 
lim. It is one of the most 
liberal countries in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Mr. Hariri is a billionaire 
who also holds Saudi 
citizenship. His government 
is hdping for Saudi financial 
help in its reconstruction 


its draft resolutions violated 
Islamic teachings. 

Sudan like Lebanon, joined 
the boycott. 

On the other hand. Zim- 
babwe’s Catholics backed 
their bishops on Wednesday 


drive after the 1975-90 civil 


90 million people a year — 
and encourage development, 
especially in Third World 
countries. 

But a 113-page draft 
‘programme of action” has 
drawn wide criticism from the 
Vatican and Muslim hardlin- 
ers because it encouraged 
birth control. Muslims also 
have charged that the draft 

homosexuality and premarit- 
al sex which are forbidden 
under Islamic Sharia, or law. 

Sudan and Saudi Arabia 


The decision to stay away 
from the conference was seen 
as a possible attempt to avoid 
getting embroiled in the con- 
troversy and angering the 
Saudis. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait 
Wednesday said it will stick 
to its decision to attend the 
World Population Confer- 
ence in Cairo despite a Saudi 
boycott. 

A ministry of planning 
spokesman told the newspap- 
er Kuwait Times that the 
emirate would however “only 
support solutions to popula- 
tion problems that are com- 
patible with Islamic injunc- 
tions and ethics." 

Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, the 
mufti of Saudi Arabia, has 
appealed to all Islamic coun- 
tries to follow his country's 
example and boycott the con- 
ference on the grounds that 


saying it sought to limit Afri- 
ca’s population and "murder 
the unborn child.” 

“instead of economic jus- 
tice. we are being given dona- 
tions with stringent condi- 


tions to cut down our num- 
bers and murder the unborn 
child.” Zimbabwe's Catholic 
Commission of the Laity , 


Two weeks ago the Catho- 
lic bishops in the largely 
Christian country of 10 mil- 
lion blasted the conference 
opening in Egypt’s capital on 
Monday, saying it condoned 
casual sexual affairs and free 


A guide to population 
conference in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — A U.N. con- 
ference on population and 
development, opening in 
Cairo on Monday, has 
aroused passions among reli- 
gious conservatives. 

Here is a guide to the 
conference, its objectives, 
the mechanics of it and the 
current state of the central 
document which the 20,000 
delegates will discuss. 

Question: What is the pur- 
pose of the Cairo confer- 


Answer: The United Na- 
tions has been holding a con- 
ference on population every 
10 years. The previous two 
were in Mexico City in 1984 
and Bucharest in 1974. The 
aim this rime is to reach 
international consensus on a 
20-year “programme of sc- 
ion” which would have the 
iffect of holding the popula- 
tion of the world to 7.27 
billion people in the year 
2015 and 7.8 billion in 2050, 
from 5.65 billion in June this- 
year. The programme goes 
way beyond birth control 
alone to include the status of 
women, education, sexually 
transmitted diseases, health 
care, population distribution 
and migration. 

O' Will the programme of 
i.ctiOii be a treaty? 

A; No. the programme will 
’Ot be binding. Each state is 
Tree to express reservations 
on any part of the text, but 
most states want the text to 
i.*e as widely accepted as 
possible. 

Q: Why did the United 
rations choose Cairo? 

A: The Egyptian govern- 
ment lobbied to act as host 
•or the conference. The Un- 
ited Nations accepted its ap- 
plication partly in recognition 
?i the success of Egypt's own 
family planning programme 
p: rtly because Egypt is a 
g'-od example of a country 
which still has a serious 
population problem. 

Q: What will happen at the 


a meeting in New York in 
April. Most of the text has 
already been agreed but the 
lobbying on the remaining 
controversial sections is ex- 
pected to be lively. In parallel 
with the conference of dele- 
gates from governments, 
hundreds of non- 
governmental orgnisations 
will meet nearby. 

Q: Why has the draft prog- 
ramme of action aroused 
such passions among reli- 
gious groups? 

A: By its nature, the docu- 
ment must try to please all 
parties. It does not endorse 
any particular model for the 
family or set norms for sexual 
behaviour. It recognises that 
laws and customs differ from 
one country to another. 
Some religious conservatives, 
especially in the Muslim and 
Roman Catholic camps, find 
this broadmindedness diffi- 
cult to swallow and would 
like the document to reflect 
their own narrow definitions. 
In Egypt some Islamists 
appear to have picked on the 
conference as a stick with 
which to attack their govern- 
ment. 

Q: What does the draft 
programme say about birth 
control? 

A: The document strongly 
endorses making contracep- 
tives and contraceptive 
advice available to those who 
want them. In no way does it 
encourage governments to 
stop couples having children. 

Q: What does it say about 
abortion? 

A: Abortion is one of the 
most controversial issues on 
the agenda and many of the 
references remain between 
brackets — an indication that 
there is no consensus on 
them. The emphasis of two 
proposed texts is that govern- 
ments should deal “openly 
and forthrightly" with unsafe 
abortions and should provide 


A: From Sept. 5 to 13 the 
ielegates will put the final 
ouches on the draft prog- 
smrre of action prepared at 


health care for complications 
from unsafe abortions. One 
of them says that the main 
objective should be to reduce 
the rate of abortion, the 
other that abortion should 
not be promoted as a means 


of family planning. 

Q: What does it say about 
homosexuality? 

A: The document says no- 
thing about homosexuality. 
One section refers to “mar- 
riages, other unions and the 
family." another to “sexually 
active unmarried indi- 
viduals." 

Q: What does it say about 
adolescent sex and sex educa- 
tion? 

A: It advocates providing 
adolescents with confidential 
advice on sexual matters and 
promoting “responsible and 
healthy sexual and reproduc- 
tive behaviour, including 
voluntary abstinence.” 

Q: What does it say about 
the role of women? 

A: The document comes 
out strongly in favour of 
empowering women — 
allowing them to participate 
fully in all the decisions 
affecting their lives. It calls 
for legal equality for women 
and an end to all forms of 
discrimination. 

Q: Who is against the con- 
ference and the programme 
of action? 

A: The main opponents are 
the Vatican and a broad 
alliance of Islamists as well as 
some right-wing Christian 
groups in the United States. 
Other major religions, such 
as Judaism. Hinduism and 
Buddhism, have not taken a 
position against it. 

Q: Who supports it? 

A: The document is the 
result of a consensus at the 
New York meeting m April 
at which most U.N. member 
states were represented. Its 
most active advocates, 
however, are secular liberals, i 
women activists and Third 
World countries other than j 
those with governments j 
dominated by Muslims and 
Catholics. 

Q: Which countries will not i 
attend the Cairo Conference? 

A: Sudan. Saudi Arabia 
and Lebanon have said they j 
will not come. The women 
prime ministers of Turkey 
and Bangladesh have cancel- j 
led plans to come but their 
countries will attend. j 



The commission, grouping 
most of Zimbabwe’s Catho- 
lics, noted in a statement that 
Zimbabwe’s government had 
sent a delegation to the con- 
ference and said: “Is our 
government now penalising 
families for having more chil- 
dren than what developed 
countries say is the limit? We 
need not imitate developed 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government unani- 
mously rejects permanent 
settlement of Palestinian re- 
fugees on its territory and will 
not grant them civic rights. 
Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri said. 

Mr. Hariri's statement fol- 
lowed a political row over a 
government minister's prop- 
osal to build new housing for 
3,000 Palestinian families 
who have been squatters 
since Christian militias razed 
their camps during Lebanon's 
1975-90 dvil war. 

Some Christian cabinet 
minister and Muslim religious 
leaders bitterly denounced 
the proposal as a surrepti- 
tious attempt to begin perma- 
nent settlement of the 
Palestinians which is banned 
under the Lebanese constitu- 
tion. 

“The ministers expressed 
their opinion on the subject 
There was unanimity over the 
refusal of permanent settle- 
ment for Palestinians in 
Lebanon,’’ Mr. Hariri told 
reporters after a Tuesday 
night cabinet meeting. 


“We have refused to grant 
civic rights to Palestinains so 
that this is not interpreted as 
support for a bilateral 


(peace) agreement (with 
Israel)," he added. 

About 400,000 Palestinian 
refugees live in about a dozen 
squalid camps in Lebanon. 
Most of them, or their pa- 
rents, fled in 1948 at the 
creation of Israel and the first 
Arab-Israeli war. 

Lebanon has consistently 
refused to grant them 
citizenship, saying they 
would upset the fragile 
Muslim-Christian sectarian 
balance in a country of 3.2 
million. Most of the refugees 
are Muslims. 

Israel agreed in last 
September’s interim auton- 
omy deal with the Palesti s 
Liberation Organisation to 
discuss the return of refugees 
who fled as a result of the 
1967 war, but not the 1948 
refugees. 

Druze leader Walid Jumb- 
iatt, Lebanon’s minister for 
rehabilitation of displaced 
people, caused a political 


RABAT (R) — Four frontier 
posts on the Algerian- 
Moroccan border are now 
closed and only Algerians in 
Morocco are allowed 
through, the official Algerian 
news agency APS reported. 

The agency monitored in 
Rabat said the Algerian deci- 
sion to close the border on 
Saturday “is effective at the 
four frontier posts of AJdd 
Loti, Altif Abbas. Bouka- 
noun and Beni Ouanif." 

"Only Algerian nationals 
who are in Morocco can enter 
Algeria. Other passengers 
are banned from entering or 
leaving the national terri- 
tory." the agency said citing 
the frontier police. 

It said that in the three 
days after the decision to 
close the border some 7.500 
Algerians and 900 Moroccan 
residents in Algeria returned 
to Algeria while X.600 
Moroccans and 2C0 Algerian 
resident returned to Moroc- 


are several thousand resi- 
dents and an unknown num- 
ber of refugees who have fled 
the violence in Algeria. 

More than a million visit 
the country annually as tour- 


Algeria closed the 1,200- 
km border “temporarily" 
when Morocco demanded en- 
try visas for visitors of Alge- 
rian nationality or origin after 
the arrest of gunmen, includ- 
ing two of Algerian origin 
resident in France, suspected 
of carrying out a series of 
armed robberies. 

Visa formalities between 
the two states were abolished 
in 1989 when they joined the 
Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMU) which unites them to 
Libya, Mauritania and Tuni- 


suspended for 13 years after 
Rabat broke off diplomatic 
relations with Algiers be- 
cause it backed Pottsario' 
guerrillas fighting for inde- 
pendence of western Sahara, 
the former Spanish colony 
claimed by Morocco. 

Diplomats said a rapture of 
diplomatic relations was un- 
likely this time but they were 


Diplomats and Moroccan 
officials said it was not known 
how many Algerians were 
currently in Morocco. There 


Algeria has protested that 
the Moroccan visa require- 
ment is a violation of the 
AMU pact but has also insti- 
tuted entry visas for Moroc- 
cans. 

Algeria closed its western 
border in 1976 and expelled 
more than 30,000 Moroccans. 
Road, rail and air traffic was 


the border closure would last. 

“The Algerian press is 
hurling contumely and abuse 
at Morocco, but the Moroc- 
cans are playing it cool. It will 
decant, sooner or later/' a 
western diplomat said. 

The Moroccan Interior 
Ministry said on Tuesday visa 
restrictions for Algerians had 
been relaxed. It said women 
of Algerian nationality or ori- 
gin married to Moroccans re- 
sident in the country would 
not require visas. 

It added that residents of 
Algerian nationality or origin 
as well as visitors already in 
the country would continue 
to enjoy the same privileges 
as other foreigners. 
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Maj or medical y. 
conference opens;! 


By Rima Cortbawi and 
Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 


the conference. Two nat^r I 
discussions will tJJjJj, 


AMMAN — The medico- 
surgical gastrointestinal con- 


ference that started here. 
Wednesday “is an important 
event for specialised medical 
advancement in the coun- 
try," according to Hashem 
Abu H assan, president of the 
Jordanian Society of Gas- 
troenterology. 

The 3-day activity orga- 
nised jointly by the Jordanian 
Association of Surgeons, the 
Jordanian Society of Gas- 
troenterology and the Jorda- 
nian German Medical Society 
“marks another promising 
step in paving die way to- 
wards (medical) progress," 
said Dr. Abu Hassan, who is 
the co-chairman of the orga- 


ROYAL VISIT: His Royal Highness Crown division’s training and planning. Also discus- 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, Wednesday visited sed was the idea of offering incentives to 
a unit of the Fourth Royal Mechanised Divi- exodting officers and troops. Later, the Regent 
si on ami met its commanders and senior lunched with the troops. He was accompanied 
officers. The Regent discussed with the com- on (he visit by His Royal H ig hne ss Prince 
manders a number of matters related to the Hashed Ben Al H a ss a n . 


Lebanon rejects permanent 
settlement of Palestinian refugees 


storm when he proposed to 
resettle the Palestinian fami- 
lies in mountains near the 
southern city of Sidon on the 
edge of the Druze stronghold 
in the Shouf Mountains. 


Mr. Jumblatt exchanged 
angry words with Christian 
ministers who criticised the 
proposal, bluntly accusing 
them of sectarianism that 
could relight the flames of 
dvil war. 


However, Mr. Hariri said 
the row showed there was a 
“national consensus' 1 in 
Lebanon against permanent 
settlement of the Palesti- 


ne a well known feet that 
ideal means for enhancing 
medical development involve 
the convening of confer- 
ences, according to Dr. Abu 
Hassan. 

“Conferences serve the 
prime objective of encourag- 
ing exchange of ideas, in- 
formation and expertise 
amongst specialists from 
different countries." 

In addition to 37 guest 
speakers and lecturers from 
Arab and foreign countries 
such as Egypt, Iraq, Leba- 
non, Libya, Syria, Yemen, 
Germany, the U.S.A. and 
tiie U.K., 21 Jordanian doc- 
tors will contribute to the 
conference, according to Dr. 
Abu Hassan. 

"The number of attendants 
is expected to amount to 300 
people, including doctors and 
physicians from the Ministry 
of Health, the Royal Medical 
Services, all Jordanian uni- 
versities as well as the private 
sector. Medical university 
students will also gain 
tremendous knowledge from 
the 64 medical papers that 


meats in Hepatitis C 
tions and an update on treai» 
ment of bleeding secondary 
to portal hypertension. . 

Events will also rodode 
two laparoscopic worfaborv,- 
conducted at King Husse®. 
Medical Centre andAi. 
Bashir Hospital and a 3 r| 
workshop on management of' 
the diseases of common bOe 1 
duct and the reinoval of 
stones from the common bOe' 
duct through endoscopy at AJ • 

Side activities of the coo*; 
ference will take place at the* 
Plaza Hotel, where experts - 
from Germany are to meet 
with the Jordanian Ortho- 
paedic Society on Thursday 
and the Gynaecology and 
Obstetrics Society on Friday 
for in formation discussions 
on tiie subjects. 

“The fact that this confer- 
ence is held in Jordan sup. 
ports the argument that our 
country is one of tee most 
advanced in the Arab region 
specifically in medical human 
resources and the use of high, 
tech equipment in medkme, “ 
said Dr. Abu Hassan, who is ' v 
also a GI consultant 

In bis opening speed) he ' 
added that importing modern - 
equipment without having ' 
the capable individuals to 
man them is useless. That’s 
why we have to upgrade the 
capabilities and skills of oar' 
medical staff members in 
order to enter the 21st cen- 
tury in a way that main tains 
our anticipated scientific sta- 


nians. 

He said Jum Watt’s propos- 
al was purely humanitarian 
and dvil war squatters had 
to be relocated to a.iow re- 
construction and redevelop- 


However, Mr. Hariri said 
the cabinet decided to form a 
four-man committee to study 
Jumblatt's proposal. Jumb- 
latt was not appointed to the 
committee and some news- 
papers hailed the decision as 
a victory for his opponents. 


‘Only Algerians can cross Moroccan border’ 


will be dealt with,” said Dr. 
Abu Hassan. 

The main topics to be 
bandied by the speakers will 
indude: laparoscopic surgery 
for Hernia, gall Wadder and 
appendix, peptic ulcer dis- 
eases, colonic tumours, gas- 
tro oesophageal reflux, upper 
Gl bleeding, viral Hepatitis, 
tumours of the liver, the use 
of laser in different diagnostic 
and therapeutic aspects of 
these fields and various sur- 
gical considerations and op- 
erations,” Dr. Aba Hassan 
said. 

In addition, exhibition of 
different drugs and modern 


mete cal equipment will be 
carried out by foreign and 
local companies throughout 


Wednesday's programme 
induded opening speeches by - 
various members of the orga- 
nising committee and Heaftb 
Minister Arif Batayneh de- 
putising for His Royal High- - ■ 

ness Crown Prince Hassan., 
This was followed by die, 
opening of the medical ex-* 
hibition, a memorial lecture 
on exegesis in medical lan- 
guage and its common origin 
and the presentation of 16 ' 
specialised papers of "great ' \ 
medical value,” as many 
qttendents would agree. 

Dr. Wa’il Fatayer, presi- » > 
dent of the Jordan Assoda- 
tion of surgeons and presi- ' 
dent of the conference said in ' 
his opening speech that Jor- • 
dan is proud of the scientific • 
progress achieved in different 
medical sciences, and that the ^ 

medical care staff members in 
Jordan feel that they have a ! 
commitment towards the, y 
people of Jordan to achieve \~ 
excellence in medical care so • L' 
that idea] standards wfll be - - 
reached in a few years time. 


AIDS test for 

non-Iraqis costs $50 


By Angfaam Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Iraqi gov- 
ernment is charging non- 
Iraqis S50 or the equivalent in 
foreign currency to cover the 
cost of an AIDS (Acquired 
Immuno-Deficiency Syn- 
drome) test before entering 
the country, the press attache 
at the Iraqi embassy, Adel 
Ibrahim, told the Jordan 
Times. 

He said Iraqis and resident 
Arabs would only pay 100 
Iraqi dinars for the test. 

Earlier reports said that 
Iraqi nationals and Arabs 
who hold residency papers 
for Iraq are charged only 10 
Iraqi dinars each for the test. 

Guests of the Iraqi govern- 
ment, non-governmental 
organisations and civil 
societies wfll not however be 
charged unless their stay in 
Iraq lasts for more than 15 


days, Mr. Ibrahim said. 

The Iraqi authorities intro- 
duced a free-of-charge AIDS 
test more than six years ago 
for everyone entering the 
country as a means to pro- 
tecting its people from tiie 
deadly disease, he said. 

In 1987. visitors could stay 
for one month without under- 
going the AIDS test. In 1989, 
the period was reduced to 15 
days, and since 1990 it has 
been cut down to only five 
days. 

A health centre at the bor- 
ders tests visitors, while Iraqi 
people are tested at Ministry 
of Health centres m Bagh- 
dad. 

Those whose test results 
show HIV positive are barred 
from entry. 

Mr. Ibrahim dismissed re- 
ports that tiie recent AIDS 
test is a new attempt by the ' 
Iraqi authorities to collect 
hard currency. 
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medical ■lh By a Jordan Times The government decision, "After imposing the sales 
' Staff Reporter which was ratified by a Royal tax on the people of Jordan, 

Decree last Saturday, re- the government chose to in- 
'lil P I „ AMMAN — Three Jorda- quires basic stage students to crease the burdens on sru- 

iAVV '^K'Cnf m«o political parties Wednes- pay JD5 and secondary level dents and their families by 
. * '*'■'1 day criticised the government students to pay JD10 annual- raising the school fees 60 per 

Two ' to it* August 21 decision to iy. cent and totally ignoring that 

uiscusstons win Ej. fjjse by 60 per cent students’ The regulations also stipu- our citizens are not able to 
tees "°™ °. the recent dA fees to their schools and de- late that a student who re- endure further financial bur- 

meats in Hepatitis cV mantled that the sums col- peats his/her class in the dens," said the parties’ state- 

bo- Dons and an update a.* 1 ®- lected be returned to the secondary level should pay ment. 


* Amman prepares for municipal elections 

Staff Reporter -J L ‘ 


conference. Tw n ^ its August 21 decision to 
aroond S, thU S w »ll raise by 60 per cent students’ 


on- ment of bleeding 
aot Events will aie« . 


JD70, students in the voca- “We support all efforts de- 
e f ee increase is very tional training course must signed to promote the work 

on Jordanian citizens pay JDS and students in the of our educational institu- 


u «'? n£S ^Iso l, heavy on Jordanian citizens pay JD5 and students in the of our educational institu- 

Ka two laparoscopic wqa/M and heads of families, and state-run community colleges tions and can on the govern- 

TO- conducted at Kino IXt our parties demand the can- pay JD30 a year. ment to allocate sufficient 

™ Centre ceOation of the government The revenues are to be funds for the schools which 

, Hospital and » ''l dedsoa and the return of the spent on purchasing learning should bring up wel I- 

***: !J or 5? op °° managed smns already collected to the materials for libraries, labor- educated generations that 

the diseases of students,” said the state- atones and vocational work- would confront the coming 

tfie re ment.- shops as well as for the re- stage of normalisation (with 

ran stones from the comnJuT * The statement, which was quirements of extra curricula Israel),” said the statement, 

me duct through endosa^/ 1 ^ sighed by the Islamic Action activities and light mainte- “We call on the govem- 

«s- Bashir Hospital. Front Party (IAF), the nance of school and to cover ment to provide the neces- 

- act * v ‘ t i es of tht* National Action Front party school ceremonies. sary allocations by cutting 

etp fenenoe will take p] ac / ^ (NAF) and the Jordan Baath The fees are also meant to down on non-essentials 
mg Plaza Hotel, where Socialist Arab Party, said the help pay part of the fees of rather than resorting to plac- 

from Germany are to*^ government should retain the needy students who are ex- ing unbearable burdens on 

*•" with the Jordanian nO* 531116 fee ratc °f previous empted from paying up to 20 the Jordanian citizens,” the 

0i * P^'^Society on Thu^ V***- P" owl of the set fee. statement concluded. 

^ obstetrics AMO allows import of 5 ,000 tonnes of potatoes 

in g on th? subWte dKCuss «* AMMAN (Petra) — Because try's import and export poll- ing exports of national crops 

foe “The fact that tk- of the shortage of potatoes on cy. Minister of Agriculture to various nations. 

£ 

ton (AMO) is toowtagV ha£ been banned, since tire 
the ndvanAd i n TiT a . “«t porters to purchase 5,000 beginning of July in view of ** “ "JLT '£,■1, 

»8- abundant fruit crop this which g would be sol§ at 

£ He said that tire door to SSSSttoS IS! 

om Rslrl nl UI aT^u 111 mcd]C We According to a decision by exporting fruits remains . of 

fjj? « r ^ bu IJ ^ san - , vhoje' the organisation's board open, while imports of onions 
_ 3 GI Consultant. Wednesday ,tfae Jordan Agri- a£d garlic continue to be Agricultural Products. 

.T, 0 ** °P enm 8 speech fc cultural Marketing and Pro- banned unless a severe shor- At the same time, he said, 

om aooca that importing modem cessing Company (JAMP- tage of these commodities the Ministry of Agriculture is 

2? equipment without havi» CO) will import 2,000 ton- arises. finalising work on a docu- 

to- «ic capable individuals ® ncs, the Jordan Cooperative Mr. Ben Tarif expressed ment covering the country’s 

nCi “'em is useless. That) Organisation (JCO) 1,000 the view that Jordan’s regular agricultural policy and de- 

ma why we have to upgrade tin tonnes and private sector trade agreements and pro- signed to enable the King- 
'S capabilities and skills of ^ merchants 2,000 tonnes. toco Is with other countries dom to become self-sufficient 

the medical staff members h Commenting on the coun- should indude clauses allow- in food production. 

Dr. onto to enter the 21a c» — A n : T 

■ » w«y that mahnnn, V rvninrr tvwvvi 


'zsi Young man found hanged 


On inAidS^lf yS ^ r0gr ^ rHlf By Rana Husseini that Hassan had just returned buried Wednesday morning. 

icsJ variotK mSnhTJ iKS* ^ Special to the Ionian Times to Jordan after spending one Clans dash in Madaba 

IS SZtolte month in anotiierAreb coun- Also on Tuesday, a fight 

are Minister Arif Batamhs! AMMAN — A 25-year-old tr y between two clans of the 

atv putism* for His RowThiI Inan T uesd ^ y was f T, nd She said she met him once Shawabkeh tribe in Madaba 

ilti ness Qown Prince hmged ^ the roof of his before tire incident and said l<* six people injured and 

OBl This was followed bf* ‘“’fL!’! ^ A ka ™;? Sul ? urb that he looked depressed. nearly 40 people were 

hat Of the medial « f Jabal Ha ? hm ' ShamaJl in .. It seemed to me that he attested, police and avtl de- 

Dr. hSiion, a memorial A”™ 1 "' P° lKC re P orts sa ‘ d - was not happy and was mis- department reports 

On exegesis in medical i* Hassan M.S. was disco- treated where he was staying s* 1 ?- 

be jzuaBCMrfits common nHr. vered by his. father who went before coming to Jordan,” According to thereport, 
•till and the presentation t0 for him late Tues- the neighbour said without the argument, which was 


be guage and its common orip 
•till and the presentation of It 


erv specialised mdhs of a w night, reports said. elaborating. over results ot a previous 

I ? ape ?? 0 T — . „ . . . . municipal election, became 

od medical value, as mam JfeSSUtS. father .Moham- Accocd«ig..to-3he.. neigh--- , heatec j and tumed imo-a fist 

»s- mtendents would agree. mad, told. pohcCrthat^e went ; boo«j th^deceaaed^ one-of 42-- fioht with bystanders Betting. 

Dr. Wa’fl Fatayer, pr^ ^^ tiie'Toof 'of'tRe& ,, b^me r t6 involved the report said 

per deni of the Jordan Associs- ‘ checknonshissow and found b ti cw-and . received^ degree-i n?; ^ Police reports estimate that ' 

tis, tion of surgeons and pres- him hanging from a rope Arabic literature in Jordan, at {east ^ people partiri- 

mc dent of the conference said in which was suspected from a but was unable to find a job pated in the fight. 

Stic his opening speech that Jor- metal bar used to hang laun- and that is why he left the ODD reports said that the 

of dan is proud of the scientific dry. country. injured suffering from bruises 


of dan is proud of the scientific dry. country. injured suffering from bruises 

nr- progress achieved in differed in fa’s testimony to police. She said she knew Hassan and cuts were taken to Mada- 

op- medical sciences, and that the Hassan’s father, said his son for a long time and that he ba Hospital and were listed in 

san medical care staff members in bad j short temper and was was good and helpful to fair to good conditions. 

Jordan feel that they hawi unable to find a job and so everyone in the neighbour- Police said both tribes filed 
of commitment towards the decided to take his own life. hood. complaints against each 

an people of Jordan to achieve a close neighbour told the She said that Hassan left other. They said they are 

he excellence in medical care » Jordan Times Wednesday no suicide note. Hassan was investigating the incident, 

tod that ideal standards will be- ■ _ 

’ ONE MAN’S CALLING: n 

Septuagenarian Abubafcar I 

OUImwP Aim Tmiin nntfc “ 


out reached in a few years time. 


> test for 
jis costs $50 

[ days, Mr. Ibrahim said. 

The Iraqi authorities intro; 
doced a free-of-charge AIDS 
test more than six years ago 
for everyone entering d* 
country as a means to pi® - 
t** iccting its people from * 
deadly disease, he said. 

In 1987, visitors could s? 
■“8 for one month without uoj 
** going the AIDS test. In 19S 
the period was reduced to i 
days, and since 1990 it W 
been cut down to only n« 
days. 

A health centre at the W' 
derc tests visitors, while UJ 
that people are tested at 
■abs of Health centres in Bagfr 
ws dad. 

f 10 Those whose test reau® 

es*. show MV positive are bar^ 
an- from entry. , , 

real Mr. Ibrahim dismiss**^ 

ivil ports that the recent 
: be test is a new attempt 
r in Iraqi authorities to 00 

15 hard currency. 


^ddiqpee, from India poses 
with his bicycle after span- 
ning more than 15,000 
kflometres to. reach Jeru- 
salem and Saudi Arabia on 
his one-man reCgfons mis- ’ 
nou. Mr. Siddlquee (73), 
who is on a short visit to the 
Kingdom, said be came on a 
mission of unity, peace and 
brotherhood for people 
around the world. A motor 
tyres retailer from Cuttack, 
Orrissa in India, Mr. Siddl- 
qoe started out on April 27, 
1993 visiting Bangladesh, 
Burma, Bhutan, Nepal, 
then back to India, and to 
Iraq and Jordan. He has 


the; generosity and help of 
peogjty.be meets along his 
way.^He says age is not 
important but work and 
“doing something for your 
own co ontiy and other fel- 
low h uman! lwfnga is im- 
portant.” (Photo by Rana 

Humdan 





* MARCH 

’feWitidt (marking His Mwsty King Hussein’s 42nd 
■ accession , anniversary to Throne) starting front the 
Orthodox Club hi Ahdoun on'Friday at 10-tM a.m. and 
" endhig .at the Amman Marriott Hotel, .r 

THE FIRST JORDANIAN TWINS 
FESTIVAL 

i Festival of Jordanian twins at the Amman International 
Exhibition, Airport Road on Friday at SriJO p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

M^ition^Cm^ University Road (Tel. 

Dines Exhibit” — begi nnin g s of photography in 
" Jgtaatan and the Holy Land at the American Center 
^mubitioa hall, Abdoun. 

* ^dbttfao of paintings entitled “Fanazfe r H” (depjrttog 
->%nkrtyle) bvlreqi artist Widad Orfah at Orfah Art 
■~-%tkry, VmmVtbeiaa (Te). 826932). 

- F^hOlitioo of abstract art by Khalit Khafif and Nizar 
: ’^Mds at dK Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art (Tel. 


* l&ffei 0 1 paintings by Fahmi Qayssi at Ab’ad Art 
Gajtey TTeL 819861). 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Amman 
Municipality is preparing 
for elections for a new 
municipal council by the 
middle of 1995. 

Speaking one day after a 
Council of Ministers deci- 
sion to appoint a new com- 
mittee to manage the muni- 
cipality’s affairs, Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi 
said the elections will be 
held in implementation of a 
new municipalities law en- 
dorsed by Parliament in 
July. 

The mayor, who was 
appointed head of the com- 
mittee, said that his team 
includes specialists in muni- 
cipal affairs, technocrats 
with experience in basic 
services, like health, water 
and electricity, as well as 
the director of the Amman 
Police Department and a 
number of secretaries 
general of government 
ministries, grouping 
altogether 28 personalities. 

The former council 
grouped 50 members, half 
of whom were specialists in 
government offices while 
the rest was made up of 
heads of municipal councils 


photos 

of Palestine 
to go on 
display 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of Princess Wi- 
jdan Ali, the American 
Cultural Centre in Amman, 
in cooperation with the Har- 
vard Semitic Museum, will 
present “The Diness Exhibit, 
Beginnings of Photography in 
Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land.” 

The exhibit will be inaugu- 
rated on Sept. 1, by Princess 
Wijdan and U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Wesley Wil- 
liam Egan, according to an 
embassy statement. 

The Diness 'exhibit- is- a 
unique collection “ of 60 
photographs discovered by 
accident in 1989 in Minneso- 
ta, US by photographer John 
Baraier, said the statement. 

It is being displayed in the 
Middle East for the first time. 
The exhibit is named after 
Mendel John Diness, a 
watchmaker turned amateur 
photographer, who came to 
Palestine from Odessa in 
1848 and spent more than 12 
years in Palestine before im- 
migrating to the United 
States in 1860. 

According to the state- 
ment, the collection of 60 
platinum prints printed from 
the original glass plate nega* 
tives is divided into four sec- 
tions: Holy Jerusalem 
(panoramic views, inside the 
walls, environs); The Galilee; 
Visitors and Residents of the 
Holy Land; and Stereo- 
scopes. 

The Diness exhibit cap- 
tures the spirit of mid- 
nineteenth century Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land and sheds 
light on the relations between 
the different peoples and reli- 
gions which call Jerusalem 
home, said the statement. 

The exhibit and catalogue 
were put together by the Har- 
vard Semitic Museum in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
in cooperation with historian 
Dror Wahrraan and curators 
Nitza Rosovsky and Father 
Carney Gavin. 

The Diness exhibit will be 
on display to the public 
through Oct. 26. 


~ 4j£1oJ1 

THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
FOR THE 

CONSERVATION OF NATURE 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature is the 
only non^ovemmertal organisation in Jordan responsible 
for protecting wildlife. It has established an international 
reputation tor its conservation work. 

In connection with its rapidly expanding work load, the 
society is seeking suitably experienced and/or qualified 
person to fill the following vacancy. 

Head of public awareness 

A well motivated, enthusiastic person is required to 
manage and develop the work of the recently formed 
Public Awareness Section. 

This section promotes the vital work of the RSCN across 
all sections of Jordanian society. Much of the work is 
concerned with developing educational programmes for 
schools. 

The successful candidate will have qualifications and/or 
experience in education or interpretation and in the 
management of people. Good communication skills and a 
commitment to wildlife conservation are essential. The 
applicant must also speak and write fluently in English. 

For more information contact administration 

office at: 

RSCN Q.H. 2nd floor of civil service 
Consumptlon/Jubeiha P.O.Box 6345 


Candidate should bring C.V. and original 

documents 


dissolved in 1987 when the 
Greater Amman Area was 
formed, including these 
councils around the capital. 

The Council of Ministers 
had derided to dissolve ali 
serving municipal councils, 
including those run by 
government-appointed 
committees, and set up 191 
new committees to run 
them until next year’s muni- 
cipal elections. 

Under the new law, elec- 
tions for all municipalities 
in the Kingdom will be held 
in one day. a departure 
from the previous system 
which allowed different 
councils to hold elections 
separately. 

Preparations for the elec- 
tion of a municipal council, 
according to Dr. Abbadi, 
entail working out a 
mechanism for registering 
voters and related proce- 
dures. 

According to Dr. Abba- 
di, by the middle of next 
year the Amman residents 
will also elect half of their 
municipal council while the 
government will appoint 
the other half upon recom- 
mendation from the minis- 
ter of municipal and rural 
affairs and the environ- 


ment. 

The Council of Ministers 
will then appoint a mayor 
from among the newly 
elected and appointed 
members. Dr. Abbadi 
added. 

Asked whether he was 
running for elections. Dr. 
Abbadi said it was early to 
deride on that matter since 
“in a year’s time many 
things oould happen.” 

Hie Lower House of Par- 
liament's endorsement of 
the new municipalities law, 
after months of delibera- 
tions. had aroused public 
controversy. 

The law in particular 
angered the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) party and the 
leftist parties because it 
approved the dissolution of 
the serving municipal coun- 
cils. They demanded that 
Amman mayor be elected 
not appointed by the gov- 
ernment. 

Several municipal coun- 
cils resigned in protest 
against the new law and the 
government dissolved 
other councils, like that of 
Zarqa which was domin- 
ated by IAF members, 
drawing fierce protests by 
Parliament members who 


considered the move as un- 
democratic. 

The new law is consi- 
dered more developed than 
the previous one despite 
the criticism levelled 
against it by certain circles 
which considered condi- 
tions for nomination as un- 
fair. 

On the other hand, many 
circles have voiced 
apprehension that the 
Islamists might dominate 
most of the new councils, 
bearing in mind the events 
of Algeria where the Islam- 
ists dominated the local 
councils one year before^ 
the general elections were 
held and whose results later 
were scrapped and the 
municipal councils dis- 
solved. 

Among the Jordanian 
municipalities which were 
dissolved, there was Irbid 
Municipality where the 
Islamists faced a defeat in 
the municipal elections 
more than two years ago 
leaving the field to the in- 
dependents and members 
with leftist tendency. 

The Islamists bad domin- 
ated the Irbid municipal 
council for 15 years and 
later spread their domina- 


tion to the municipalities of 
Zarqa and Ruseifa, two of ; 
the laigest municipalities in ■ 
the Kingdom. 

In light of past experi- 
ence, the Islamists proved . 
quite capable of managing 
election campaigns and 
achieving successes and the 
municipal elections of next 
year could provide them 
with a new chance to 
achieve farther successes 
whereas the leftist forces . 
are not expected to meet 
with success unless they 
join hands with Islamists, 
according to observers. 

Tiiese observers believe 
that the 1995 elections 
could provide an important 
political indicator of the 
strength of the Islamic 
forces which were adversely 

affected by the one-person 
one-vote system introduced 
before the last parliamen- 
tary elections in Nove^ 1 - 
1993 and in view or the 
ongoing Jorda.iiaii-lsraeli 
peace negotiations. 

Observers believe that 
the con> : ..g me ripal elec- 
tic..' will be different from 
any others before in terms 
of supervision, election 
procedures and, perhaps, 
results. 


Jordanian professionals seek link up 
with global health care network 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A handful of 
medical and business profes- 
sionals, who believe that Jor- 
dan is creating a “niche” for 
itself on the world map of 
quality health care provides, 
is planning to attend a confer- 
ence on “Global Heath Care: 
An Emerging reality” in 
Geneva. 

The three-day internation- 
al symposium is designed to 
examine models for the worl- 
dwide integration of health 
care, which, according to 
conference co-chair Omar 
Lattouf, is the wave of future 
health care management and 
delivery. 

“Jordan's participation is 
important because by, align-, 
ing itself with, this global net- 
work, the country could be-.- 
come the. regional, hub for 
providing high quality health 
care as" well as exporting 
medical technology and ser- 
vices," Dr. Lattouf told the 
Jordan Times. 

The conference presenta- 
tions will be aimed primarily 
at opinion leading physicians 
and health care industry 
strategists, planners, policy 
makers and executives. 

The overall agenda in- 
corporates a multi- 
disciplinary approach to re- 
solving health care issues by 
bringing together world lead- 
ers, representatives of inter- 
national health care organisa- 
tions, business administra- 
tors, medical managers, eco- 
nomists, marketing experts as 
well as health care profes- 
sionals to discuss how to com- 
pose a health care action plan 
for the next decade. Dr. Lat- 
touf said. 

Within this context, the 
conference organisers sought 
a world leader who has de- 


monstrated an active interest 
m this vital sector to deliver 
the keynote address to the 
conference. The organisers 
invited Her Majesty Queen 
Noor because of the personal 
and particular attention she 
contributes to national and 
international health care and 
other social development 
issues. 

Queen Noor has delegated 
Minister of Information 
Jawad Anani to address the 
attendees on her behalf. 

- Dr. Anani, who earlier 
participated in the first such 
conference in 1992 held in 
Atlanta, Georgia in the U.S., 
has been continuously advis- 
ing the participants. Dr. Lat- 
touf said. 

The conference activities 
are being directed by the 
International Medical- - Insti- 
tute; a XI. S. -based non-profit^ 
organisation, which, accord- 
ing to its founder. Dr. Lat- 
touf, drew support from 
health care professionals 
around the world and is in 
affiliation with the Emory 
School of Medicine and the 
Carter Centre in Atlanta. Dr. 
Lattouf said that the work of 
the institute, quite simply, is 
dedicated towards the 
advancement of health care. 

According to Dr. Lattouf, 
the Geneva Conference is 
jointly sponsored by: the 
Global Medical Network, an 
Atlanta-based organisation 
supported by the private 
efforts of a group of U.S.- 
based health cafe and busi- 
ness people, a Saudi Arabia- 
based health care provider 
and Emory University School 
of Medicine; Emory Uni- 
versity System of Health 
Care; General Arabian and 
Medical Allied Services Ltd. 
(GAMA), the aforemen- 
tioned Saudi company; and 
the National Cardiovascular 


Network (NCN), a U.S.- 
based multi-institutional 
alliance of leading car- 
diovascular institutions. 

Dr. Lattouf recently re- 
patriated to Jordan from 
Atlanta where he was an 
associate professor of surgery 
at Emory Unversity and a 
practising cardio-tboracic 
surgeon. He is currently in 
private practice in Amman as 
a cardiac and thoracic 
surgeon. 

Dr. Latouff believes Jor- 
dan has positioned itself 
favourably for importing high 
quality medical services and 
then reexporting those ser- 
vices to the region. He sees 
the coming conference as be- 
nefiting the Kingdom in its 
acquisition and eventual 
sharing of quality care as well ' 
as ’ '.economics of high, 
qiiality^cafe. 

Tor Dr. Lattouf, the next 
10 years promise to witness 
explosive action in health 
care telecommunications in 
various countries, including 
Jordan. Already, His Majes- 
ty King Hussein has 
spearheaded and contributed 
to the telelink for diagnosis 
and treatment between the 
Royal Medical Services and 
the renowned Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota where 
the King underwent success- 
ful cancer surgery in 1992. 

Dr. Lattouf is convinced 
that national health care tele- 
communications will become 
"aTreality, with the networking 
of Jordan’s hospitals around 
the country, including the ru- 
ral areas, “I believe that we 
will become more efficient in 
utilising telecommunications 
that are available but yet to 
be deployed in medicine.” 

The participants at the 
symposium will come from 
about 20 countries to attend 


discussion sessions on: man- 
aging change (the new health 
management imperative); 
confronting reality (the im- 
pact of global eamomics); 
redefining opportunities (re- 
gional. national and interna- 
tional markets); reinventing 
infrastructure (the future of 
telecommunications, tele- ' 
medicine, and multimedia in- 
formation management); and 
reengineering relationships 
(progress and prospects of 
global synergism). 

The conference organisers, 
foresee numerous benefits to 
the attendees, including: 
understanding the increasing 
role of global economics in. 
worldwide health care deliv- 
ery; recognising how the 
trends of an emerging global 
health management market- 
place may affect local health 
care strategies; and examin- 
ing the global implications of 
technologies that enable re- 
mote learning, facilitate in- 
ternational resource sharing 
and significantly streamline 
the access and management 
of clinical and clerical in- 
formation. 

Of the numerous papers 
slated to be presented at the 
symposium, those with a 1 
Middle East focus include: 
“Arab-Israeli Initiative," 
(presents a case study of 
cooperative Arab-Israeli car- 
diovascular care effort);- 
“Middle East Health Care 
Economics,” (presents the 
Middle East perspective on 
the economic implications of 
health care); and “Telemedi- ' 
cine in Saudi Arabia.” 

Dr. Lattouf, who will co- . 
chair the conference with 
Professor Jack Sheth of Em- • 
ory University, expects to 
publish a summary of the 
symposium proceedings and 
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World News 


India-Paldstan ties flounder 
again as diplomats expelled 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Re- 
lations between India and 
Pakistan were floundering 
Wednesday after the mutual 
expulsion of two diplomats 
and New Delhi’s rejection of 
an Islamabad offer on nuclear 
weapons. 

Analysts here expressed 
fears over the fresh slide in 
mutual ties, a day after Pakis- 
tan expelled an Indian diplo- 
mat, triggering the expulsion 
of a Pakistani diplomat from 
India. 

Islamabad Tuesday de- 
clared consul -J.J. Singh’ at the 
Indian Consulate General in 
Karachi, Pakistan's commer- 
cial capital, persona non 
orata and asked him to quit 
ti. ' country within a week. 

New Delhi struck back, 

w ' ■’’na out First Secretary 
Ja'-aia jV'Tiad at the Pakis- 
tan High Z*. emission here, 
relivi;.- the tit-for-tat expul- 
sions Iasi m-nth of four mem- 
bers of eavi hfc,. » Hiploma- 
tic missions on chai b - of 

spying. 

Indian officials were roi 
available for comment on the 
expulsions. But diplomats 
warned that it would further 
strain bilareral relations be- 
tween India and Pakistan, 
who have fought three wars 
since 1947. 

An Indian expert on South 
Asia agreed. 

“This is going to deterio- 
rate the relationship furth- 
er," said Abha Dixit of the 
Institute of Defence Studies 
and Analysis. "It will certain- 
ly hamper their diplomatic 
ties." 

“The repeated expulsion of 
each other's diplomats is 
sending a very wrong signal 
to the international commun- 


New 

Bangladesh 
army chief 
takes 
charge 


ity," said Mr. Dixit. 

“There is a tremendous 
amount of hostility and suspi- 
cion between the two coun- 
tries," she added. 

Also Tuesday, India re- 
jected a Pakistani offer for a 
joint declaration renouncing 
nuclear weapons, calling it 
“an obvious bid to cover up 
(Pakistan's) discomfiture and 
embarrassment” over its nuc- 
lear programme. 

An Indian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said the Isla- 
mabad proposal was the re- 
sult of last week’s admission 
by former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif that 
his country had a nuclear 
bomb and would not hesitate 
to use it. 

The spokesman said the 
Pakistani offer was not 
acceptable since Islamabad 
had turned down Indian 
proposals in January for 
confidence-building mea- 
sures in the nuclear field. 

Mr. Sharif s statement has 
caused alarm in India, which 
exploded a nuclear device in 
1974 but says it does not have 
■<rv bomb. Pakistan has de- 
.. . Mr. Sharifs statement 
ana maintains that it does not 
pussejr nuclear weapons. 

India's main opposition 
party said Wednesday that 
India-Pakistan relations 
would continue to take furth- 
er knocks uniesf the two 
countries solved their dispute 
over Kashmir. 

“There is increasing ten- 
sion between India and 
Pakistan," said spokesman 
K.L. Sharma of the Hindu- 
revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, or Indian Peo- 
ple's Party). 

“It is quite clear that Kash- 


mir is the hone of contention 
and the only concrete step to 
improve relations would be 
to sort out this issue in a 
negotiated way," Mr. Shar- 
ma added. 

Two of the wars between 
India and Pakistan have been 
fought over Kashmir, a pic- 
turesque province held by the 
two neighbours. A bloody 
Muslim separatist campaign 
in Indian-held Kashmir has 
claimed more than 10,000 
lives since 1989. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming the Muslim guerrillas 
in Kashmir. Islamabad denies 
the accusation. 

Pakistan Wednesday ac- 
cused India of promoting ter- 
rorism to try to destabilise its 
smaller neighbours in South 
Asia. 

“If there is a terrorist state 
in South Asia it is none other 
than India.” said Munir 
Akram, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. 

Mr. Akram, without pro- 
viding evidence, accused In- 
dia of fomenting anti- 
government violence in Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. 

“India is promoting terror- 
ism in the region, in Pakistan 
it is in the (southern) pro- 
vince of Sindh.” he said. 

Hundreds of people have 
been killed in ethnically and 
politically motivated violence 
in the province over the past 
few years. 

The main combatants have 
been militant Muslim immig- 
rates to Pakistan at the time 
of independence in 1947 and 
secessionists demanding an 
independent Sindh. 

“India is broadcasting 
propaganda aimed at Sindh 


China signs death warrant 
for Hong Kong reforms 


BEIJING (Rj — China 
Wednesday formally signed 
the death warrant for Hong 
Kong’s political reforms, 
ordering that the British col- 
ony's legislature should not 
live a day beyond Beijing's 
1997 takeover. 

“China issued a legal reg- 
ulation today to abolish Hong 
Kong’s political structure 
based on Governor Chris 
Patten's ‘reform package’ 
and establish a new one when 
the country regains 
sovereignty over Hong Kong 
on July 1, 1997.” the official 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

The widely expected move 
was approved by the standing 
committee of the National 
People’s Congress (NPC), 
China’s parliament. 

“The last Legislative 
Council, city government. 
District Government and 
District Board will be termin- 
ated on June 30, 1997," 
Xinhua quoted the order as 
saying. 

In Hong Kong, a govern- 
ment spokeswoman said Chi- 
na would have to answer to 
six million local people if it 
dismantled the colony’s 
legislature. 

"As the governor has 
pointed out, there is no 
reason why those arrange- 
ments should be disman- 
tled," the spokeswoman said. 
“If in 1997 those arrange- 
ments are dismantled, those 
who take responsibility for 
that will have to explain 
themselves to six million peo- 
ple here in Hong Kong.” 

China has said repeatedly 
it will not allow Mr. Patten's 
democratic reforms to stand. 
Months of inconclusive talks 
between Beijing and London 
on the subject broke down 
irrevocably last year. 

Elections have not yet 


taken place under the new 
much-expanded franchise, 
which was narrowly approved 
by Hong Kong’s legislature 
on June 30, three years to the 
day before the Beijing 
takeover. 

China’s parliament reiter- 
ated Beijiiig's assertion that 
the Patten reforms went 
against both the spirit and the 
letter of previous agreements 
between Britain and China, 
including the key joint dec- 
laration that agreed on the 
1997 return of sovereignty. 

It also said the reforms 
violated previous bills passed 
by the Chinese parliament. 

“The legislature says in its 
decision that those organisa- 
tions unilaterally set up by 
the British side violated the 
Sino-British Joint Declara- 
tion, the basic law and the 
NPC decision," Xinhua said. 
The basic law is a constitution 
for post-1997 Hong Kong. 

Britain says the Patten re- 
forms are within the scope set 
by the previous pacts. 

Xinhua said the new legisl- 
ature and government for 
Hong Kong would be set up 
in line with a 1990 order by 
China’s parliament. 

It said details would be 
worked out by an organising 
committee designing post- 
1997 Hong Kong, which will 
be considered a special admi- 
nistrative region under Chi- 

Beijing has promised Hong 
Kong a great deal of auton- 
omy after (he takeover, espe- 
cially in economics. The terri- 
tory will be able to keep its 
successful brand of laissez- 
faire capitalism. 

China calls its formula 
“one country, two systems.” 

Many in Hong Kong worry 
about the autonomy will 
actually work in practice. 
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Briton jailed 
for filming 
bare-legged gin s 


promoting its secession from 
Pakistan," said Mr. Akram. 

Meanwhile, India made no 
concessions to international 
mediators who, in a ground- 
breaking meeting with New 
Delhi, sought to win its sup- 
port for curbs on the spread 
of missile technology, Indian 
newspapers said Wednesday. 

The newspapers said senior 
officials from the United 
States, Britain, Switzerland 
and Australia made no head- 
way at a meeting Tuesday in 
persuading India to impose 
voluntary curbs on the prolif- 
eration of missile technology. 

The officials were seeking 
New Delhi’s eventual support 
for the missile technology 
control regime (MTCR), 
which tries to prevent the 
spread of technology capable 
of generating nudear arms or 
delivery vehicles for nuclear 
warheads. 

Tuesday's meeting in New 
Delhi was the first time India 
had held talks with MTCR 
offidals. The Foreign Minis- 
try called the session useful 
and comprehensive, and said 
the government would con- 
sider future talks with the 
MTCR. 

India has long said the 
voluntary club is discrimina- 
tory because it would allow 
Western nations to add to 
their stockpiles but prevent 
others from developing mis- 
siles. 

“There is no change in 
India’s stand of not subscrib- 
ing to the discriminatory mis- 
sile technology control reg- 
ime even after today's com- 
prehensive discussions here 
between the visiting MTCR 
team and Indian officials," 
the Hindustan Times said. 


New 

president 
takes office 
in Panama 
today 

PANAMA CITY CR) — 
Businessman Ernesto Perez 
Balladares is set to be inaugu- 
rated Thursday as president 
of Panama in an unexpected- 
ly quick return to power foT 
the party of ousted strong- 
man Manuel Noriega. 

But Mr. Perez Balladares, 
a stalwart of the party that 
supported Mr. Noriega, until 
be was removed by a U.S. 
invasion in 1989, is putting 
distance between the party 
and its former leader and 
pledging to take a hardline 
against corruption. 

Mr. Perez Balladares, a 
48-year-old former banker, is 
also expected to make a 
friendly gesture to the United 
States by reversing the cur- 
rent government’s line- 

“The new government 
looks with a lot of sympathy 
on the request for Panama to 
take in Cuban refugees but 
we cannot announce anything 
officially until we take power?' 
Sept. 1,” Bertha Thayer, an 
adviser to Foreign Minister- 
designate Gabriel Lewis 
Galindo, told Reuters. 

Organisers said representa- 
tives of more than 40 nations 
are expected to attend Mr. 
Perez Balladares’s inaugura- 
tion, which marks the first 
peaceful transfer of power. 





Russian President Boris Yettsin (right) is Yeltsin was to Germany to atte nd^ the cere- 
greeted by a group of flag waving children on mony marking the departure of the tost 
his arrival to Germany from Moscow. Mr. Russian soldiers from here (AFP photo) 

Yeltsin and Kohl see history 
differently as Russian troops leave 


DUBAI (R) — a Britki, 
man has been jailed 
months and ordered ,£* 
ported for illicitly S' 

under the skirts of SH* jjj ’ „ - \ 
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BERLEN (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, marking the 
departure Wednesday of the 
last Russian troops from Ger- 
man soil, glorified the liberat- 
ing role the Red Army played 
in Hitler's Germany, but 
glossed over its part in but- 
tressing 40 years of Stalinist 
dictatorship io the east of the 
country. 

By contrast, in his speech 
at one of several ceremonies 
being held here, German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl put 
Hitler's and Stalin's crimes 
on a more equal footing, and 
said the post-war wrongs 
Russians inflicted on Ger- 
mans should not be forgot- 
ten. 

Mr. Yeltsin said that the 
victorious Russian troops 
who entered Berlin half a 
century ago “did not stay on 
foreign soil in order to en- 
slave and dominate.” 

He stressed the debt owed 
today to the sacrifice and 
heroism of the liberators. 

“It was here in Berlin that 
the root of an unparalleled 
evil was tom out and the 
ashes of Hitler's monstrous 
plans thrown to the winds," 
Mr. Yeltsin declared at die 
ceremony in the city’s 19th 
century theatre. 

“We have no right to 
forget that tbe Nazis razed 
many towns and whole states 
to the ground," he said. 

“Tbe Russians in soldiers' 
uniform did not come to Ger- 
many to flatten it to the 
earth, to annihilate the Ger- 
man people or make them 
the servant of the Russians," 
Mr. Yeltsin declared. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia 
had always made a distinction 
between ordinary German 
people and the Nazi clique 
that came to power. 

The Russia leader simply 
attributed the post-war divi- 
sion of Germany to its war 
defeat. "The defeat led to tbe 
division of the German 
land," Mr. Yeltsin said, while 
recognising that “its living 
corpse was carved up with 
barbed wire and minefields." 

He presented the 49-year- 
long Russian military pre- 
sence on German soil as “an 
effort in favour of peace” for 
which he said thanks were 
due. 

At the time of German 
reunification m 1990 — which 
Mr. Yeltsin in his speech 
hailed wholeheartedly — the 
number of Russian troops 
was still some 390,000. 

In his speech, the German 
chancellor thanked Mr. Yelt- 
sin for completing the Rus- 
sian troop withdrawal ahead 
of the Sept. 12 deadline 
agreed in 1990 with the victo- 


rious World War II allies — 
United States, Britain, 
France and the thea-Soviet 
Union. 

“However we can only 
build a prosperous future if 
we beed tbe lessons of the 
dark chapters of tbe past.” 
Mr. Kohl said. ‘Truthfulness 
is the essence of lasting 
friendship." 

Mr. Kohl acknowledged 
the “terrible harm done to 
tbe Russian people by Ger- 
mans and in the name of tbe 
German people," and be 
paid homage to the millions 
of Russians killed in World 
War H. 

“We must not and shall not 
forget any of this. Nor should 
we forget what Russians later 
inflicted on Germans," Mr. 
Kohl said. 

The chancellor however 
stressed that the reunification 
of Germany following the fall 
of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9, 
1989 could not have hap- 
pened without Soviet coop- 
eration. “We Germans will 
always remember this with 
gratitude." be said. 

This Wednesday Aug. 31 is 
seen by both countries as of 
historic significance, the turn- 
ing of a page on the past and 
the opening of a new era in 
Gennan-Russian relations. 

The day's agenda of cere- 
monial events was also 
geared to the present and 
future. 

Mr. Yeltsin's Russia, 
which has enjoyed some $7.5 
billion worth of German aid 
aimed at helping and en- 
couraging tbe troops to leave, 
hopes that Germany will re- 
main a generous and under- 
standing economic partner. 

Alongside talks Wednes- 
day between tbe two state 
leaders, meetings are also 
programmed between Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kosyrev 
and bis German counterpart 
Klaus Kinkel, and between 
the respective defence minis- 
ters Pavel Grachev and Vol- 
ker Rnehe. 

The situation in Yugoslavia 
and tbe smuggling of pluto- 
nium believed to originate in 
the ex-Soviet Union are ex- 
pected to figure in the discus- 


Russian troops 
leave Estonia 
In a separate development, 
Russia’s military presence in 
Estonia officially ended 
Wednesday after more than 
SO years, but a deep legacy of 
bitterness has made it diffi- 
cult for many people to cele- 
brate. 

“Aug. 31 marks the end of 
a rape.’ commented Kalle 
Kulbok, head of the small 


Royalist Party. “When the 
rapist goes, yon don't cele- 
brate. you vomit." 

And for many Estonian 
nationalists, they still have to 
share their country with their 
giant neighbour. 

The long years of Mos- 
cow's domination of Estonia 
— apart from between the 
two world wars it was part of 
the Russian and Soviet 
empires for 270 years — 
mean that a quarter of the 
two million inhabitants are 
Rossi an -speakers. 

They include the 10,500 
former Soviet soldiers who 
have settled in the Baltic 
state after leaving the army, 
many of them still under 50 
years old. 

Estonian President Len- 
nart Men agreed these “pen- 
sioners" could apply for 
permanent residence when 
he signed the July 26 agree- 
ment with Mr. Yeltsin fixing 
Aug. 31 as the deadline for 
the last of the Russian troops 
to leave. 

Russia is also insisting on 
keeping two small border 
areas which were granted to 
the newly-formed Estonian 
Democratic Republic in the 
1920 Treaty of Tartu which 
Tallinn signed with die three- 
year-old Soviet government 
in Moscow. 

Those areas were annexed 
by the Soviet Union along . 
‘with the rest of Estonia and 
its Baltic neighbours Latvia 
and Lithuania in 1940 after 
the pact with Nazi Germany 
gave Josef Stalin a free hand 
in the region. 

Open-air concerts and a 
firework display were plan- 
ned for Wednesday by the 
presidential palace and tbe | 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Maart Laar, with religious . 
services of thanksgiving 
Thursday, when churches will 
ring their bells. 

But critical opposition par- 
ties forced the government, 
which faces elections in six 
months, to scale down the 
ceremonies, and cancel sche- 
duled receptions. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Raul Maelk admitted Tues- 
day: “Of course the depar- 
ture of the Russians has a 
positive side, but there are 
also many negative aspects." 

Apart from the continued 
presence of so many Russians 
— which is a load particularly 
on the country's schools — 
and the loss of territory, 
there is the cost of cleaning, 
up after the troops. 

Experts have estimated at 
more than $4 billion the eco- 
logical damage caused by the 
Russian military occupation, 
including pollution by nuc- 
lear residue. 


N. Korean envoy to China may signal power transfer 


Sri Lanka lifts embargo 
on Tigers, demands peace 

COLOMBO I AFP) — Sri ern Jaffna Peninsula hm 



COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's Prime Minister 
Chandrika kumaratunga 
Wednesday partially lifted an 
economic embargo on Tamil 
guerrilla-held territory and 
called for peace talks to end 
ethnic bloodletting. 

Ms. Kumaratunga said she 
expected her "unconditional 
and unilateral" action to 
clear the way for a dialogue 
between the government and 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas to re- 
solve the conflict which has 
claimed somc 30.00U lives 
since 1972. 

With immediate effect, the 

li-.'-n- from j Is-: i_-t 42 banned 
n the jr-.-::-. u»Ar control 
<-■1 the separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). Ms. Kumaratunga 
told reporters here. 

Only items that could go 
directly into the manufacture 
of bombs and weapons will 
not be allowed to the north- 


ern Jaffna peninsula, but 
there will be no restriction on 
all other commodities, she 
said. 

The transport of items, 
such as medicines, food, 
kerosene oil. power gener- 
ators. bicycles and "spare 
parts for rice mills, could be 
taken to the north. The gov- 
ernment expects prices in 
Jaffna to fall sharply. 

“We are doing all this to 
rebuild the trusf and confi- 
dence between the govern- 
ment and the Tamil people of 
Jaffna.” said Ms. Kumar- 
atunga. who is a member of 
the majority Sinhalese ethnic 

The Tigers had jver The 
weekend agreed to a cease- 
fire following a peace offer by 
Ms. Kuamaratunga. who 
took office just two weeks 
ago. and said they were 
awaiting a "goodwill gesture" 


SEOUL (R) — North 
Korea's derision to send a 
special envoy to China signals 
an imminent announcement 
of a new leader in the Stalin- 
ist state, diplomats and 
analysts in Seoul said 
Wednesday. 

North Korea said Tuesday 
it was sending Vice Foreign 
Minister Song Ho-Gvong to 
China as a special envoy. 

"Song will be making the 
first public and official visit to 
Beijing by a senior North 
Korean official since the 
death of Kim Il-Sung. This 
appears to be the completion 
of reshuffling in North 
Korea's hierarefiy." an Asian 
diplomat said. 

_ "It is an established prac- 
tice between North Korea 
and China to notify major 
changes in their countries." 
he said. 

North Korean President 
Kim Il-Sung was reported to 
have died of heart attack on 
July N after he designated his 
eldest son. Kim Jong- 11. us 
his successor, but the youn- 
ger Kim has yet to be named 
as the country's Communist 
Party chief or state president . 

"It is quite likely that Song 
will notify leaders in Beijing 
■of Pyongyang's plan to hold a 
huge rally soon to formally 


name Kim Jong-II as the par- 
ty leader.” said Ko Tae-Woo. 
chief analyst at the Institute 
of North Korean Studies. 

“He will probably ask Beij- 
ing to take steps to help 
consolidate Kim Jong-II's 
legitimacy.” Mr. Ko said. 

China is the isolated 
North's last remaining major 
ally, and its blessing” of the 
Communist world's first 
dynastic succession is seen as 
vital to Kim Jong-11, who 
lacks his father's charisma. 

The Asian diplomat said 
China's support for Kim 
Jong-H's leadership was par- 
ticularly important as North 
Korea's arch-rival. South 
Korea, had built up an im- 
portant business partnership 
with Beijing, diminishing the 
North’s political leverage. 

South Korea's Trade 
Ministry said two-way trade 
between Seoul and Beijing 
was expected to total SI 2 
billion this year, up from $9 
billion in 19?.*. 

Chinese figures put trade 
with South Korea in the first 
half of this year at S5 billion, 
up 59 per cent on the same 
1993 period, while trade with 
North Korea fell 21.9 per 
cent to S335 million. 

"As this trade and invest- 


ment grow North Korea's in- 
fluence in Beijing wanes, 
especially after the death of 
Kim Il-Sung. who knew many 
of China's veteran political 
and military leaders." a di- 
plomat in Beijing said. 

Kim Jong-II has rarely vi- 
sited China and does not 
have the good personal rela- 
tions with Chinese leaders his 
father enjoyed. 

North Korea -watchers in 
Seoul said North Korea's 
elite must have been preoccu- 
pied with the task of restruc- 
turing its hierarchy around 
Kim Jong-II since the eider 
Kim's death. 

"Npw it is beginning to 
address the importance of its 
externa: relations." said Lee 
Seo-Haifg. a director-general 
of the government-backed 
Institute of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security in 
Seoul. 

"Song's visit could mark 
the first step to seek continui- 
ty of its external relations." 
Mr. Lee added. 

Mr. Ko said clearer signs of 
the North's pecking order 
would surface on Sept. 9. the 
anniversary of the Commun- 
ist state's foundation. 

The naming of Kim Jong-ll 
as the new Communist Party 
chief could coincide with 


celebrations on Sept. 9 or 
• Oct. 10. the anniversary of 
the setting up of the ruling 
party. 

A mysterious, reclusive fi- 
gure. the chubby, bespecta- 
cled Kim Jong-II. 52. had 
already taken over much of 
the day-to-day running of the 
isolated Stalinist state in re- 
cent years and in 1991 offi- 
cially assumed control of its 
million-strong army. 

But speculation persisted, 
fuelled by his absence from 
any public activities, that 
Kim Jong-II faced a succes- 
sion problem or was ill. He 
was last seen publicly at a 
July 2li memorial service for 
his father. 

About a week ago German 
diplomats in North Korea re- 
ported that leaflets calling for 
the overthrow of the Pyon- 
gyang government were scat- 
tered in the diplomatic com- 
pound. 

But North Korea-watchers 
said the leaflets should not be 
construed to mean Kim Jong- 
II's leadership was in danger. 

"Such leaflets were scail 
tered in Pyongyang even 
under Kim Ii-Sung. This only 
represents an extremelv small 
group opposing the govern- 
ment." Mr. Ko said. 
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although none had been ideal ‘ Jvii 

rifled. It ordered he be de- a 

ported from the United Arab r V Z** — 

Emirates on completing his 
sentence, the paper said, a ■ ■ tilQll 
lower court had earlier d^' * I 

missed the charges because* r J 

none of the women had com- • 
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Women conquer . 

Iran’s highest 

mountain , >; ' ' : 

TEHRAN f AFP) — A ^ ' 
group of Iranian women, fuj. > > ■■ 

ly covered in keeping with 
Islamic tradition, climbed to : 
the top of the country’s high- > £ . *•’ * 

est mountain for the first time *. -•• ' ' 

since the 1979 revolution, a 4 ' 

newspaper reported. The* 
group of 16 students from*- • :< •• • 
Tehran universities, climbed -I.:*.- ' 

the northeastern flank of the . f • 
Damavand in northeastern* •' 3 -V- • 
Iran to the peak, 5.67L- . r ‘ iX V--* 
metres (18,710 feet) above- r ^ • 

ground, the daily Hamshahn 
said. It was an unprecedented * $ •' A . 
climb for women who been* ** 4: \ 
increasingly excluded from- {»* ~ 

sports since the revolution - ;!i , T 
because of religious restric- 
lions. But mountain climbing* ’ 

has become considered a I - * 
practical sport for women be- te--" * 
cause they can take part fully j ' ' ,, 

covered meeting Islamic stan-/' < ... 

dards. „ 

Singapore . 
schools ; -j. 

face rising . '£ ./«••• 

indiscipline' 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — 

Singapore's promotion of . 

Asian values may be having t ;: 

little impact in its schools - 1 *' : r - ' ' 

where teachers say tniancy, : 

gangsterism and in some' 

cases drug and alcohol abuse 

are on the rise. Reporting on- : ' ' 

a recent meeting of 290 - » '*•« " • • • - 

teachers, the Singapore' 

Teachers' Union (STU) said ^ -• • 

other problems in. schools in- in - 

clude stealing, intimacy with’ 7 nr: 
the opposite sex. vandaiism, v v • r 

gambling and the viewing of 

pornographic material. Ther M 

disclosures run in the face of, Jull 5j Q T 
a longstanding government 
campaign to promote Coth 
furianist values among SingA ;■ 

aporeans including respect; "■*. ■= • 

for elders and teachers. Cases 
of “open defiance and blatant •ter. 
disrespect for teachers are.' 
increasing in our schools.^ •** u:\- • 

union president Lawrence Sia ; v . . 

wrote in The Mentor, the’ ij 5 ? 

STU's newsletter, received. . 

Tuesday. In a National Da£ ih : \ \ 
address to Singaporeans last 5*® * r rf-.a . - v 
week Prime Minister Gob‘ on . 

Chok Tong said bis govern-; 
ment would defend and ^ 

strengthen family values- }■* of . ’’ ^ 
Schools can teach ethics amf ^nok 

Confucianism, “but school-* An ' 

teachers cannot replace pa- ; .‘JttitcL *, \ , 
rents and grandparents as the &> * , ^ ■**■’’ • 
principal "models for tbeitj 
children." he said. Mr. Sia; cutta-' **■* 
said that while the STU was •: 

addressing the problem, tbe! ^ 
government could also help, :■ $ec r -,.. 

“The STU is of the view thar r J()4 '. • • • . 
the Education Ministry must 
also do more to support the 

teachers to deal with this LJ 1 — . 

problem," Mr. Sia said. The ’dDSfj • 
teachers cited peer influence. J 

poor parental supervisiorf Vifj |V 
and unfavourable homd — .* 

backgrounds as common A© . :*?"-• *2 1 . •' 
causes for misbehaviour in \^ f .r i;:-.. ... . 

schools, the newsletter said! 

Chinese taxi 4 l 

drivers offer ' tev.:.;. ; 

back-seat »»>... 

company .1 

BEIJING (R)— Chinese Wf vfS'mj '’: 

drivers, desperate for ctis- -5*- 

tom. are offering convivial ’• r 

back-seat female company as z" -•-•J 

pan of the service, the Brij- u ' u lf, 'w 
ing Evening News said- h. 1 * . 

now common for drivers in 
cities across China to caju ;r ; 

pretty young women in w =- ; . 

front seat who jump into the j.,,.. ^ uc..--. 

back when the customer gets r y-^° 'L 1 . t ; 
in and amuse him with con- .° n 
servation, the newspaper^ V'f* ,..*. 

ported. In Nanjing. forexan»; v-t 
pie. 20 per cent of taxis now 
offer this service and sonw 
customers refuse to get » n j 
unless such a lady is preset*: 


the I*#** * ^ 

sl,w ^ ! aad*»n * tZj 
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Briton jailed 

for filming 
bare-legged g| t , , 

DUBAI (R) _ , ’ 

man has been jai| ed 
months and orde rf .% 
ported for iliicit| V ( i ( 
under the skirts of JS- 
“Omen in Dubai 
kets with a hidden «• 
camera, the news D " \ 
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the man, named 'Ad 
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such video fi| ms * a, 
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at home. An appeaiT ^ 
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°f those 

although none had been 
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sentence, the paper - 8 



A group of Rwandan refugees wait for authorisation from 
Zairean authorities to cross the border ai the Goma border 
post. Over 3,006 Rwandan refugees are still attempting to 
See into Zaire despite a new planned meeting between 


Rwandan and Zairean government ministers to lead to a full 
agreement on the voluntary repatriation of refugees (AFP 
photo) 
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SARAJEVO (Agendes) — 
Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic criticised Bri- 
tain and France Wednesday 
for threatening to withdraw 
their peacekeepers from Bos- 
nia if the U.N. arms embargo 
hftocT* ®° vcrnment troops is 

“These threats come from 
die two countries that have 
insisted on keeping the arms 
embargo on Bosnia, the two 
governments that gave a 
tremendous advantage to our 
enemy,” he told Reuters. 

“I would understand and 
respect total neutrality, but 
once you make a decision to 
deprive a people and a coun- 
try of the right to defend 
themselves in a cataclysmic 
situation you cannot just 
walk away because your 
troops are in danger.” 

Bosnia's Muslim and 
Croat-backed government 
has been battling Bosnian 
Serbs for 28 months. 

U.S. President BOl Clinton 
intends to ask the U.N. 
Security Council to lift the 
arms embargo against Bosnia 
if Serbs do not accept an 
international peace plan by 
Oct. 15. 

Bosnian Serbs voted last 
weekend in airefoiendum to 
.back their leaders in-rejecting, 
^he plan, which would divide 
Bosnia roughly in half be- 
tween the Serbs and their 
Muslim and Croat foes. 

- Britain and France, who 
contribute the majority of 
U.N. peacekeepers in Bos- 
nia, support the lifting the 
embargo as a last resort only. 

: They say the move would 
escalate what has been a low- 
intensity conflict into an all- 
out war, forcing them to 
withdraw their tightly-armed, 
widely dispersed troops. 


“I do not see the argument 
for automatic withdrawal,” 
Mr. Silajdzic said. 

“Instead I see the British 
and French responsibility and 
liability to Bosnia. It would 
be a final admission on the 
part of the international com- 
munity that they cannot stop 
a bunch of fascists killing 
people at their will in 
Europe.” 

Rebel Serbs have enjoyed 
a huge advantage in tanks 
and heavy artillery over gov- 
ernment troops throughout 
foe war and, until recently, 
regular resupply from neigh- 
bouring Serbia. 

The Security Council has 
repeatedly identified the Serb 
side as the aggressor in Bos- 
nia, and it locked this advan- 
tage in heavy arms in place 
with an arms embargo that 
hobbled government troops 
only. 

Mediators shrug off Bos- 
nia’s moral complaints, 
saying the embargo is de- 
fensible because it has pre- 
vented a wider Balkan or 
European war by containing 
foe conflict. 

France expressed support 
Wednesday for a Russian 
'pFbpoSal to hold a new meet- 
'hrg'Of foe international' con- 
tact group on Bosnia to con- 
sider lifting sanctions against 
Belgrade. 

French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
said Paris has suggested a 
meeting next week of senior 
officials, “with the idea of an 
eventual meeting at ministe- 
rial level.” 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev called Mon- 
day for a further meeting of 
foe five-power group at min- 
isterial level to discuss how to 


respond to Belgrade’s embar- 
go on its former Bosnian Serb 
allies. 

Mr. Kozyrev criticised foe 
West's lukewarm reaction to 
the Yugoslav move. 

So far Russia's partners in 
foe group — Britain, France, 
Germany and the United 
States — have insisted that 
Belgrade allow international 
observers along the Serbia- 
Bosnia border to make sure 
its break is made concrete. 

Mr. Du^ue said next 
week’s meeting should “ev- 
aluate” foe situation, espe- 
cially after Mr. Kozyrev’ re- 
cent two-day visit to former 
Yugoslavia, stressing that foe 
contact group's “continued 
coherence and credibility” 
was a priority. 

“At every stage of foe poli- 
tical and diplomatic process, 
(foe group’s members) have 
compared their analyses and 
adopted a common position. 
I believe rbe member- 
countries of foe group all 
support foe maintenance of 
this cohesion,” - he said. 

He could not say if sanc- 
tions could be lifted, recalling 
only that the contact group 
bad always taken a “double 
approach — to punish those 
who reject the plan and en- 
courage those who support 
it.” 

Belgrade, faced with in- 
creased sanctions against foe 
rump Yugoslav state of Ser- 
bia and Montenegro, severed 
ties with foe Bosnian Serbs in 
August over their rejection of 
the contact group's latest 
peace plan for Bosnia. 

The rejection was sealed 
by a referendum last 
weekend, with preliminary 
results showing that at least 
96 per cent of Bosnian Serbs 


rejected the peace plan which 
reserved 49 per cent of Bos- 
nia for Bosnian Serbs and 51 
per cent for the Muslims and 
Croats. 

Russia, long-time ally of 
Belgrade, described the 
boycott decision by Serbian 
President Slododan Milosevic 
as “courageous" and criti- 
cised foe West's “bureaucra- 
tic inertia” in facing new 
realities. 

On Tuesday, Washington 
said it was disappointed by 
Moscow’s stance which it said 
risked destroying the very 
cohesion within the contact 
group that had pushed Bel- 
grade to break with its former 
ally. 

The United States and 
Germany are insisting that 
sanctions cannot be lifted 
against Belgrade unless it 
agrees to international pat- 
rols to ensure that foe Serbia- 
Bosnia border is sealed. 

Washington is also keen to 
lift an international arms 
embargo which hits the main- 
ly Muslim Bosnian govern- 
ment hardest, in response to 
the Bosnian Serb “no.” 

In a newspaper interview 
Tuesday, French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
repeated a threat to withdraw 
French peacekeepers’ from 
Bosnia if foe arms embargo 
were lifted but said Bel- 
grade’s cutting of ties with 
the Bosnian Serbs “could be 
a turning point in the con- 
flict." 

In a separate decision, foe 
French cabinet Wednesday 
approved a bill adapting 
French law to allow coopera- 
tion with an international tri- 
bunal in The Hague, set up to 
judge possible war crimes in 
former Yugoslavia 


Support grows for Haiti invasion 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Support is growing for a 
U.S.-led invasion of Haiti if 
Haiti’s military refuses to 
bow to international pressure 
and step down, with Carib- 
bean countries and Britain 
pledging their backing. 
i The new support comes at 
i tnhe when foe U.S. admi- 
nistration is refocusing its 
attentions on the impover- 
ished Caribbean country af- 
tpr two weeks in which foe 
exodus of refugees from 
Cfcba took up most of its 
athjntfon. 

..If parallels a U.N. decision 
Tuesday, to abandon efforts 
jP negotiate the departure of 
Haitfs military junta after 
military leaders refused 
fo; infect with foe envoy of 
U.N; r : Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. 
t IiUhe/Jamaican capital on 


Kingston, four Caribbean 
countries agreed to contri- 
bute troops to a 10,000- 
strong multinational force in 
Haiti to support a possible 
U.S.-led invasion to oust foe 
military leadership in Port- 
Au-Prince. 

U.S. officials, seeking to 
keep the pressure on the 
military junta in Haiti, said 
that training for a possible 
military intervention would 
begin immediately in Puerto 
Rico. 

“The time for action has 
arrived,” U.S. Deputy De- 
fence Secretary John Deutch 
told Caribbean foreign minis- 
ters in Kingston. “There 
should be no question in any- 
body's mind that a multina- 
tional force is going to 
Haiti.” 

Jamaica, Barbados, Belize, 
and Trinidad and Tobago 


capped foe two-day meeting 
of foe 13-member Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) by 
pledging to contribute 266 
troops in a non-combat role 
to support U.S. fortes, said 
Barbados Prime Minister 
Erskine Sandiford. 

Two other member states 

— Guyana and foe Bahamas 

— said they were considering 
contributing forces to a Cari- 
com contingent. Antigua was 
first reported to be ready to 
send troops, but was later 
taken off foe list. 

If Guyana and foe Baha- 
mas join foe mission, Mr. 
Sandiford said, it would 
mean all Caricom members 
with military capabilities will 
be involved in the mission. 

At a news conference with 
Mr. Sandiford, U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott declined to predict how 


But he said, “there is a 
sense of increased urgency” 
following the refusal of Hai- 
tian military leaders to meet 
with U.N. envoy Rolf Knuts- 
son and the assassination of a 
Roman Catholic priest close 
to exiled Haitian President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide. 

The U.S. delegation later 
left for foe Dominican Re- 
public which shares foe island 
of Hispaniola with Haiti to 
seek more support in closing 
off the border, foe chief entry 
point for U.N. -prescribed 
goods into Haiti. 

Also Tuesday, foe British 
government said it was pre- 
pared to join a U.S.-led mul- 
tinational invasion of Haiti. 


Japan to spend $1 b on ‘war apology’ projects 


(R) — Japan 
Mnouhdsd Wednesday it was 
setting’ up a SI billion fund 
fpr cultural and vocational 
across Asia over the 
nett' decade as a token of 
®P®ipgy for. victims of 
Japanese aggression before 
1945. 

“It ts imperative for us 
lapantse to look squarely to 
out history with the peoples 
°f neighbouring Asia and 
Jjteeu^re,” Prime Minister 
Tfrnidhi Murayama said in a 
Statement announcing the 

i^E'plan, called the 
Tjjgfi y . friendship and ex- 
Jnl native,” includes 
il and student ex- 
v joint historical re- 
Worid War II, re- 
of-Koreans left be- 
the Russian island of 
and compensation 
• who served in 
military before 

__ ding “comfort 
WOpeny — ^ the estimated 
women abducted by 
Japanese army to serve as 



sex slaves in battlefield 
brothels — Mr. Murayama 
said the government would 
help build vocational training 
centres for women in Asia. 

Mr. Murayama’s plan to 
deal with foe continued furor 
over Japan’s wartime atroci- 
ties follows a series of law 
suits in recent years by vic- 
tims and civic groups across 
Asia seeking damage and 
government apologies. 

The programme is due to 
start next year, the 50th 
anniversary of Japan's World 
. War II surrender. 

The .announcement also 
followed remarks by two 
cabinet ministers earlier this 
year which triggered protests 
from both Koreas and China. 

Justice Minister Shigeto 
Nagano claimed the 1947 
Nanking* massacre was a fig- 
ment of Chinese wartime 

propaganda, while Environ- 
ment Minister Shin Sakurai 

denied Japan was an aggres- 
sor in World War II. both 
were subsequently forced to 
quit. 


Under foe plan, Japan will 
fund various youth and cultu- 
ral exchanges with Asian and 
other countries, engage in 
joint historical research on 
World War D, and set up an 
Asian historical document 
centre somewhere in the re- 
gion. 

Japan formally admitted 
last year that its army bad 
kidnapped teenage girls from 
homes and workplaces to 
serve as sex slaves. 

Many Filipino and Korean 
survivors, responding to ear- 
lier reports about foe voca- 
tional training scheme, have 
said the measure would be 
insufficient and are pressing 
for direct, monetary com- 
pensation. 

“On the Issue of wartime 
‘comfort woman,’ which 

seriously stained foe honour 
and dignity of many women, 
I would like to take this 
opportunity once again to ex- 
t press my profound and sin- 
‘ cere remorse and apologies," 
Mr. Murayama said in the 
Statement- 


Top government spokes- 
man Kozo Igarashi said foe 
government might help put 

together a private fund as a 
means to provide monetary 
compensation for former 
comfort women. 

“As far as foe government 
U concerned, there will be no 
compensation extended to in- 
dividuals," Mr. Igarashi told 
a news conference. 

Japan maintains that the 
question of reparations, 
either to states or to indi- 
viduals, was settled under the 
1952 San Fransciso Peace 
Treaty and subsequent bi- 
lateral treaties. 

Many governments, in- 
cluding South Korea and 
Malaysia, have said they will 
not seek additional state-to- 
state reparations for comfort 
women. 

Mr. Igarashi said Japan 
might add more projects io 

foe list, such as defusing che- 
mical weapons of the 
Japanese Imperial Army left 
in China and other plans for 
countries outside Asia. He 
did not elaborate. 
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Rwandan refugee talks stall 


GOMA. Zaire (R) — Talks 
between Zaire and Rwanda on 
the 1.2 million refugees in 
squalid camps in eastern Zaire 
ran into more problems 
Wednesday when the Rwan- 
dan delegations failed to turn 
up. 

On the other side of the 
central African country, the 
United Nations said continued 
killings were driving 12,000 re- 
fugees a week into Tanzania 
and five to eight bodies a day 
were being fished out of the 
Kagera River. 

A U.N. official said foe kill- 
ings appeared to be the work 
of Hutu militiamen turned 
bandits and not of Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) soldiers 
seeking revenge on Hutus for 
slaughtering Tutsi, tribesmen. 

After two days of postpone- 
ments to foe talks in the east- 
ern Zairean town of Goma, 
Zairean delegates waited for 
two hours at foe Community of 
foe Great Lakes building be- 


fore dispersing. “They may 
meet tomorrow,” one said. 

Delegates said the two de- 
legations of technical experts 
were having trouble agreeing 
on a working document and 
the process was also being held 
up by protocol over reception 
of the Rwandan ministers. 

Justice Minister Kamanda 
Wa Kamanda and Defence 
Minister Admiral Mavua, rep- 
resenting the Zairean govern- 
ment, must first receive Rwan- 
da's Interior Minister Seth 
Sendashonga and two other 
cabinet ministers, whose 
names have not been released, 
representing the Tutsi- 
dominated government in 
Kigali. 

The Rwandans, anxious to 
persuade the Hutus who fled in 
the wake of foe RPF victory to 
come home, are asking foe 
Zairean army to protect re- 
fugees who want to return 
from foe Hutu militiamen who 
terrorise the camps around 


Goma. 

The refugees fled to Zaire 
after RPF forces routed the 
former Hutu government army 
and allied militiamen who con- 
ducted massacres of Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus following foe 
assassination of Hutu Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana on 
April 6. The U.N. has esti- 
mated more than a million 
people were killed. 

Tne official Rwandan c ele- 
gates also want assurances, r\ al- 
lowing reports about a Rwan- 
dan training camp near Btka- 
vu. that the 28,000 members of 
Rwanda’s defeated army now 
in Zaire will not be allowed to 
launch a counter-attack on 
Kigali. 

They demand the return of 
money, weapons, cars and 
machinery taken when the 
army and Hutu-dominated 
government fled to Zaire. 

“That’s foe most dif 
area. It's hard to f -r L ^ 
from people wir.:v -e :• 


thing,” said one delegate. 

The Zaireans hope the 
Rwandan government can 
reassure refugees it is safe to 
return home, before the rainy 
season starts in earnest and 
brings a new wave of disease to 
camps where relief workers aTe 
only now starting to bring 
deadly diseases like cholera 
under control. 

Security is already a problem 
and shelter is likely to become 
one when rain starts to wash 
away the rudimentary shelters 
‘ housing many of the refugees. 

There are regular reports of 
lynchings in the camps, the 
latest Tuesday in Honga, 

northwest of Bukavu, where 

refugees stoned to death a man 
they accused of being a Tutsi 
spy. 

The United Nations has be- 
gun deploying a small number 
of human rights monitors to 
reassure refugees and gather 
evidence of human rights 
abuses. 


Nigeria’s 
sacked oil 
union 
chiefs back 
in court 

LAGOS (R) — Leaders of 
Nigeria's oil unions, sacked by 
military ruler General Sani 
Abacha in a crackdown on 
their nine-week-old strike to 
topple his government, were 
back in court Wednesday to 
challenge their dismissal. 

Represented by radical 
lawyer Gani Fawehinmi, him- 
self a target of armed attacks 
on several pro-democracy 
activists last week, the union- 
ists are asking foe court to 
declare their sacking illegal. 

At his first sitting on Aug. 
23, foe judge temporarily rein- 
stated them pending Wednes- 
day's hearing of their suit. 

Oil workers struck on July 4 
to demand Gen. Abacha free 
Mr. Moshood Abiola. the 
wealthy businessman widely 
believed to have won last 
year’s annulled presidential 
election, and cede power to 
him. 

Mr. Abiola is beirig~tried for 
treason for proclaiming himself 
president in defiance of Niger- 
ia’s army rulers, a case that has 
unleashed an avalanche of riots 
and strikes. 

Gen. Abacha sacked foe un- 
ion leaders in a state of foe 
nation broadcast two weeks 
ago in which he also ordered 
the oil workers to return to 
their jobs. 

Those in the state-owned 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) heeded 
the call but most of the work- 
ers in private oil companies 
have ignored foe order. 

The sacked union chiefs in- 
sist the strike continues. 

“We remain on strike,” a 
spokesman for the white-collar 
oil workers union PENGAS- 
SAN said by telephone. 

The union leaders have said 
they are in hiding to avoid 
arrst. Frank Kokori, the gener- 
al secretary of the main oil 
union NUPENG, which laun- 
ched the strike before it was 
joined by PENGASSAN, Was 
detained shortly after Gen. 
Abacha’s broadcast. 

Hie union leaders are de- 
manding in their suit that he 
should be produced in court. 

They are also challenging 
the government's appointment 
of administrators to run their 
unions. 

Their strike had choked off 
fuel supplies and cut Nigeria's 
crude oil production by about 
20 per cent. 

But the fuel crunch appears 
to be easing. The long queues 
for petrol visible in most cities 
in the last two months 
appeared shorter Wednesday. 

Motorists said the black 
market price of fuel had also 
come down. “Last week a 50 
litre jerrycan of petrol was 
1,500 naira (S68). Today I 
bought it for 800 naira (S36),” 
one said. 

Nigeria’s biggest oil refinery, 
located in foe oil city of Port 
Harcourt, reopened Monday. 

Three of foe country's four 
refineries had been put out of 
action by the strike. 

The Nigerian Tribune news- 
paper reported Wednesday 
that 15 people had been 
apprehended by securitymen 
in Port Harcourt while alleged- 
ly attempting to bomb pipe- 
lines leading from the refinery 
to other parts of foe country. 

It did not say when the 
arrests took place and a police 
spokesman declined to com- 
ment. 

The government has said it is 
taking seriously threats by un- 
ion chiefs to sabotage the oil 
industry, Nigeria’s economic 
mainstay. 

Gen. Abacha. feeing foe 
toughest challenge of his 10- 
month rule, last week sacked 
his army and navy chiefs. 



Crew members from the U.S. -Coast Guard authorities repo>ul seeing some 30 rafts on 

Cottar Legare rescue Cuban rafters some 30 the Florida Strait* by midday Tuesday (AFP 

mOes off the coasts of Cuba. Coast guard photo) 


Cuban exodus resumes \ i earnest 


MIAMI (Agencies) — The 
U.S. Coast Guard rescued 
731 Cubans trying to reach 
Florida by raft Tuesday, a 
significant increase since a 
weekend storm prevented 
people from leaving the 
Communist island nation. 

That storm and repeated 
warnings that rafters would 
be' held indefinitely at foe 
U.S. navy’s base at Guanta- 
namo Bay. Cuba, reduced 
the numbers of refugees dra- 
matically. 

Only 84 rafters were pick- 
ed up by foe Coast Guard 
Sunday, but that number in- 
creased to 295 Monday. 

By mid-afternoon Tues- 
day, Coast Guard ships had 
picked up 731 Cubans, a 
surge that mirrored what 
happened last week when the 
flow of refugees increased to 
as many as 3.000 a day. 

“We were kind of pleased 
with the low numbers we 
were getting,” said Chief Pet- 
ty Officer Steve Sapp. “We 
were hoping for zero, but 
now we’re back up to 731. It's 
not promising.” 

The Coast Guard had pick- 
ed up 17,559 Cubans in Au- 
gust, as of Monday, bringing 
the year’s total to 22,290 — 
more than in the last 10 years 
combined, said senior chief 
Luis Diaz. 

Cubans began fleeing their 
homeland in large numbers 
Aug. 5 after the worst rioting 
of Caban President Fidel 
Castro's rule. By last week, 
the flow of refugees had 
grown into the largest exodus 
since the 1980 Marie] boattift 
brought 125,000 Cubans to 
Florida's shores in five 
months. 

But a weekend storm that 
churned up seven-foot (two- 
metre) waves in foe Florida 
Strait and the new U.S. poli- 
cy of detaining all Cubans 
either at Guantanamo or an 
immigration detention centre 
west of Miami slowed foe 
flood. 

On Tuesday, however, 
dozens of rafts were sported 
bobbing in foe 90-mile (145- 
km) strait separating Key 
West from Cuba. 

“Everybody in the back of 
their minds son of expected 
this to happen,” said Lt. J-J. 
Fisher, commander of foe 
110-foot (33-metre) Coast 
Guard cutter Drummond, as 
it spotted rafters. 

The refugees waved flags 
and shirts to attract attention 
and pleaded for water. Coast 
Guam personnel on small 
boats threw them life rafts 
and tried to keep them 
grouped together to make it 
easier to pick them up for 
transport to foe Guantanamo 
Bay naval base. 

Although many of the re- 
fugees rescued in recent days 
have said they would rather 
be detained at a U.S. base 
than remain in Cuba, some of 
the 1,300 Cubans being held 
in foe barbed-wire tent camp 
at Guantanamo have asked 
to be sent home. U.S. offi- 
cials said. 

“We’re... seeing Cubans 
that are reporting that they 
would not have left if they 
had known they were going 
to Guantanamo,” said Chief 
Petty Officer Sapp. "Now 


you’re seeing some Vir 
Guantanamo • *. 

they want t. . t* 
wherever t 1 - ■ • . 

Cuba.” 

U.S. officials i»f c 

arrangements fc- - 
these refugees * ■- .VI • 
officials when U-. ' V * 
migration talks re^ - 
New York Thursday. ' < 

such talks were held * - 

cember. 

The rafter exodt •• his 
boosted recruitment in 
Miami's Cuban exile \ ara- 
military groups and promp- 
ted renewed calls for com- 
mando invasions and acts of 
rebellion to overthrow Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro. 

Commando leaders say the 
rafter exodus shows that foe 
Castro regime is losing its 
grip on foe Cuban people, 
and that conditions ma t be 
ripe for rebellion. 

The New York Times i i its 
Wednesday edition aid 
Panama would allow foe Un- 
ited States to house 10,000 
Cubans for six months at 
U.S. military bases along the 
Panama Canal and Honc.uras 
would take up to 5,OOU re- 
fugees. 

It said Panama and Hon- 
duras, which made the 
announcement Tuesday are 
foe first countries to >f£r 
more than a token resp j; se 
to the U.S. government's 
efforts to persuade Cirib- 
bean countries to help pro- 
vide for the flood of Cuban 
boat people. 

Cuba has picked seasoned 
diplomat Ricardo Alarcon, 
president of the National 
Assembly and a former fore- 
ign minister, to head its five- 
member delegation to the 
Thursday talks in New York 
vntb the United States. 

A Cuban government 
statement said Mr. Alarcon 
was the best qualified to deal 
with what it called foe “deli- 
cate issue” of emigration, 
adding he had ampte know- 
ledge of the “func mental 
causes” of the recent xouus 


■ nis was a reference to 
i ia's stance that the depar- 
■- of thousands of rafters 
Vs month has been caused 
. t just by what it views as 
-4 if air U.S. immigration poli- 
y toward Havana but wider 
issues such as foe longstand- 
ing U.S. embargo against foe 
Caribbean island. 

Reflecting this, a commen- 
tary in foe ruling Communist 
Party newspaper Granma 
said foe time had come “to 
find amidst the turbulent 
ocean waters the necessary 
political good sense and flex- 
ibility to allow Cuba to co- 
exist at the side of foe United 
States without interference, 
pressure or aggression." 

On beaches east of Hava- 
na, dozens of boat people 
were seen Tuesday morning 
setting sail or putting 
finishing touches to their ves- 
sels. Some of foe ramshackle 
rafts were seen returning 
Tuesday afternoon when foe 
weather grew stormy. 

Rafters said they planned 
on beating any change in 
policy coming from the U.S.- 
Cuba talks. 

A senior U.S. official in 
Washington said that at the 
Thursday talks, the United 
States would aim at “dis- 
couraging unsafe, illegal im- 
migration and encouraging 
safe, legal, orderly migra- 
tion.” 

U.S. officials indicated 
they aimed to nudge legal 
immigration by Cubans up 
toward an annual figure of 
20,000 in a bid to halt the 
flow of illegal boat people. 

The officials insisted they 
would rebuff any attempt by 
Cuba to extend foe talks, at 
foe U.S. mission to foe Un- 
ited Nations, beyond foe sub- 
ject of migration. The subject 
of foe long-standing U.S. 
trade embargo against Cuba 
is not to be discussed. 

The U.S. delegation will be 
led by principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Inter- American Affairs 
Michael Skol. 



Cuban refugees are helped in boarding a U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter on patrol off the coast of Cuba. The number of people 
fleeing Cuba on rafts has increased, following a period of 
bad weather (AFP photo) 
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Preparing : ^airo 

HER ROYAL Highness F na’s chair- 
ing of a meeting comp: Jordanian 

delegation to the Cairo Con i . .□ Population 
Wednesday in order to arti it .he Jordanian 

position is a timely exerc : view of the 
importance of the Cairo g . ag. The deep 
division of opinion betweei le participating 
nations on the critical issues per taining to birth 
control makes it all the mare pressing that 
Jordan’s stance on these ard related issues 
become coherent. There is of course the economic 
side of the equation touching upon the link 
between population increases a : d development in 
ail its aspects which w' ai ?ur« was also 
addressed by the Wedr aj "Stings. 

With regard to the r df. jg i ^ye before 


The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The challenge of professional 
tourism 


Delors keeps 
French guessing 


df . js> i riic before 

the global meeting in ' < rc,i s— fc clearly 

the abortion and birt * ^ isiues. On these 
emotionally charged ;is, Javdsd’s position 
has already been eli 4 in the Jordanian 
working paper adopt ■, > end of Wednes- 
day’s preparatory n Jordan’s position 

totally conforms to tin . i f Islam. This is 

indeed comforting am .j nians. 

Where we may fine :ich a 

perspective is the fact > , r . single 

school of thought in I: .piously- 

charged topics. Unfortu ate world 

is deeply divided on the L an and the 

use of birth control metin « adopting 

aggressive population com as and others 

dinging to more orthodox c The fact that 

some M uslim countries such di Arabia and 
Sudan have already opted t :ott the Cairo 
conference reflects the deep Ion within the 
Islamic world on matters relaw 1 to population 
control. In this sense resting the Jordanian case 
oa Islam without further identifying and clar- 
ifying this position may put Jordan on a collision 
course with the other nations of the world 
including those who share our faith. And that is 
not all. We must not forget that there are other 
minority religions in Jordan whose stand on 
abortion and on birth control a ry also have to be 
reckoned with. 

As for the other dimem ti of the subject 
matter, Jordan has a stake in f rpulation control 
since its meager resources, especially when it 
comes to water, must put a limit on the extent 
that we can accommodate pop ’> tion explosion 
whether naturally or by massm. nigrations due 
to political upheavals in the Middle East. How to 
reconcile all these considerations which could be 
diametrically opposed to one other on times is 
obviously the best challenge ring our delega- 
tion. Over and above these < n isiderations, Jor- 
dan cannot adopt policy guidelines in the confer- 
ence which are insensitive to the pressing needs of 
other countries of the world such as China, 
Indonesia and Egypt. The fact that Jordan is 
doing its homework in advance of the Cairo 
conference may indeed help thr Jordanian de- 
legation to be both constructive id sensitive to 
-Jordan’s peculiar circumstances. 

ARABIC PRESS COiWIWiH "TAMES 

AL RAT Arabic daily Wednc*>i i a more active 
European, particularly Fnjiu.h .nut fieiir . role to help 
achieve stability and peace >a the Middle f l. Referring ro 
His Majesty King Hussein's visits to r v and Bonn, the 
paper said that the King's policic appreciated in 
Europe and this was manife : Fi h and German 
official statements that sup) i ngdom’s peace 

endeavours. There is no doth h jropean nations 

realise that Jordan has shou h y burdens as a 

result of the Arab-Israeli con. .1 mtinues to offer 

assistance to thousands of displ. 1 ^li nians, said the 

paper. In their statements, the i -.n officials were 
explicit about their intentions to coii'*r- e to provide aid to 
the country not only to pursue the ' orts for peace and 
security in this region, but also ro hel ; t shoulder its heavy 
burdens, added the daily, ft is clear to the Europeans that 
Jordan seeks genuine and lasting peace and it is, therefore, 
hoped that the Europeans will come to Jordan's help in 
ensuring sustainable development and economic progress 
in the atmosphere of peace through continued economic 
assistance, the paper said. 

A COLUMNIST IN A1 Dustour daily described media 
attacks on the Lebanese government for housing the 
displaced Palestinian refugees as ridiculous. Moving dis- 
placed Palestinians from the pavements of Beirut to 
humble homes by no means aims at settling them per- 
manently in Lebanon, said Mohammad Kawash. These 
Palestinians had their homes destroyed in the civil war and 
the government is tiying to house them temporarily until a 
permanent solution can be found, said the writer. This 
move, he said, cannot be described as settling refugees in 
Lebanon nor can it mean that the Palestinians have lost 
their national identity, srressed the writer. The Lebanese 
have all the right to reject a solution to the refugees 
problem at their own expense and the Palestinians refuse to 
see a regional conflict settled at the expense of their loss of 
their own homeland, added the writer. He said that the 
current move to help the refugees, conducted in coopera- 
tion with UNRWA, can only be described as a humanita- 
rian gesture towards the helpless people. 
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JUDGING FROM what we hear these days, and what we 
have been hearing for quite some time, by government 
officials, businessmen and ordinary citizens, Jordan seems 
to have taken the issue of marketing itself as a touristic 
country quite seriously. If this is the case indeed, then a 
great deal of hard work needs to be done. 

The “if 1 here, first of all, is crucial. The question 
whether a country is touristically marketable is a real 
question. According to experts in the field, not any country 
with a few historical sites here and there (even if some of 
them happen to be quite magnificent), a few attractive 
locations and a few scenic views (no matter how breath- 
taking they may be) can succeed in selling itself to 
international or foreign tourists. Tourism is a complex 
matter — more complex than many of us think. In addition 
to substantial histone sites — which are archaeologically, 
aesthetically, anthropologically and culturally rich and 
profound — there has to be an interesting landscape, a 
congenial weather, an appealing social atmosphere, a 
mystique, a psychology, a philosophy. And there have to be, 
of course, viable policies and excellent services and 
facilities. 

And there is also an economic dimension. For a country 
(like ours) to make itself more visible and more competi- 
tive, a great deal of money is to be spent. How much will 
the country actually get in return? After all, tourism is an 
industry, a trade and an investment Whoever is in charge most 
carefully study the costs and the benefits. A few years ago, 
an Algerian professor of archaeologgy told me that in nis 
opinion Algeria (and this was long before the present 
messy situation offered itself) would not be. despite its 
overall historic and geographic richness, worth investing 
money in for no matter how much you spent on improving 
its overall touristic prospects, you would not get your 
money’s worth. He cited several reasons to prove his point. 

Whether the Algerian professor's claim about the pros- 
pects of tourism in Algeria is valid or not, there is truth in 
the theme of his claim: A country ought to assess carefully 
its own qualifications and study well its economic prospects 
before it launches the costly campaign of tourist attraction. 
We assume that our Jordanian tourism experts have done 
their homework in this respect. 

Secondly, there is no doubt that Jordan has done a great 
deal to encourage both local and foreign tourists to make 
use of its many charming spots. The neat/beautiful houses 
at Petra, the Dead Sea, Um Qais, Jerash, and other 
locations are examples of the fruitful cooperation between 
the public and private sectors of which we have seen much 
lately. Not long ago you could not find a single room during 
the high season in Aqaba; today, the situation has 
improved dramatically. The government has also improved 
transportation immensely; there is now a respectable 
network of roads and highways linking the various parts of 
the Kingdom, making trips to major sites and locations 
much more convenient and enjoyable than in the near past. 
Taking into account that Jordan is a developing country 


and that its resources are quite limited, the steps it has 
taken with the overall purpose of encouraging tourism are 
commendable indeed. This we must admit. 

Thirdly, despite these dramatic changes and improve- 
ments, we have a long way to go. In my opinion, there is a 
big difference between what we may call “casual” tourism 
and professional tourism. The former is spontaneous, 
haphazard, disorganised, or limited in scope. It is either for 
the local visitor who aims to kill time or the foreign visitor 
who comes for a specific purpose. The latter is much more 
conscious, well-thought out, well-planned, well-advertised, 
well-administered, well-executed. I would argue that ours 
has so far been primarily of the casual type. 

For causal tourism, we do not have to do much. We can , 
approach the things the way we have been for quite ; 
sometime. For professional tourism, however, we have to 
do a lot, if we want our efforts not to be wasted and if we 
want to generate real income. 

The following, among other things, are a must: 

— We need to take more care of the places we think are 
worth developing. Til rite one example to illustrate die fact 
that many of our potentially excellent tourist attractions are 
in a sorrowful state. A few days ago I went to A1 Harama. 
The hot water was great; the small hotel was acceptable. In 
the afternoon. I took a walk in the small town in which the 
hot spring is located, called A1 Mukhaybeh. I was shocked. 
Not only was it filthy, but it was also extremely neglected, 
out of shape, unappealing, depressed and depressing. This 
is a shame not only because the hot spring can attract and 
accommodate thousands of tourists, but there is also the 
famous site of the Yarmouk battle which could be 
publicised, the Yarmouk River, and the beautiful Golan 
Heights. The town could certainly use some basic facilities, 
some cleanliness, some trees on the sidewalk, nay a 
sidewalk, etc. 

— We need to prepare our citizens and educate them 
about tourism. So far we have not had a serious encounter 
with tourists; they are not part of our daily lives. Soon, they 
are expected to be. We need to explain a lot to our citizens, 
at the various levels of their dealings with tourists, in terms 
of how to deal with them. Tourists appreciate courtesy, but 


even have to offer courses at schools or universities with 
this end in mind. 

— We need to pay attention to the quality of service at 
our rest houses, shops, hotels, airports, airline offices. 


compare much. We have to be prepared to offer them the 
best of service, if we are to compete well. 

I am all for professional tourism, if we feel we are up to 
it. But the challenge is great. We need to radically alter the 
looks of our touristic sites, our facilities, our services, our 
public behaviour, and our attitude. Can we do all of this? 
And can we do it well? 


By John Folia in 

Reuter 

LORIENT, France — 
European Commission (EC) 
president Jacques Delors is 
keeping Socialist supporters 

guessing whether he will 
yield to their pressure and 
stand for the French pres- 
idency or slip into retire- 
ment next" year. 

He steps down in January 
after a landmark decade in 
Brussels and there is still no 
due whether he win ignore 
encouraging opinion 
polls and shrug off left-wing 
appeals to contest next 
April’s French presidential 
election. 

An ambivalent Delors, 
69, came under yet more 
pressure to stand on Sunday 
at a meeting in the Brittany 
Port of Lorient of his dub 
Temoin (witness), a left- 
wing political forum. 

Jack Lang, a flamboyant 
former culture minister 
close to President Francois 
Mitterrand, threw his 
weight behind Mr. Delors 
— without ever naming him 
in deference to the latter’s 
refusal to commit himself. 

“We make the wish that a 
strong-willed president 
should also be the man to 
recondle the French, and I 
believe I have been that 
man among us here.” Mr. 
Lang told an audience in- 
ducting Mr. Delors. 

“But I will not say his 
name... he is a free man, 
and he would be a president 
of recondliation and strug- 
gle to forge a true democra- 
cy in France,” Mr. Lang 
said. 

Socialist Party (PS) 
spokesman Jean Glavany, 
in an interview on Radio-J, 
piled on the pressure 
saying: "Delors is the best- 
placed” to challenge con- 
servatives favoured in opin- 
ion polls. 

For Mr. Delors, an ex- 
finance minister who joined 


the Sodalist Pam - in 1974 
but distanced hhnsdf from 
its apparatus and factions, 
such endorsement was not 
entirely welcome. 

Calls for Mr. Delors to' 
run have multiplied since 
former premier Michel 
Rocard was ousted as PS 
leader in June following an 
European Parliament elec- 
tion debacle. Mr. Rocard 
was previously regarded as 
the left’s natural candidate. 

As he loudly insists the 
value he holds dearest in his 
own independence. Mr. 
Delors has the unpleasant 
feeling that he is being 
boxed into a corner, his 
aides say. 

For a man hailed as die 
PS’ possible saviour, Mr. 
Delors had precious little of 
the preacher’s fire in him. 

In a short speech on Sun- 
day, Mr. Delors said his 
club temoin was “neither a 
presidential stable, nor a 
faction of the PS. nor a 
group which wants to con- 
quer a party.” 

But he did lift a veil on 
what could be the campaign 
issues, saying citizens were 
distrustful of the state, and 
blasting “those in power 
who manipulate the state.” 

He denounced conserva- 
tives who argue it is possi- 
ble to reduce taxes and 
maintain the welfare system 
intact, and appealed for 
more grassroots demo- 
cracy. 

Refusing to be swayed, a 
moody Delors blew hot and 
cold on the likelihood of his 
standing at a Saturday news 
conference. 

Signalling he might not 
stand, Mr. Delors said that 
he was not scared of retire- 
ment, that nobody had ever 
disposed of him, and that 
being a candidate could en- 
croach on his independ- 
ence. 

His closest aides say he is 
not playing games — he is 
genuinely undecided. 


Looking to the future, learning from the past 


By Nasouh A1 Majali 

THE FUTURE of the Mid- 
dle East region in the peace 
era was the focus of atten- 
tion of a group of intellec- 
tual Jordanians concerned 
with public affairs this 
week. 

The question of the 
young Jordanian people’s 
identity and its future influ- 
enced by the openness to 
Israel, was raised by one of 
the group, a physician by 
profession, who expressed 
fears that Arab youth 
identity could be lost under 
the pressure of the foreign 
and overwhelming currents 
that would undoubtedly 
leave their impact on Arab 
values and concepts, with 
the result that young people 
feel alienated in their own 
homeland. 

Another member of the 
group, a lawyer by profes- 
sion, is certain that the 
whole peace process is no- 
thing but ceding of Arab 
right. Expressing his asto- 
nishment at the speed in 
which the peace talks are 
proceeding, he wondered 
how the Arab society would 
deal with a new situation 
whereby Jews could at any 
moment be converging on 
us in the form of tourists, 
tradesmen or others. 

A teacher called for cau- 
tious steps, saying that 
Arab society is in need of 
“immunisation” in the face 
of the coming stage, warn- 
ing against rushing to 
embrace the Jews. In his 
view, the Jordanian society 
is in need of a new language 
and new mentality that can 
absorb this “revolutionary 
move” at the same time, he 
said, one has to respect 
people’s attitudes and feel- 
ings which have developed 
oyer the years of a totally 
different concept and 
orientation. 

The peace process was 
described by a leftist taking 
pan in this dialogue as a 
tool aimed at achieving for 
the colonialist powers and 
Israel what has not been 
accomplished through wars 
and conflict at the expense 
of the Arab Nation. In his 
view, Israel and the West 
have not changed their 
objectives at a time when 
Israel continues to occupy 
Arab land and impose its 
own will on the Arabs, 

The peace process came 
under severe attack by a 
religious person who de- 
scribed the Jews as “the 
killers of prophets” and 


who are not deterred from 
desecrating holy shrines by 
any inhibitions. 

These were some of the 
ideas toyed ovct by the 
group, and whether they 
are based on logic or senti- 
ments. they reflect similar 
situations among other 
groups of people who con- 
tinually express their 
apprehensions to or re- 
servations about the ques- 
tion of peace with Israel. 

When it was my turn to 
speak, I told the physician 
that the coming peace con- 
stituted a gate leading to 
the future, but noted that 
our trip after passing the 
gate is not ready made for 

It could be shaped by our 
endeavours and through 
hard work. 

If we are careful and able 
to chart a sound course of 
action that would guarantee 
our interests, we should 
fear nothing of the future, I 
told him. 

I indeed made it dear 
that peace does not mean 
that we have retreated from 
our objectives and sold our 
links with the Arab Nation, 
but it rather means substi- 
tuting the continual drain of 
our resources through war 
with a peaceful method that 
could save face on the one 
hand and help us regain our 
rights on the other. 

If some people are 
apprehensive and fear for 
our religion, we should 
realise that danger to our 
faith lies in misinterpreting 
its requirements or acting in 
such a way that drives peo- 
ple away from it through 
bad behaviour. 

The danger, in my view, 
lies with a certain group 
that imposes itself on us in 
the name of religion, acting 
as judges ruling over people 
with harsh decisions and 
verdicts, particularly 

whenever people differ in 
view with this group, which 
resorts to intimidation to 
impose its own will. This is 
done whenever people try 
to adopt a method or follow 
a course that would attain 
progress and prosperity in 
line with the requirements 
of the modern age. 

No one in the world has 
this absolute right, and the 
religious scholars can only 
call people to worship God 
and behave. These should 
make their call gently with- 
out intimidation or harsh 
behaviour. 

The danger to our reli- 
gion stems from within 


ourselves, especially if we 
fail to present the right im- 
age of the Islamic faith to 
the world and if we fail to 
uphold justice and modera- 
tion something which char- 
acterises our true faith. 
Danger to our faith results 
from our clinging to the 
past. 

It is true that Islam is 
targeted by Zionists and 
others, but should we de- 
monstrate a moderate 
course of action in life and 
if we follow the right path, 
our adversaries will be at a 
loss and frustrated. 

The best methods of call- 
ing to people to follow the 
teachings of Islam can be 
successful when they are 
presented nicely and prop- 
erly and attractively with- 
out any trend towards ex- 
tremist sentiments. Indeed 
we seldom see such positive 
attitudes in out mosque 
preachers, who are, more 
often than not, delivering 
sermons marked with an- 
ger, attack or condemna- 
tion, forgetting that the 
worshippers too have then- 
own intellects and senti- 
ments and feelings and that 
they can understand things 
without much ado. 

Reasoning quietly can be 
much more effective on 
people than the language of 
harsh language, especially 
as some of our scholars 
indeed possess influence 
through their eloquence 
and can set a good example 
to other religious leaders. 

Ours is a sublime faith 
and will remain safe aod 
sound as long as it escapes 
the abuse of those elements 
who are considered alien to 
Islam and our tradition. 

As to pan -Arab ism, it is 
in disanay, with the Arab 
World deeply divided into 
states and entities. It is to 
be regretted that these 
states have been bedevilled 
with their own regimes who 
consecrated divisions and 
whose actions have 
adversely affected the 
meaning of nationalism. 

The Palestine question, 
which is one of the most 
chronic and most compli- 
cated issues, has been be- 
hind the Arab World’s 
weakness and inability to 
achieve the aspired strength 
and progress. But the same 
issue has also given justi- 
fication to Arab regimes to 
suppress any trend towards 
socio-political change and 
progress. 

The result was some kind 
of schizophrenia, with Arab 


leaders acting totally diffe- 
rent from their beliefs and 
their concepts like saying 
that they advocate unity but 
are in fact acting towards 
consolidating divisions and 
secession, or claiming to be 
revolutionaries seeking li- 
beration, but are in fact and 
in practice wielding abso- 
lute power, oppressing their 
own peoples. And while 
advocating collective Arab 
action and economic in- 
tegration, they demonstrate 
their keenness on blocking 
any path leading to inter- 
Arab cooperation. 

Never was Arabism at 
fault. The fault ties with the 
political equation prevailing 
in the Arab World, which 
has rendered the Arabs im- 
potent in the face of 
genuine change in many 
areas. 

Yet the Arabs still have 
elements of unity and 
strength represented in 
their geographic and de- 
mographic proximity, 
which acts as a catalyst to 
the inevitable unity sought 
by the generations in the 
present and the future. 

For this reason, one can 
say that the elements of our 
identity and our religion 
and ethnic origin are all 
firm and solid. Should the 
pressure caused by the out- 
standing issues, including 
the Palestine problem end, 
democracy would rule sup- 
reme serving as the true 
lever that stimulates and 
enhances real power and 
that causes the required 
change and brings justice 
which opens the door for 
the future. 

Under democracy, the 
masses are the only be- 
neficiary, provided they are 
ruled by a wise leadership 
that steers them most con- 
structively and correctly to- 
wards attaining the require- 
ments of modern life. 

Democracy is bound to 
open for the coming gen- 
erations wider avenues and 
a promising future because 
democracy puts an end to 
repression and opens the 
door for creativity. 

Peace is a mere gate 
which once we pass we 
shoulder the responsibility 
of shaping the future. If our 
endeavour is serious and if 
we create the appropriate 
circumstances for success, 
our future and that of the 
coming generations is en- 
sured. 

Thus we can ask: What 
about our own role and our 
efforts in shaping a future in 


an acceptable and reassur- 
ing manner? 

To our friend who be- 
lieves that the peace pro- 
cess is a selling out of rights, 
I say that the peace process 
is nothing but an attempt to 
put right things that have 
been put wrong and to rec- 
tify awkward situations. 

The peace process means 
we have started to realise 
the internal and external 
issues facing us in our strug- 
gle with Israel, which has 
been futile due to lack of 
appropriate means and 
potential. 

In my view, the Arabs 
are still prisoners of their 
own slogans and their own 
beliefs which do not apply 
to reality. Our slogans are 
mere words justifying our 
psychological weakness and 
are said to compensate us 
for our impotence and 
shortcomings. For this 
reason, we have been acting 
like the ostrich trying to 
bide our heads in the sand. 

We have been satisfied in 
describing our defeat as a 
mere setback, our passive 
and idle behaviour as stead- 
fastness, and we have suf- 
ficed ourselves by rejecting 
bids for an end to the prob- 
lem without presenting 
alternatives and without 
any form of national strug- 
gle. Indeed we are very 
clever at creating terms that 
help us escape realities. 

I say to those fearing 
peace that it is the responsi- 
bility of the intellectuals to 
present their own concept 
of sound conduct that 
should, be adopted to help 
Arab citizens remain safe 
from hidden dangers inhe- 
rent in the coming era. Any 
citizen, regardless of his or 
her occupation or social sta- 
tus, is in need of guidance. I 
hate to think of a future left 
totally to the mercy of the 
merchants and the ambition 
of those who seek self- 
interest and fast gain. All 
the economic activities, 
which are fast moving in 
nature, are in need of some 
guidance and control lest all 
the coming openness fall 
victim to those with selfish 
interests and who do not 
harbour genuine national 
affiliation. 

The same can be said 
about the international in- 
vestments where Jewish 
participation is most likely. 
In this case, we should give 
priority to our national 
needs and should not re- 
joice over funds that come 
to Jordan regardless of the 


way in which they will be 
invested and utilised for the 
benefit of all. We should 
remember that Jordan was 
a recipient of huge funds 
over the past years, which 
unfortunately turned into 
an economic burden. 

Only when the people 
feel that investments and 
funds are aimed at ensuring 
prosperity for* the public in 
general can plans achieve 
success. We should remem- 
ber the recent experiments 
and the 1988 events and 
take a lesson from the past 
experiences. Our countiy 
will be successful only if 
priorities for investment 
and development are care- 
fully chosen to meet nation- 
al requirements. The suc- 
cess of projects can be best 
measured through results 
and ability to solve part of 
our economic difficulties, 
like unemployment and ex- 
ternal indebtedness. 

It is on these points that 
efforts by His Majesty King 
Hussein together with those of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan are being ex- 


and hardships similar to those 
of the past. It is for this reason 
that the leadership in the coun- 
try is keen on enhancing firm 
control at all stages, putting an 
end to corruption and excesses 
or abuse of authority. It is keen 
to employ a group of loyal 
and qualified people so that to 
utilise the peace era for the 
best benefit of the country. 

Finally, peace with Israel 
does not mean we should rest 
assured of safety. Israel is still a 
foe that fought us over tens of 
years and still seeks to abort 
our ambitions. Israel's policies 
contradict the elements of 
peace and all we hope to attain 
is to secure safety from aggres- 

At the same time, dealing 
with Israel should by no means 
serve as a justification for 
severing our ties with our Arab 
brothers. We continue to need 
Arab backing for the future 
and should realise that Israel is 
not an alternative to inter- Arab 
relations, but rather a new gate 
to pass through with great care 
to achieve our goals and pro- 
tect our interests. 

| As to cultural or intellectual 
invasions, they do exist with or 
without peace. But it all de- 
pends on os and on our actions 
in the course of insulating 
ourselves against danger. 

We should look at peace as 
creating new opportunities for 
us but that should never pre- 
vent us from seeking coopera- 
tion with our Arab brothers 
and attain our common Arab 
aspirations. 

The article is reprinted 
from A] Ra'i Arabic Daily. 
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Many festivals, same artists 


By Mohammad Mashariqa 

Tie last six weeks were exceptional in Jordan’s 
cultural life. The Kingdom witnessed four big festiv- 
als for culture and arts (Fuheis, Karak, Azraq ) and 
the holding of the third Forum for Literature 
Criticism , sponsored by the Ministry of Culture . The 
organisers pretended to be promoting local art and 
culture through the inclusion of domestic items on 
their programmes. A battalion of 200 poets and 
writers , fhe majority of them residing in Amman, 
were officially invited and expected to give their 
contributions at all these festivals. 

The festival’s administrators put a great deal of 
emphasis on highlighting the local cultural move- 
ment. The shortage of proper domestic culture 
however was evident The organisers blame writers' 
and artists who either did not show up at all or turned 
down the invitations. Those who turned up, howev- 
er, were forced to repeat themselves. Others were 
disappointed with the over all attitude of the festiv- 
al’s administrators. Some say that their concern did 
not go further than announcing the artists’ names in 
the newspapers. Writers and poets who accepted fhe 
challenge complain that the arrangements agreed 


with the organisers to put on a proper show were not 
taken seriously which in turn affected the quality of 
their presentations. 

The festivals and the forum were successful as far 
as projecting a positive cultural role, but they lacked 
better coordination and organisation. In order to 
provide enough time for all participants to make 
constructive and creative preparations, either these 
occasions should take place in different times of the 
year or the artists’ participation should be defined 
according to their readiness to offer the audience new 
and genuine art work. 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


The other change to be introduced is the way 
organisers deal with the concept of the regional 
festivals. Their ambition to have a big cultural event 
in small towns clashes with the festival’s objectives of 
presenting domestic experiments in the fields of art . 
folklore, history . archaeology and research to be 
done in exploring cultural symbols. 

If we take Azraq as an example , which genuinely 
blends Druze, bedouin and peasant subcultures, their 
is no doubt that such a festival has a great potential 


for cultural and touristic exploitation. The same 
applies to Fuheis and Karak , which are unique 
cultural treasures because of their historical and 
ethnic particularities. 

In spite of these facts, the festivals’ sponsors put a 
great dead of emphasis on famous Arab stars . giving 
them priority in terms of propaganda , accommoda- 
tion and recognition, while the local artists were left 
at the bottom of their agendas. The reasons behind 
this lay in the financial profit such shows are capable 
of producing. The second Fuheis Festival, for exam- 
ple, was this year a parade for Iraqi artists in different 
art fields and the slogans about the festival being an 
input in enriching Jordanian culture remained only 
sentences without meaning. While promotion of 
Najwa Knram's concert brought 13,000 visitors into a 
small town with unprepared infrastructure for host- 
ing such a high number, the poorly propagated 
recitals of the local artists, some of them interna- 
tionally known, were attended only by family mem- 
bers and friends. 

The same attitude dominated the Karak Festival. 

If seems organisers assume that the increase in the 
quantity of cultural activities, regardless of their 
content, should improve the quality at future festiv- 
als. But it could also be that their intentions, in the 


first place, is to make profit. 

Whatever their motives are the time has come for 
evaluating their work and looking into people’s 
expectations of the festivals. 

In order to secure conditions for local growth and 
open doors for international recognition, there 
should be a distribution of acthity among the 
festivals. While the Jerash Festival should maintain 
its international level, the town festivals should 
assume a local role. The local festivals should be part 
of a wider tourism policy mobilising local creative 
work. The Jerash Festival could select the best 
domestic art achievements and promote them inter- 
nationally. In order to play such a role, the Jerash 
Festival should grow into a big institution with a 
network of communities to be assigned the task of 
identifying the art movement not only on Arab and 
international levels, but also at home. In this sense, 
special attention should be given to the local partici- 
pants at the Jerash Festival. Their art work should be 
selected for the quality and content. AH local 
participants should reflect the Jordanian cultural 
image internationally. It is a big responsibility. From 
now on it is our foremost duty to cater for and breed 
the local art movement with deeper concern and 
higher consciousness. 


People who exercise ‘burn more fat even if they overeat’ 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 
TORONTO — People 
who exercise then reach 
for more snacks might not 
lose weight, but they will 
alter their body chemistry 
in a way that bums up 
more fat, a researcher re- 
ports. 

Dr. Jorge Calles, an en- 
docrinologist at the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, 
offered what he called the 
first carefully controlled 
study to show that fat 


burning increases signifi- 
cantly with exercise, even 
if people eat too much. 

People get their energy 
by binning a combination 
of fat and carbohydrates. 
Dr. Calles said. In people 
who are naturally lean , 
the ratio of fat burned to 
carbohydrates burned is 
higher than in people who 
are overweight 

Dr. Calles found that 
exercise shifts that ratio so 
people get a higher per- 
centage of their energy 


from burning fat. 

He reported his findings 
at the seventh internation- 
al congress on obesity. 

Dr. Calles said the 
study supports the idea 
that exercising can help 
people lose weight. That 
might seem obvious, but it 
has been the subject of 
debate among obesity spe- 
cialists, he said. 

** There's no question 
about the cardiovascular 
benefits, and no question 
exercise is helpful for peo- 


ple with diabetes,” Dr. 
Calles said. "But for treat- 
ment of obesity, there is a 
debate. 

"We are beginning to 
show that indeed exercise 
can be beneficial.” 

Dr. Richard Atkinson, 
an obesity specialist at the 
University of Wisconsin, 
said that indiridual varia- 
tions in fat burning help 
explain why some people 
seem to be able to eat a lot 
without gaining weight, 
while others put on weight 


much more easily. 

Dr. Calles’ study in- 
volved 20 people. Some 
were overfed 1,000 calor- 
ies per day and were not 
allowed to exercise, while 
others were overfed and 
assigned to do just enough 
exercise to bum up the 
extra 1,000 calories. 

In those who were over- 
fed without exercise, the 
amount of fat burned 
dropped from the equiva- 
lent of 518 calories per day 
to 97 calories per day. The 


burning of carbohydrates 
rose. 

In those who were over- 
fed and who exercised, fat 
burning rose from the 
equivalent of 406 calories 
per day to 685, while the 
burning of carbohydrates 
feU. 

In a separate study, 
John Blundell and col- 
leagues at the University 
of Leeds in England found 
that exercise can lead to 
appetite suppression and 
weight loss. But they also 


found that people who ex- 
ercise have to watch the 
fat content of their diets . 
because high-fat foods can 
overwhelm the beneficial 
effects of exercise. 

Subjects were offered a 
choice of either high-fat 
foods or high- 
carbohydrate foods after 
exercising. In an en- 
couraging sign, resear- 
chers found that the sub- 
jects bad no special pre- 
ference for high-fat foods 
after working out. 


Dr. Calles acknow- 
ledged that the numbers 
of people in bis study were 
small, but said it is diffi- 
cult to do large studies 
when people must be kept 
in a dime for days at a 
time to monitor their diets 
and their physical activity. 

The studies so far have 
been done on people with 
normal weights , he said. 
He is now planning similar 
studies with obese sub- 
jects, to see if they react 
differently to exercise. 




he past 


way in which they will be 
invested and utilised tor the 
benefit of all. We should 
remember that Jordan 
a recipient of huge funds 
over the past years, which 
unfortunately turned into 
an economic burden. 

Only when the people 
feel that investments and 
funds are aimed at ensuring 
prosperity for the public in 
general can plans achieve 
success. We should remem- 
ber rhe recent experiments 
and the 1988 events and 
take a lesson from the pas: 
experiences. Our country 
wil! be successful only if 
priorities for investment 
and development are care- 
fully chosen to meet nation- 
al requirements. The suc- 
cess of projects can be best 
measured through results 
and ability to solve part of 
our economic difficulties. 
Kke unemployment and ex- 
ternal indebtedness. 

It is on these points that 
efforts by His Majesty 
Hussein together with those ot 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan are being ex- 
erted. They are careful to deal 
with any eventualities and save 
the country from any problems 
and hardships similar to those 
of the past. It is for this reason 
that the leadership in the coun- 
try is keen on enhancing RH" 
control at all stages, putting an 
end to corruption and 
or abase of authority. It i* 
to employ a group of 
and qualified people so dial « 
utilise the peace era for 
best benefit of the country- 
finally, peace with 
does not mean we should |jj* 
assured of safety. Israel is 
foe that fought us over 0 
years and still seeks to aWJj 
oar ambitions. Israel's P° iia : 
contradict the elements 
peace and all we hope to ai 1 ® 
is to secure safety from 
aon. , , infl 

At the same time, de* 1 ' - 
with Israel should by no m fa 
serve as a justification ' 
severing our lies with our A*, 
brothers. We continue 
Arab backing for the udjfi 
and should realise that J» J ^ 
not an alternative to fater-A*. 
relations, but rather a new JjP j 
to pass through with great a 
to achieve our goals and J 


Learning to drive a Formula T car 


By Philippe Joubin 

Dreaming of being a Formula 1 
racing-driver, you veer left and 
then right and perform heel and 
toe manoeuvres. But you do not 
need to practise on your own 
car any more. The Winfield 
School, which is the best of its 
kind, enables you to make your 
dream come true and to be- 
come a Formula 1 racing driver. 


PARIS — In the clas- 
sroom. you could hear the 
flies. A dozen young peo- 
ple literally drank in the 
words of their instructor. 
The lesson was about the 
study of trajectories. It 
was theory which was later 
to be followed by practical 
training in a Renault 
Formula-type of single- 
seater racing car. 

Car racing no longer 
holds any secrets for the 
instructors at the Winfield 
School. Since 1964, more 


than twenty-six Formula 1 
racing-drivers have learnt 
their profession there. 
They include famous 
seniors such as Frangois 
Ceveit, Rene Amoux . 
Patrick Tam bay and 
Didier Pironi and more 
recent ones such as Alain 
Prost and Jean Alesi. All 
of them attended either 
Magny-Cours. or the Paul 
Ricard Circuit, which are 
the two centres for the 
French Formula 1 school. 

At regular intervals, the 


pends Onus and on our artjjj 
m the course of insult 
ourselves against danger. 

We Should look at 1*? ee u 
creating new opportune# 
us but that should never P 
vent us from seeking coop- 
noo with our Arab wJJ 
and attain qut common fx 

aspirations. 


trainee racing-drivers re- 
turn to the classroom to 
learn the theory of steer- 
ing and heel-and-toe tech- 
niques. which form the 
basis of a racing-driver’s 
profession. After that, . 
they train on the circuit, 
doing a few laps on a 16 
valve Renault Clio, 
together with an instruc- 
tor. Then comes the long- 
awaited momenr. Patient- 
ly. each student gets into a 
single-seater. They check 
the position of their hands 
on the wheel, examine the 
controls, receive the last 
recommendations from 
their instructors and they 
are off, with the four- 
cylinder engine roaring 
behind their backs. 
There is no lack of thrills. 
Slowly, the car swings out 
from the straight line of 
the stands and enters rhe 
circuit. They get their first 
feelings, their first contact 
and their first sweat. Their 
dream gradually comes 
true. 

One by one , the stu- 
dents climb into the seats 
and make a series of 
twelve laps, gradually 
going faster and faster. 
From the edge of the 
track, two instructors 
watch them and dissect 
the behaviour of each of 
them before holding an 
in-depth de-briefing to ex- 
plain the mistakes to avoid 
and the way to improve 
the qualities that they dis- 

play at the wheel. At the 

top of Winfield School become Formula 1 drivers end of the training ses- 



sion. once the twelve 
series of twelve laps have 
been completed, as well as 
the lessons on theory, 
each student is ready to 
take part in the selection 
for the semi-finals of the 
“Volant Elf”, which offers 
them the chance of a 
career with Elf. 

Dreams come true 

About twenty semi- 
finalist are thus selected 
from among the best stu- 
dents of the year. Once 
again, each of them does a 
series of twelve laps and 
only the five fastest are 
chosen for the final. It is a 
great moment and one 
which sometimes defer- 
mines their careers and 
their lives. 

However, not all of the 
most talented racing- 
drivers who qualified from 
the Winfield School won 
the “ Volant Elf'. Jacques 
Laffitte , for instance, 
who. throughout his ex- 
emplary career in FI, 
wore the logo of the 
school that was so dear to 
him. on his green crash- 
helmet. did not manage 
to win it. Neither did Jean 
Alesi or Damon Hill. But 
that did not and will not 
prevent these racing- 
drivers from having a fine 
top-level career. 

The day of the final 
dawns. The five young 
people look defiantly at 
one another. They are ex- 
tremely stressed. Patient- 
ly, they go over what they 





French driver Alain Prost has learnt his 
profession at Winfield School 

have learnt here. They 
walk round their cars, 
with a serious smile and a 
far-away look. After 
several series of laps, be- 
neath the attentive gaze of 
a jury consisting of actual 
racing-drivers . ream- 
leaders. journalists and 
time-keepers from the In- 
ternational Automobile 
Sport Federation, one of 
them will win a complete 
season in the Renault For- 
mula French cham- 
pionships. It is the first 


step on a career with Elf. 
which enabled so many 
young people to be able to 
drive a Formula 1 racing- 
car later on. Every year, 
two such awards are thus 
made , one for each cir- 
cuit. 

They patiently learn 
their profession at the 
Winfield School so that, 
one day. they may start 
out on a brilliant career 
and on the road to fame — 
L'Actualite En France. 
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Portugal’s giants lure crowds in ‘queen of festivals’ 


ByHelena Pozoiak 
. v ? Reuter 
VlAfyA DO CASTE LO. 


— Burly and 
sweating, the young man 
<taj&£'~Sow«ry frock and a 
Srint woman’s mask to 
*^1 bout the streets as a 
, otixj^bride looking for a 

"The costume weighs 55 
20 pounds),” says 
Vm°ld Pedro, before 
hoxstisg die garish papier 
waefeei. head- onto his 
wouldeis to become a col - 
ou^aJfour^metre (13 feet) 
giahti^jdanang his way 
duough^Portugal ’s “queen 

Of rap£ g/V 7 

For^Jpedrri-. and other 


days of boisterous danc- 
ing, brass band proces- 
sions and religious ser- 
vices in Viana Do Castelo 
offer a quaint glimpse of 
days gone by in this old 
fishing port in northern 
Portugal. 

Many dress in colourful 
traditional costumes and 
perform folk dances to the 
music of bagpipes and 
drums. 

The annual celebrations 
in honour of the local reli- 
gious patron, the Virgin of 
Agony, are repeated on a 
more modest scale in 
scores of towns and vil- 
lages across Portugal. 

But up to 150,000 pil- 

»n>»< holidaymakers and 


returning emigrants 
throng to Viana Do Caste- 
lo every August for a daz- 
zling display of folklore 
that has made this one 
"the queen of festivals. ” 

Pedro's dance mocks 
one of the festival tradi- 
tions, a parade by young 
girls dressed up as brides 
in all their finery to adver- 
tise themselves to poten- 
tial husbands. 

Girls clad in black 
beaded bridal dresses and 
heavy gold chains, holding 
candles as symbols of their 
purity, still march in a 
procession through Viana 
De Castelo every year, 
but they are no longer on 
the lookout for a suitor. 


The gold chains origi- 
nally represented the girl's 
potential dowry, but today 
they are family heirlooms 
lent for what has simply 
become a fancy dress pa- 
rade. 

Alexandra, a 14-year- 
old wearing her grand- 
mother’s wedding dress, 
admits that she is not real- 
ty trying to lure a groom. 
"Not yet anyway," she 
smiles. 

While the girls are still 
happy to dress up as 
brides , the festival orga- 
nisers say they have prob- 
lems in attracting teenage 
boys to dress as angels for 
another of the traditional 
parades. 


“ Boys are already 
thinking of other things ." 
said Amadeu Costa , 74. 
who was organising the 
festival for the 20th time 
this year. 

“ Viana's festivities are 
rhe greatest in Portugal.” 
he says, echoing a boast of 
many older people in the 
town. 

“In the old days people 
loved to meet and go fo 
the fairs — there weren't 
many opportunities for 
entertainment then, ” said 
one 71 -year-old shopkeep- 
er, remembering the 
hordes of people who used 
to flood into Viana Do 

Castelo’s festival from the 

surrounding countryside. 


The festival began as a 
purely religious ceremony 
in the 17th century, when 
local fishermen would 
pray for a safe year afloat. 
The image of “ Our Lady 
of Agony” is taken out to 
sea to bless the water ev- 
ery year. 

The event grew into a 
colourful popular festival 
after it was granted the 
status of a fair in 1772 and 
traders were allowed to 
set up stalls. 

“ This was the start of 
the festival as we know 
it.” Mr. Costa said . 

Although Viana Do 
Casfefo’s importance as a. 
fishing port has declined 

sharply in recent years. 


Mr. Costa scrupulously 
observes more than two 
centuries of tradition and 
insists that the festival re- 
tain its original link with 
the sea-faring community. 

“Most of Viana ’s fishing 
boats have been sunk or 
been left to rot now — but 
many, especially the older 
people, haven't forgone n 
what the * festas ' mean.” 
he said. 

Religious faith features heavily 
in staunchly Roman 
Catholic northern Portug- 
al, where people sprinkle 
holy water on rosaries in 
cars to protect themselves 
from fatal accidents and a 
special mass is held to 

launch new fishing boats. 


Retired fishermen raise 
their eyes heavenwards at 
the mention of “ Our 
Lady " and women trail 
barefoot behind her image 
as it is earned in proces- 
sion. This is a form of 
penance to give thanks for 
prayers granted . 

In the old fishing quar- 
ter people work through 
the night to carpet the 

streets with petals, creat- 
ing a floral walkway for 
the statue’s procession. 

“She is our protector — 
the most important thing 
you can have when you 
arc out at sea.” said’ 67- 
year-old Manuel Castro 
Cunha, who was a fisher- 
man for 55 year. s. 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

/A strange disease began affecting computers' opera- 
lion in the years 1990 and 1991. Smart buf unscrupu- 
lous programmers got the idea of inserting "program- 
ming errors" in their work. Such inretmionai “errors" 
were designed in a way that they would automatically 
copy themselves onto other disks and systems. They 
would therefore spread like a contagious disease. 
People named them, quite logically , viruses. 

The damage a computer virus does to a system 
tremendously varies from simple files erasure to 
complete blocking of the operation of a machine. 
The nastiest forms can be dormant on the unit's hard 
disk, and become active only weeks, months later. 
Some viruses can make the whole PC ( personal 
computer I behave in such an erratic way that it could 
take a few days before the user realises he was hit by 
a virus and calls for professional help. 

In 1992 and 1993. \i ruses caused extensive damage 
to computer systems worldwide. Mainly to PCs, 
because disks inter-copying is a very common prac- 
tice in the field of personal computing. /As it could be 
expected, anti -virus software was then designed with 
the aim to first dereef viruses and second to clean the 
disks from them. Advanced virus scanners — as the 
programmes for virus protection are called — have 
I utlfties that » ould guard PCs from the disease and 
detect ii before it even starts infecting the system. 

| Surprisingly enough, this year has seen much less 
virus attacks. Although the number of known virus 
I pattern now exceeds an awesome 2000. scanner 
programmes seem to have become very effective in 
protecting the systems. Some hardware manufactur- 
ers even include a built-in electronic circuit that is 
supposed to break any infection attempt. Even if 
such a device cannoi be an absolute shield, it 


chip talk 


certainly helps increase the protection level. 

ft could also be that software criminals, who have 
nothing to gain materially from creating viruses , are 
tired of their little game. Their act was like a 
stimulating, exciting challenge at the beginning. They 
wanted to prove to themselves that they could do it. 
They may not see any point in proceeding further 
now. They may also have been taught a lesson by 
being hit themselves by others' viruses . 

Perhaps the main reason behind the decrease in 
the number of virus attacks is the user’s high level of 
awareness and caution. Practically all PC users now 
use excellent scanner software. Even the non- 
professionals have heard of viruses and usually ask 
their computer supplier, a friend or any specialist to 
advise them on the best protection methods and j 
software. 

The chain reaction may just have been broken . j 
Without being over optimistic — there are still some 
viruses around — we can say that the threat has fallen 
welt below the panic level. It is a typical case where i 
awareness has defeated the disease. Would it be 
relevant to draw a comparison with other "real" 
diseases? Could this sene as an example? Only 
doctors could tell. 


castle tumbling down 


By Roxana Dascalu 
Reuter 

BRAN. Romania — Count Dracula 's legendary 
Transylvanian castle is cracking up. 

Engineers have found several fissures in the rock 
foundation of the 1 4th century fortress and warn it 
could collapse unless sufficient cash is found for 
repairs. 

Bran Castle, set amid picturesque but earthquake- 
prone mountain slopes 200 kilometres north of 
Bucharest, is at risk from a major tremor, they say. 

But state funds for emergency consolidation works 
have run dry. 

The building earned its reputation as a house of 
horrors from old stories about the mediaeval Prince 
Vlad Tepes — known as Vlad The Impaler — the 
role model for 19th century Irish novelist Bram 
Stoker's Count Dracula. 

In the dark ages, vlad earned a blood-curdling 
reputation for impaling his unlucky foes on sharp- 
ended spikes. 

The road leading to the castle is still called " the 
road of spikes" in local jargon — as a memento to the 
prince's habit of impaling criminals on the roadside 
to discourage thieving. 

Whilst there are no bats fluttering around creaking 
coffins or fanged fiends lurking in dark corners. Bran 
Castle does boast one or two creepy features to help 
tourists’ imaginations along- 

Standing aloof on a rock jutting out of the 
surrounding dark woods, the spires on its main 
towers pierce the sky with a sinister air. A sonorous 
chime on one of the towers is activated whenever a 
storm approaches. 


And one of the main attractions in its 56 rooms is a 
huge, intricately-decorated four-poster bed — ^ 
adjacent crucifix. 

Thousands of tourists drawn by the Dracula legend 
and the beauty of the surroundings regularly fhek to 
the castle gates . to visit the premises and an ope n'^ 
village museum on the castle grounds. 

Chances of finding the repair money lie more with 
them than the cash-strapped government, many 
believe. 

The cost of mending the cracks is estimated at 
some $272,000 — a small bite for Dracula. but more 
than Romania can apparently afford. 

A small chapel in the inner yard of the castle 
contains the grave of Prince Mircea. youngest son of 
Romania s former Queen Marie, to whom the castle 
passed after World War I. 

A headstone which fell from the grave has still not 
been replaced after two years. 

The slab was taken away for repairs, and it has not 
been returned since, curators say. “ You see. there is 
little money for repairs." one added. 

Queen Marie had the Castle interiors redecorated 
and modernised and she used it as a summer 
residence. 

But its fortunes waned after World War II when 
Moscow-backed Communists seized power in Roma- 
nia and abolished the monarchy in 1947. 

Abandoned and laid waste after the war, it became 
a museum in the late 1950s. It was closed seven years 
ago for repairs and reopened to the public last year. 

“ In the end. it seems that Dracula holds the key to 
our problems . " one woman said, as she watched rows 
of Japanese. Arab and Western holiday makers 
climbing the steep mountain slope to the castle. 


THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


rt- Angler: A man who spends rainy days sitting on the 
1 muddy banks of rivers doing nothing because his 
I wife won’t let him do it at home. 


& Hero: A man who is famous today and will bore us 
tomorrow. 


& Doctors: The best doctors in the world are: Doctor 
Diet. Doctor Quiet and Doctor Meniman. 


& Bachelor: A man who enjoys the chase and does 
not eat the game. 


& Husband: A man who is what is left of the lover 
after the nerve has been extracted. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Despise vour purse, but consider your person. 

Aheen filsak wala taheen nafsak. 

— God never expects you to do more than you can. 

La yokallifol 'lah u nafcan ilia woss'aha. 

— I'm proud and you proud, who shall carry the dirt 
out? Ana amir wa 'anta amir. Taman yassookul batnir? 

— Ill-gotten property never lasts. 

Malul baram la yadoom. 

— It is a blessing to keep moving. Fil haraka banka. 

— When the cat is away, mice will play. 

_ Eza gbab el-kit, il’ab ya far. 

j — i urr j way from evil’s way . and let it pass. 
j Zb 'id anisb’shar wa gannHub. 

j — Laugh and the world would laugh with you. 

Id’bak tad’hak lakad’donia 


TIME FOR FUN 

& A stupid man got into a restaurant and ordered a 
dish of macaroni which he has never tasted before. 
On seeing them, he thought they were small snakes 
grilled m an oven. As soon as he stared eating, one 
: c: them fell conn on his clothes. rV-- ir.g scared, he 

called the owner of the restaurant saying: Help me. 
sir, there's one here which is still alive!” 


<r After the departure of the train, the station master 
saw a man bursting with laughter. 

“What are you laughing at, sir?" said the master to 
the man. 

“ Strange is this world. He invited me to his home 
and then c:.m- r.» see me off at the station. He took 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

J. What is the Fourth Estate? 


2. What was the Pyramid of the Sun? 

3. Who were the Macaronis? 

4. What is the largest railway station in the world? 

5. What does the phrase “a hundred grand ” mean? 


YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 
(Bom on 6th June) 


- Has strong magnetism and is very attractive to the 
opposite sex. 

- Dislikes any form of restraint and has a great desire 
for independence. 

- IBs ambition is to rise above his friends. 

- A pleasant personality to meet and is always 
charming to be with. 

- His talk is interesting and lively. 

- Fond of music, dancing and poetry. 

■ Loves a life full of ease and luxuries, money and 
happiness. 

- Prefers spending to saving. 

■ Considerate and optimistic. 

- Emotional but keeps his emotions to himself. 

■ His anger doesn't easily subside. 

- Very responsible and loves his children, .but re- 
ceives little happiness from them. 


— Sharp, brilliant, quick and sensitive. 


PUZZLES 

(A) What everyday word in the English language is 
most often pronounced incorrectly. 


(B) Which of these three cities is nearest to the 
equator? And which is farthest? 

EDINBURGH, Scotland; GLASGOW, Scotland; 
MOSCOW, Russia. 

(C) HIDDEN WORD: 

Can you make out a four-letter word hidden in this 
strange figure? 


Thursday, Sept. 1 

8:30 The Heart of Courage 


9:10 Murder She Wrote 
10:00 News In English 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Friday, Sept. 2 


8:30 Sixty Minutes 


10:00 News In English 


Saturday, Sept. 3 


How do eating plants devour flies... and how thev 
defend themselves. 

8:30 Movies , Videos And Games 

The latest in video and computer games, as well as the 
latest best selling movies, like: Backbeat. Four Wed- 
dings. and a Funeral and Cool Running. 

9:00 One To One 

9:30 The Campbells 

A Time For Goodbyes 

Will Dr. James accept an excellent offer to work in 
Toronto? 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — Happy New Year 

Starring: Peter Falk. Charles Dunning 

A comedy about two outlandish crooks who are out to 
rob a jewelry store... but one false step will buv a 
one-way ticket to jail.! 

Sunday, Sept. 4 

7:30 F.B.I — Untold Stories 


Monday, Sept. 5 


7:30 Black Beauty 



8i30 Step By Step 

Dina thinks she is actually free to go to a Chicago 
University... little does she know that Kodie is at her 
heels. 

9:10 Quantum Leap 


Sam goes back in time to 19ft2. His job is to serve at a 
mansion owned by a rich man. known for his selfish- 
ness and aggressive behaviour. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Snowy River 

Kathleen and Luke are both out looking for something 
— and both find love. 


Bella is accused of stealing the horse. Beauty, but one- 1 £ 
person comes forward to help reveal the 'truth. , \ 


Vanessa fails her exams but still manages to hold a 
party at home. 

9:10 Galactic Odyssey 
A Chat With ET 

Any signals from outer space indicating life on other 
planets? A question put to scientists to find an answer. 

10:00 News In English 


Steve s mission is to save an old man from an imminent 
death. 



Tuesday, Sept. 6 


How to combat lead poisoning — that gets to people 
through dust and certain kinds of paints. 

8:10 Hollywood Stuntmakers 

Best shots from movies where stuntmen perform some 
of the most dangerous and risky acts. 

9:30 The Commish 


The commissioner fight against cutting down his 
department s budget, as saving people's lives is cer- 
tainly much more important than figures on paper. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Come In Spinner 

In Sydney. Australia, during World War II. we follow 
the lives of three women... who seek company. 

Wednesday, Sept. 7 

7:30 P.M. Magazine 


Bob happens to hear unfavourable criticism of his 
work... trom the room next door. 

9:10 The Nature Of Things 

Cardiac diseases, and how the high degree in hlool 
cholestrol adversely affects the heart. 4 

10:00 Slews In English 

10:20 The Nanny 

Fannie's Choice 

Would the nanny go through her plans to get married 
and leave her job with the ShefieIJs ? 
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Jamie Lee Curtis — slinky, or rather, gumby 


By Douglas J. Rowe 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — In the 
black minidress she's 
wearing, Jamie Lee Curtis 
comes across as slinky. 
She's wiry, rubbery. 

More and more , the er- 
stwhile “scream queen” 
who first gained attention 

with 1978’s Halloween 
warms to being a physical, 
comic actress. 

“I like being a clown. 
And I think a down really 
is a nice way to put it, 
because of its mixed mes- 
sage that you get: A down 
doesn't take itself too 
seriously — ■ it can make 
you cry and it can make 
you laugh. And that’s 
what a good down can 
do,” said the 35-year-old 
Curtis, who co-stars with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
the action -adventure 


movie True Lies. 

“ I really look at my job 
as being just a female, 
paid movie down,” she 
'said. “It means I can use 
my whole body. I'm most 
proud of my body work in 
this movie — not my 
shape . ' but my 


Curtis credited comedy 
actor John Ritter with 
offering good advice. 

“ I remember John com- 
ing up to me and saying, 
‘no matter what, just re- 
member: “You have very 
funny feet, '” she said, de- 
monstrating by fending off 
an imaginary amorous 
suitor with her legs and 
feet. 

Director Terry Gilliam 
also urged ber to concentrate 
on comedy , saying: “ Why 
don’t you stop trying so 
bard to be a 'good' actress' 


and do what you're good 
at?...” 

“It was a great gift he 
gave me, because what he 
was saying is, ‘you're fun- 
ny. You're a light, funny 
woman. ” 

Her range of perform- 
ances is wide, encompas- 
sing her early horror 61ms, 
sexy roles in Trading 
Places and Perfect and a 
tough cop in Blue Steel, as 
well as softer parts in 
Dominick And Eugene 
and My Girl . 

Still, she’s taking Gil- 
liam and Ritter’s advice 
on comedy seriously. 

“Now, I'm relly aware 
of how you can be so 
duplicitous, or ‘ triplici - 
tous.'if that's a word. You 
can be using so many 
things with each other So 
you can be saying some- 
thing. your foot can be 


doing something else , 
your hand can be dong 
something else” — all 
conveying something 
different, even contradic- 
tory, she said. 

As Helen Tasker, the 
frumpy legal secretary 
married to a superspy who 
she thinks is a boring com- 
puter salesman, Curtis dis- 
plays her ability to be a 
demosthenes of body lan- 
guage. 

She metamorphoses 
from mousy to macho af- 
ter almost dallying in an 
extramarital affair and 
then getting involved in 
her husband’s real busi- 
ness — stopping terrorists. 

Once Helen has thrown 
off the shackles of a bored 
wife, she performs a strip- 
tease dance that's a fun 
synthesis of silliness and 
sexiness, leaving True 


Lies fans abuzz. 

Despite her success, 
Curtis said it's unnatural 
for ber to talk about the 
craft of acting because she 
thinks of her abilities as 
1 * instinctive ' 4 (possibly 
that's by dint of having 
actress Janet Leigh and 
actor Tony Curtis as pa- 
rents). 

"I’m not a particularly 
intelligent human being. 
And beyond what my in- 
stincts tell me about some- 
thing, I'm not particularly 
learned, ” Curtis said early 
in the conversation. 

Later, she returned to 
that notion, talking about 
how she thinks of her life 
as a hallway with check- 
points. 

“ ft's not like I went to 
JuilUard and can do a 
French West Indies ac- 
cent, as well as a Tibetan 


* accent as well as tap dance 
as well as do 
Shakespeare. ” she said. 

Consequently, she de- 
scribes herself as having 
“a very delicate confi- 
dence” and feeling an- 
xious about the friture, 
which beckons with a se- 
quel to A Fish Called 
Wanda. 

*7 am one of those peo- 
ple who likes to know the 
end of books before I read 
them,” shne said. “OK, 
she's dead , he’s not. she’s 
divorced, he’s got a baby. 
OK, ” she said. 

Only then, she said , can 
she start with page one. 

‘7 don’t like suspense. 
Don’t like surprises at all. 
Never, ever throw me a 
surprise party. ...I would 
probably get angry. I 
don't like to be surprised. 
It scares me. ” 





Jamie Lee Curtis 
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Autumn movies loaded with dramas 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Can Hollywood get serious and 
still score a record year at the box office? That's the 
issue faring the studios as they prepare for a faff 
season inordinately filled with dramas. 



Tom Cruise stars in the movie Interview 
With The Vampire 


The Hood of serious-minded movies partly is 
motivated by the film companies' strategy of slotting 
their Academy Award hopefuls toward the end of the 
year. The reasoning is that movies released late will be 
fresh in the voters 4 minds. 

However, no one ever forgets an excellent movie 
screened earlier in the year: such as, Oscar winner The 
Silence CM" The Lambs, which opened in February . 

The companies also have shown an increasing 
reluctance to send dramas into the summer market- 
place. That's when out-of-schoolers and vacationers 
seek more mindless entertainment , mainly high-speed 
action and over-the-top comedy. 

John Krier, whose Exhibitor Relations Co. tracks 
box-office performance, believes a new record is 
doubtful. 

“The current total is about $1.9 billion, which is 1 
or 2 per cent ahead of last year's record, which 
finished at $5.2 billion,” be observes. 

“But in looking over the fall product, I see no 
potential Fatal Attraction, Crocodile Dundee or Stand 
By Me — pictures that have “legs. ” Unless something 
surprising pops up, it's going to be a hard autumn — 
a lot of tough sells and too many Formula pictures out 
there.” 

Here's sampler of what ticket buyers can expect 
during the autumn season: 

DRAMA 

— Nobody's Fool — Paul Newman returns to a 
family be left behind. With Jessica Tandy and 
Melanie Griffith. Opening sometime in October. 

— The Perez Family — Marisa Toma and Anjelica 
Huston in a story of Cuban refugees. Nov. 11. 

— Pontiac Moon — Ted Danson is an eccentric 
teacher and Mary Steenburgen bis reclusive wife in a 
story that parallels the 1969 moon landing. OcL 21. 

— A Simple Twist Of Pate — Steve Martin stars in 
his own script about a man who struggles to keep his 
adopted daughter. Sept. 2. 

— Quiz Show — Robert Bedford returns to 
directing with a comedy-drama about the 1950s TV 
quiz show scandals. Sept. 16. 

— Ed Wood — Tim Burton essays the strange life 
of the maker of Scbhcky movies. Johnny Depp stars. 
Oct. 7. 


— The Shawshank Redemption — murderer Tim 
Robbins befriends another lifer, Morgan Freeman, in 
a New England prison. Sept. 23. 

— Interview With The Vampire — vampire Tom 
Cruise gives an interview to Christian Slater telling of 
his 200-year travails. Nov. IS. 

— Love Affair — Warren Beatty. Annette Bening 
and Katharine Hepburn update the twice-filmed 
tearjerker canonised in Sleepless In Seattle. (The 
second version was retitled An Affair To Remember.) 
Oct. 14. 

— Second Best — William Hurt as a single man in a 
Welsh village who adopts a disturbed boy. Sept. 30. 

— The War — Kevin Costner [days a supporting 
role in a southern story about a boy (Elijah Wood) 
and a treehouse. Nov. II. 

— Mrs. Parker And The Vicious Circle — Jennifer 
Jason Leigb as Dorothy Parker with an ensemble cast 
as 1920s New York literati. Nov. 23. 

— Miracle On 34th Street — Richard Attenbor- 
ough as Santa Claus in a remake of the holiday classic. 
Nov. 23. 

— Blue Sky — Jessica Lange and the omnipresent 
Tommy Lee Jones as a lascivious wife and a dedicated 
nuclear engineer. Sept. 16. 

ACTION/ADVENTURE 

— Terminal Velocity — Skydiver Charlie Sheen 
becomes involved in international intrigue when a 
student, Nastassja Kinski, turns out to be a KGB 
agent. Sept. 23. 

— Star Trek: Generations — Capt. Kirk (William 
Sbatner) joins Patrick Stewart and bis next genera- 
tion” Crew. Sept. 18. 

— Rapa Nui — Jason Scott Lee as a tribal leader in 
the 17th-century turmoil on Easter Island, Sept. 9. 

— Silent Fall — Child psychologist Richard 
Dreyfuss tries to solve a double murder. Oct. 28. 

— The Specialist — Sylvester Stallone as an 
explosives expert dodging danger in Miami. With 
Sharon Stone, James Woods and Eric Roberts. OcL 
7. 


— June Cop — Jean-Claude Van Damme in the 
next century battles a new brand of criminal: Manipu- 
lators of time travel. Sept 16. 

— The River Wild — Meryl Streep in an action 
picture; she and husband David Straithaim take a 
rafting trip in an effort to save their marriage. Sept. 
30. 

— A Good Man In Africa — Colin Friels and Sean 
Connery in a mixture of politics and adventure, 
directed by Bruce Beresford (Driving Miss Daisy). 
Sept. 9. 

— Pulp Fiction — Three stories by Quentin 
Tarantino inspired by lurid crime fiction. Includes 
John Travolta , Bruce Willis, Eric Stoltz, Uma Thur- 
man and Christopher Walken. Oct. 7. 

— Mary Shelley's Frankenstein — He’s back, this 
time with Robert De Niro in the platform shoes and 
Kenneth Branagh as the doctor and director. Nov. 4. 

— Stargate — Kurt Russell. James Spader and 
Jaye Davidson (The Crying Game ) hunt mysteries in 
the Egyptian desert. Oct. 28. 

COMEDY 

— The Road To Wellville — Anthony Hopkins as 
tum-of-the-eentury health guru Harvey Kellogg, co- 
starring Bridget Fonda , Matthew Broderick, John 
Cusack and Dana Carvey. Oct. 21. 

— Junior — Former Twins Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger and Danny Devito reunite in a fantasy about an 
odd kind of pregnancy. With Emma Thompson and 
Frank Langelia. Nov. 23. 

— The Scout — Failing baseball scout Albert 
Brooks discovers a hot but eccentric prospect. Bren- 
dan Fraser. Sept. 30. 

— Welcome To Paradise — Nicolas Cage and two 
brothers come to a small town from New York to pull 
off a big beist, but the natives charm them. Sometime 
in October. 

— Speechless — Michael Keaton and Geena Davis 
fall in love although they write speeches for opposing 
candidates. Sound Familiar? Dec. 16. 


CHILDREN 

— A Troll In Central Park — Don Blutb's seventh 
animated film takes another shot at the Disney 
monopoly. OcL 7. 


— Trial By Jury — Joanne Whailey-KHmer plays a 
juror threatened in the New York trial of a crime 
boss. Also with William Hurt and Armand Assante. 
Sept. 9. 
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By Sebastian Smith 

. Agence France Presse 

MOSCOW — Russian 
women are discovering 
themselves and the West- 
ern fashio n industry is dis- 
covering them i, but low 
pay and unemployment 
keep the glamour “revolu- 
tion” beyond the means of 
most woman. 

. As post-Soviet women 
undo their beehives , 
date off the babushka 
' look and head for the 

swanky beauty salops and 
haute-couture shops, they 
are also asserting inde- 
pendence and women’s 


rights , fashion industry 
representatives said. 

" There’s a future be- 
cause the Russian woman 
travels now, she knows 
what's going on in the 
world , she learns,” said 
Jean-Noel Lemond, the 
26-year-old artistic mana- 
ger at the recently opened 
Jacques Dessange Beauty 
Salon in Moscow. 

But the glittering world 
of Versace and Christian 
Dior in the capital’s shops 
has nothing to do with the 
lives of most modem Rus- 
sian women, said Tatiana 
Leontieva, a Moscow - 




based academic and presi- 
dent of the “Women for 
Conversion ” Foundation. 

In the last three years 
women have been particu- 
larly vulnerable to rapid 
growth in unemployment, 
alcoholism and crime , Ms. 
Leontieva said. 

Prostitution rings run by 
organised crime gangs are 
often ignored by corrupt 
or lax police forces, she 
said. 

In urban areas, 80 per 
cent of the regularly un- 
employed are women, 
while mental illnesses and 
saidde are on the rise, she 
said. 


Men's alcoholism has 
always been a “ serious 
problem for Russian 
women and now about 70 
per cent of tbe rapidly 
growing violence against 
women is caused by their 
drunken partners or rela- 
tives,” she said. 

At tbe Jacques De- 
ssange salon the prognosis 
is more bullish. 

Haircuts range from $44 
to $110, about tbe average 


dans will dip, massage, 
cleanse, vibrate and tan a 
body from bead to toe. 


Some 50 customers 
come in daily, Ms. 
Lemond said. 

“Every woman decides 
wbat's important to ’ her. 
One decides she needs 
good food, another good 
furniture, ” said EUena 
Chynosova, 30, who had 
come to have her hair cut 
by Ms. Lemond. 

Was tbe haircut impor- 
tant to ber? ‘“Absolutely.” 
Ms. Chynosova replied. 

The salon opened in 
June and Jacques De- 
ssange is planning a 
second in Moscow next 
year, followed by one Saint 
Petersburg, Ms. Lemond 


Annemarie Van Gall ', 
director of tbe publisher 
of tbe Russian edition of 
Cosmopolitan, also be- 
lieves that Russian women 
are leaving their dowdy 
past behind. 

The success of the 
magazin e, whose articles 
on sex and power are a far 
cry from the Soviet-era 
monthlies such as Woman 
Peasant and Woman 
Worker, shows that more 
than an elite is joining the 
Russian beauty revolu- 
tion, she said. 

Circulation of the first 


issue was 60,000 and it is 
expected to almost doable 
by tbe third issue due at 
the end of August, she 
said. 

“It shows that Russia is 
definitely changing. ...No 
one has ever spoken to 
them in that language be- 
fore — that you stand up 
for your life. You love to 
be beautiful, but you do it 
for yourself,” Ms. Ivan 
Gaal said. 

One of the many beefy. 


hope of being able to 
spend time and money on 
beauty. 

“That will never hap- 
pen,” said tbe worker, 
sweeping under a giant 
statue of Lenin's wife 
Nadejda Krupskaya, por- 
trayed as a heroic, Soviet 


doing manual labour in 
Moscow's streets and 
parks said she bad no 


“We learned that com- 
munism, then socialism 
would bring everything 
good. But neither social- 
ism, communism , nor 
democracy have made 
things easy,” said the 
woman, who looked far 
older than her 37 years. 




California pageant brings paintings to life 


■ > By Leslie Adler 

LAGUNABEACH, Cali- 
&>nua — The curtain 
rases. The lights brighten, 
revealing a tife-size poster 
atCharHc Chaplin as the 
tittle Tramp. A narrator 
pays tribute to the golden 
age of silent movies. Tbe 
music swells. And Charlie 
: Chaplin jumps off the 


California seaside town, 
combines a voice-over 
narration, a live ■ sym- 
phony, live actors and ex- 


tic backdrops to re-create 
works of art, including 
paintings, posters and 


.j-M R is the pageant of the 
h blasters, -■ a * 66-year-old 
presentation of tableaux 

w^ints — a centuries-old 
artir form that literally 
‘ means Eying pictures. 

- - « file pageant of tbe Mas- 
J^-pfe&ented^ for eight 
Jri&k&iieach summer at an 
^Outdoor amphitheatre at 

^jtsseofwe canyons in 

J&&JS fe&esjoe southern 


‘What’s unusual about 
the pageant is that it sort 
of defies 1 categorisation,” 

said Glen Eytcbison, the 
director for the last IS 
years. 

“It doesn’t really want 
to be just theatre. It 

doesn’t want to be just a 
symphony concert. It 

doesn't want to be tab- 
leaux vivants either,” be 
said. . 

' Tbe pageant started in 
1932 as a sideshow to an 
art festival. Since then it 


has evolved from 
sideshow to the main 
event, becoming in- 
creasingly sophisticated — 
with a level of artistic, 
theatrical and technical 
achievement that draws 
visitors from ad over the 
world. 

In addition, the pageant 
creators have honed their 
use of stage lighting in 
order to make its re-cre- 
ated paintings look abso- 
lutely two-dimensional — 
despite its use of live 
models. 

Tableaux vivants date 
back more than 1,000 
years to Nativity scenes 

featuring human andj 

animal figures fashioned 
out of wood and other 

materials. They were de- 
signed to make biblical 


stories meaningful to the 
general public, many of 
whom could not read and 
found visual presentations 
more compelling than oral 
recountings of stories. 

Through the centuries, 
tableuax vivants moved 
from churches to town 
squares, wifi their subject 
matter broadening beyond 
religious scenes to history, 
literature, art and politics. 

When done outdoors 
the tableaux vivants were 
called pageants and were 
often presented much like 
a parade — mounted on 
wagons or floats and 
hauled through the 
streets. 

For many years, the 
pageant of the Masters 
took a tradifiona/ 


approach to the art works 
it chose to reproduce, re- 
lying on old masters, such 
as Michelangelo, Leonar- 
do and Rubens. 

Eytcbison, however , 
has taken the show to new 
heights, broadening the 
material greatly. 

“I found that in order to 
keep it interesting and a 
little less predictable it’s 
been necessary to include 
things like French cabaret 
posters from tbe turn of 
the century,” he said. 

It takes an entire year to 
plan, produce and re- 
hearse die one show that 
is mounted seven nights a 
week for an eight-week 
season . Tbe pageant reties 
heavily on volunteers, in- 
cluding about 150 actors. 

After 15 seasons as the 


pageant director, Eytch- 
ison said he knows instinc- 
tively what art works can 
be reproduced. 

“Here's an example of 
what will kill us, ” he said. 
“My first year here, in 79, 
I put a bunch of paintings 
in a row without breaking 
them up with sculpture. ” 
Now, when scouring 
magazines and auction 

house catalogues he 
knows instantly not only 
what works can be repro- 
duced from a technical 
standpoint, but what will 
form an interesting show. 

Too many paintings 
with tbe same tempo — 

what Eytcbison calls the 
same musical colours — 

make for a boring show. 
One of his challenges is 
variety. 


“ There's an abundance 
of languid lady-by-the - 
lake paintings,” be said. 
“There's a shortage , a 
terrible shortage, of 
aggressive masculine 
paintings that can be used 
to contrast with others.” 
This year's show in- 
cudes an assortment of 
posters from Hollywood's 
silent era, paintings by 
Edward Hopper, Claude 
Monet and Rene Magrit- 
te, as well as sculptures 
from Buddhist temples of 
Japan, a pair of bronze art 
nouveau scones . and a 
sculpture by Frederick 
Remington. As is the 
pageant’s tradition, the 
show closes with Leonar- 
do Da Vinci's The Last 


other tableaux vivants 
produced around the 
world, including one in 
Utah and several in 
Europe. But Eytchison — 
insisting that he is not 
trying to sound arrogant 
and egotistical — said the 
pageant of the Masters 
surpasses them all. 

“ What makes us special 
is that we do it better than 
anyone else on the 
planet,” be said. “We 

have the expertise. We 
have the experience and 
knowledge, and we just do 
it better than anyone 

else. ” 

Those who see tbe 

pageant of the Masters 
know that Eytchison is not 


Supper. 


\ ere are a handful of 


be pageant of the Mm j 
fers runs through Aug. . 
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Jordanian doctor — a pioneer in cryosurgery 


By Roger Signor 
ST. LOUIS Mission — 
Jessie Murray , 78. a re- 
tired Chrysler inspector 
who lives in Pacific, chose 
a controversial way of 
treating his prostate 
cancer- 

instead of having his 
prostate surgically 
e moved, he had it frozen. 

Dr. Abraham S. Hawat- 
meh of St. Louis inserted 
tiny * ‘cryprobes ' ’ in to 
Murray's malignant gland 
last December. The prob- 
es’ tips contained liquid 
nitrogen that cooled his 
gland to 40 degrees below 
zero that should have 
been cold enough to de- 
troy the cancer cells; a 
process that requires 


procedure here in Septem- 
ber 1993. Of the more 
than 100 men who have 
had their prostates frozen 
since then. Dr. Hawatmeb 
has done 62 of the 
cryosurgeries. 

Nationwide. 3.000 men 
have had the new treat- 
ment, which doctors in 
Pitsbury introduced. They 
refined an old cryosurgical 
l I was in and out of the ■‘technique used in the 


freezing the entire pros- 
tate. 

So far , so good; Last 
month, tests showed that 
he was free of cancer, 
Murray said. 

Because of his age and 
heart condition, murray 
said he was glad he had 
the choice between freez- 
ing his prostate or having 
major surgery. 


hospital in less than 
day/' be said. “I had a 
problem with inconti- 
nence at first, but I was 
back to normal in a 
week. ” 

Eight area urologists 
have begun doing 
cryosurgery since Dr. 
Hawatmeb introduced the 


1970s but dropped in the 
1980s because patients 
had too many complica- 
tions. 

The prostate, a chest- 
nut-sized gland at the 
bladder’s neck, produces 
fluid that enhances the 
potency of semen. The 
prostate is prone to can- 


cer. Prostate cancer is 
second only to lung cancer 
in the amount of disease 
the deaths it causes among 
males. 

In the United States. 

132.000 cases of prrostate 
cancer were diagnosed last 
year, and 34,000 more 
men died from it. Missouri 
reported 3,600 new pros- 
tate cancer cases in 1993 
— p/us 750 deaths from 
this form of cancer. 

Most urologists, here, 
however , aren’t sure that 
cryosurgery has been 
tested enough. So they’re 
waiting for more tests to 
prove that it’s effective 
and safe. 

“7 think patients should 
know that when they con- 


sent to cryosurgery for 
prostate cancer, they're 
getting a treatment in 
which the effectiveness 
and safety r isn't known." 
says Dr. Gerald Andriole, 
associate professor of 
urology at Washington 
University Medical 
Centre. 

Even though the centre 
re c e n t / y bought 
cryosurgery equipment, 
doctors there are holding 
off using it until they are 
sure it functions properly, 
he said. Those tests could 
take three or four months, 
he said. 

Proponents of 
cryosurgery believe that it 
will prove as effective as 
complete surgical removal 


of the prostate. They also 
believe it will result in 
fewer complications than 
surgery. It shortens hos- 
pital stays and permits pa- 
tients to return to work 
sooner than standard 
surgery, they say. 

“But prostatectomy — 
or surgical removal of the 
prostate — is still the gold 
standard in treating pros- 
tate cancer ." said Dr. 
Hawatmeh chief of Urolo- 
gy at St. Anthony Medical 
Centre. The hospital paid 
about $500,000 for the 
equipment to do the freez- 
ing procedure. 

Most urologists perform 
prostatectomies only on 
men whose cancer hasn’t 


spread from the prostate, 
Dr. Hawatmeh said. He 
said he applies the same 
rule for cryosurgery. 

“If cryosurgery works , 
fine, " he said. “But if the 
cancer returns, we haven't 
burned our bridges be- 
cause you still have the 
options of refreezing the 
prostate — or offering 
conventional surgery. "He 
said half bis patients get 
conventional surgery. 

The new cryrosurgery 
equipment used by Dr. 
Hawatmeh was developed 
by Dr. Jeffrey K. Cohen 
of A llegheny General 
Hospital in Pittsburgh. 

Early results are prom- 
ising. Dr. Cohen said. In 
200 men whom be treated 


with cryosurgery alone ^ 
or with cryosurgery 
hormone therapy — on 
per cent were free of can. 
■cer two years after 
treatment, be said. 

Dr. Cohen called the 
treatment “a viable op- 
tion” for men who have ■ 

— .Readied age 70. 

— Had unsuccessful 
radiation treatments. 

— Serious medical 
problems that make them 
poor candidates for pros- 
tatectomies. 

But it will take five to IQ 
years to tell whether the 
cryosurgery is curing pros- 
tate cancer. Dr. Hawat- 
meh said — St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 

■ -■ ■ 


Everyday life with a portable heart- machine 


By Michele Bietiy 

Mechanical pumps, which are 
partly implanted in the body and 
partly external, enable those suf- 
fering from serious heart disease 
to wait for a possible human 
organ. In spite of this great tech- 
nological achievement, it is still a 
terrible ordeal for the patients. 
At Henri Mondor Hospital in 
Creteil near Paris, which is one of 
the pioneers in this technique, 
special importance is given to 
care provided for patients wait- 
ing for a transplant. 


PARIS — In his heart 
surgery department. Pro- 
fessor Daniel Loisance 
had gathered together 
people whose lives had 
been saved thanks to a 
human heart transplant, 
but also because a 
machine had enabled 
them to wait for a heart to 
become available. They 
gathered round Francis, 
who had been living with a 
portable artificial half- 
heart. the left ventricle, 
for 20 days already. Ex- 
perience has shown that, 
in most cases . it is enough 
to have a pump take over 
from the left ventricle 
alone, as this is the one 


that is used the most. The 
pump is implanted in the 
abdomen and its miniatu- 
rised controls are con- 
tained in a small case that 
can be carried over the 
shoulder. It was at Henri 
Mondor Hospital that 
such a device was im- 
planted for the first time 
in the world, last March. 
Since then, 23 such de- 
vices have been implanted 
in Europe, and three in 
the United States. If we 
limit ourselves to a scien- 
tific and medical descrip- 
tion, it is difficult to im- 
agine the changes that 
these impressive machines 
(artificial hearts today. 


perhaps artificial livers in 
the near future ) contri- 
bute to medical science. 

Although it is some- 
times difficult to adapt to 
having this machine linked 
up to the human body, 
some people feel definite- 
ly optimistic on seeing Mr. 
Renaud. a peasant in the 
centre of France, always 
ready fora laugh, who was 
the first man to live for 
two months with a port- 
able Novacor. He had a 
heart transplant on May- 
13. alter living with the 
machine for nearly two 
months and today he goes 
about repairing his roof 
and selling his fir-trees. 
There was also a young 
bank manager and Sonia, 
a light-eyed young girl, 
who had survived thanks 
to external ventricles. 

They all want to five 
like normal people now. 
Yet none of them can 
forget that suffering and 
disease are always lonely 
adventures, that, on 
several occasions, they 
wavered between life and 
death and that, at one 
time, they refused to go 
on fighting for their lives. 
Sonia s mother had had to 
remain at her bedside to 
stop her from tearing out 
the tubes linking her up to 
her external heart. The 
young banker remembers 
how suddenly the disease 


had appeared. He thought 
he had simply had an up- 
set stomach and then he 
had the shock of learning 
that his heart had reached 
the end of the road. The 
scientific term was 
idiopathic c a r- 
diomyopathy. which 
means that, suddenly, 
without any apparent 
reason, the heart dilated 
and no longer functioned. 
Then came the time of 
waiting for a donor with 
life being lived at a slower 
and slower pace. They all 
had a feeling of exclusion, 
in spite of the love of their 
families and the warm 
support of the hospital 
staff. “ I want to forget it 
now and to live like ■ any- 
body else ”, the young 
banker firmly asserts. He 
has had no sign of rejec- 
tion and no visible side 
effects. The global statis- 
tics of failures cannot con- 
cern him and it is probably 
true. 

These portable 
machines mean being able 
to leave the intensive care 
unit sooner, moving about 
in the ward, going down to 
buy a newspaper or going 
to the hospital cafeteria. It 
means more than little 
joys. It means being able 
to get back into everyday 
life faster. Even if it relies 
on machines using all the 
resources of knowledge in 
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Waiting fora heart transplant, the lives of many patients are saved by the mechanic- 
al pumps partly implanted in their body 


biology, electronics and 
miniaturisation, medical 
science cares for human 
beings and not for compu- 
ters. Their complete col- 
laboration is needed if 
they are to live. They have 
a pump in place of their 
heart but one can see that 
a heart is not just a mecha- 
nical pump. 

The public marvels at 
the artificial heart which 
replaces a mythical organ. 
Specialists expect even 
more from it. They want it 


to save the life of a patient 
whose condition has de- 
teriorated rapidly and for 
whom no heart donor is 
imm edia tely a va ila ble . 
But they also want to 
shorten their stay in the 
intensive care unit as 
much as possible as it cuts 
the patient off from the 
reality of life. Thus, in the 
space of a few months. 23 
Novacors were implanted 
in Europe. Two patients 
died, six still live with 
their machine and the 






Trace mineral 
may play role in 
AIDS development 


ATLANTA (AP) — A 
hypothesis that the AIDS 
virus slowly depletes the 
body of the trace mineral 
selenium, which it uses to 
erupt into uninfected 
cells, bolsters the notion 
that supplements of the 
nutrient could combat the 
disease. 

The theory by Universi- 
ty of Georgia researchers 
was published in the Jour- 
nal of Medicinal Chemis- 
try. It suggests HIV pro- 
duces proleins that con- 
sume the body's supply of 
selenium. Although the 
proteins and the genes 
that tell them what to do 
have not been found, sci- 
entists are trying to prove 
their existence. 

According to the 
theory. HIV needs sele- 
nium. which presen es the 
elasticity of body tissue 
and slows the aging pro- 
cess. to trigger its growth. 
Once the virus exhausts 
the selenium in an in- 
fected cell, it breaks out in 
search of more, spreading 
the infection to new cells. 

Many AIDS patients 
luck selenium and have 
taken supplements on 
their own. For several 
.rears, a number of resear- 
chers and doctors have en- 
couraged selenium as part 
of the patients' dietary 
supplement. 

It was thought that 


AIDS patients had trouble 
absorbing the nutrient 
from food, but the new 
work suggests another 
reason for the depletion. 

“If this is true, then 
selenium, biochemistry 
may be the key to under- 
standing the control of the 
life cycle of HIV and 
perhaps some of the 
pathology of AIDS. ” said 
Will Taylor, uho headed 
the research team at 
Georgia College of 
Pharmacy. 

He said the length of 
time it takes to deplete the 
body's stores of selenium 
could help account for 
HIV's latency period, 
which can last for years. 

“This suggests thai nut- 
ritional status may be a 
factor in some' HIV- 
positive long-term survi- 
vors.” Dr. Taylor said. 

Although taking sele- 
nium supplements may- 
sound odd. Dr. Tavlor 
said it may work to keep 
the AIDS virus in check. 

"ft ‘s very exciting 
work. “ said Gerhard 
Schrauzer. a biochemist 
and proponent of sele- 
nium supplements at the 
University of California at 
San Diego. “It shows that 
we must look at all aspects 
of the virus ... and treat- 
ments that could include 
simple nutritional 
agents . " 


others waited for an aver- 
age of 50 days before re- 
ceding their heart trans- 
plants. Tw r o issues were 
raised as soon as the artifi- 
cial hearts and total ven- 
tricular assistance became 
operational: Owing to the 
lack of organs, was prior- 
ity going to be given to 
patients on machines? 
Would the health systems 
which are on the verge of 
financial asphyxia be able 
to bear the cost of these 
devices? The first tests 
showed that many patients 
who were on the brink of 
death owing to a sudden 
worsening in their situa- 
tion were not hopeless 
cases. Help from the 
machine is not a desperate 
last effort. So it is perfect- 
ly legitimate for them to 
be allowed to wait for a 
transplant. 

Industrialists are petri- 
fied at the idea of giving 
the figures which are im- 
pressive at first sight. The 
initial investment goes on 
training the medical team 
and this can amount to 

350.000 francs for a dozen 
people if it is carried out in 


the United States. The 
computer which operates 
the ventricle comes to ab- 
out 540,000 francs and the 
ventricle itself, which can- 
not be re-used, costs 

300.000 francs. The rapid 
increase in trials in 
Europe and their favour- 
able results should quickly — 
bring the prices down 
when more machines be- 
come available. Even for 
large hospitals, it is an 
important investment. 
The team at Henri Mon- 
dor was only able to start 
its programme with the 
help of sponsors, a private 
association and by taking 
personal financial risks. 
But if fife has a price , so 
does death. A person 
under cardiogenic shock 
can stay in the intensive 
care unit for up to 17 days 
at an estimated cost of 

197.000 francs. Leaving 
the intensive care unit 
sooner and being given a 
better chance while wait- 
ing for a transplant in a 
stationary condition are 
also savings that can be 
calculated — L ’Actualite 
En France. 
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, Democracy, security, regional cooperation are pillars of peace — - Majaii 
Premier: King’s honesty and openness rallied public support 
behind progress in Jordanian-Israeli track of negotiations 
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Following is the full text of 
the speech Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majaii deli- 
vered at the Los Angeles 
World Affairs Council 
Tuesday 


fl* GIVES me great plea- 
sure to address this august 
gathering at the kind invita- 
tion of your distinguished 
council. The tuning of this 
invitation comes at a stage 
in our lives when for the 
first time a new era of 
peace is dawning upon our 
region of the workL 

Peace is not an accident 
of history; it is a systemic 
and a deliberate process 
which requires the vision of 
architects, the mastery of 
craftsmen and the patience 
of wise men. Without 
laying the proper founda- 
tions and using the proper 
materials, we would end 
with a shaky structure 
which may not withstand 
the first serious test. The 
heritage of war and enmity 
still looms overhead, and it 
cannot be erased by 
euphoric media scenes ana 
warm worlds and hand- 
shakes, in front of clicking 
cameras. It is a serious 
business, and each party 
should present a convincing 
ledger to its people in order 
to show them that peace 
will leave them better off. 
What we are after in Jor- 
dan is a peace that is embo- 
died in a contract among 
generations vowing not to 
resort to war, but spend 
tbeir energies on the crea- 
tion of a better life for all. 

We in Jordan have a 
dream. We believe in it, 
and harness onr will and 
resources for its realisation. 
Jordan has always been a 
party to inter-Arab region- 
al arrangements, always 
fulfilling our duties and re- 
sponsibilities. So it is even 
in the most difficult days 
when our foreign reserves 
dwindled to pocket scrap- 
ping levels, we honoured 
our foreign obligations. It 
is with the same dedication 
that we approach the peace 
undertaking. We want to 
honour our obligations, ful- 
fill our duties, reap our 
benefits and support all of 
these with unwavering poli- 


tical will to ensure its 
permanence and continui- 
ty- 

Jordan became a state in 
1921 under the Hashemite 
dynasty with His Highness 
Prince Abdullah as the 
head of state. As a Hashe- 
mite and a descendant of 
the Prophet, he brought 
the needed legitimacy. As 
an inheritor of, and a sol- 
dier in the Arab Revolt 
initiated five years earlier 
by his father Sharif Hussain 
Bin Ali, Prince Abdullah 
opened Jordan further for 
all Arabs to take part in 
building an Arab Jordan. 

The building of a new 
country based on the fron- 
tier spirit and the ideas of 
democracy and pluralism 
was going on with relent- 
less effort. It was not until 
1946, after the end of 
World War n, that Jordan 
had gained its independ- 
ence from the British and 
became the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 

The fight of unified peo- 
ple against the dearth of 
natural endowment is quite 
an admirable saga. Man- 
versus-land story in Jordan 
is one of hard work and 
tolerance. Until 1948, we 
bad difficulty making ends 
meet. The war between 
Arabs and Israelis in 1948 
brought a shattering 
change. Yet, Jordan’s 
military performance man- 
aged to save the east part of 
Jerusalem from occupa- 
tion. In 1950, the West 
Bank, or the remaining un- 
occupied part of Pales- 
tione, with the exception of 
the Gaza was unified with 
Jordan, as the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. On a 
sad day, in the summer of 
1951, King Abdullah was 
assassinated in A1 Aqsa 
Mosque, the very place 
which he had saved three 
years earlier. 

In 1952, King Hussein, 
17-year-old young, came to 
power. He witnessed one 
shattering shock after the 
other. 

The biggest shock came 
in 1967 when the June war 
of that year led to the 
occupation of the West 
Bank and die forced move- 
ment of (400,000) people to 
the East Bank. In Novem- 
ber of that year, Jordan 


actively participated in the 
drafting of the famous 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 from which the 
current negotiations derive 
their rasion d'etre. 

The shocks of 1973, 1982 
and the second Gulf war of 
1991 put Jordan in the eye 
of the storm. Each war 
brought with it new waves 
of migrants to Jordan, thus 
destabilising the already 
hard-won balance between 
people and resources. 

This fast survey of Jor- 
dan’s history is meant to 
reveal the depth of Jorda- 
nian affinity with the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. We learned 
the hard way that war 
meant destruction and loss 
of human lives. While they 
consumed resources, wars 
also brought added human 
and financial problems. For 
Jordan, every war meant a 
new beginning. To have to 
start a new war once every 
decade since 1921 has been 
a very painful experience. 

Our ceaseless quest for 
peace does not derive its 
strength from purely philo- 
sophical tendencies, but 
from the very depth of life 
and the will to live it until 
the last day. Our story in 
Jordan has been a con- 
tinuous strife to walk the 
critical line that separates 
between survival and de- 
cent living, between cold 
war and regional antagon- 
ism, and between war and 
peace. 

We have been aware of 
the keen need for tranquil- 
ity and the opportunity it 
brings to build wealth 
which can be extended 
from one generation to 
another. The atmosphere 
of uncertainty, which Jor- 
dan has been faring, work- 
ed as an impetus to 
rationalise expectations but 
with short-term emphasis. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein always called for com- 
prehensive peace where all 
the legitimate rights of the 
people in tbe region be 
folly recognised, and the 
relations among countries 
should be based on the 
ideals of mutual respect 
and the right to live in 
peace with secure and rec- 
ognised boundaries. His 
Majesty’s original initiative 
emanated from Resolution 


338, which called on all 
parties to the Middle East 
conflict to resolve their dis- 
putes through negotiations. 
His Majesty called for the 
convening of an interna- 
tional conference with the 
participation of the region- 
al parties and the five 
permanent members of tbe 
Security Council. The 
Geneva conference was 
convened in the early eight- 
ies for a short. period, and 
was eventually disbanded 
when its promise of an 
acceptable solution seemed 
as possible as a blue moon. 

After the second Gulf 
war and the end of the 
East-West cold war, the 
need for peace in the Mid- 


mony and tbe speeches del- 
ivered therein were not im- 
portant for their content. 
However, they helped pro- 
duce clear images of the 
parties involved. The 
Palestinians were not 
viewed as a problem, but as 
a distinct body of human 
beings who have an intrin- 
sic recognisable identity 
which could not be 
ignored. Their presence in 
Madrid, although under 
the Jordanian umbrella, as 
an entrance provision, 
alienated tbe stereotyped 
nation that they were mere- 
ly a bunch of terrorists. The 
euphoria of the Madrid 
conference put everybody, 
with the world at large as a 


Our ceaseless quest for peace does 
not derive its strength from purely 
philosophical tendencies, but from the 
very depth of life and the will to live it 
until the last day. Our story in Jordan 
has been a continuous strife to walk the 
critical line that separates between 
survival and decent living, between 
cold war and regional antagonism, and 
between war and peace. 


die East was viewed as a 
necessity for the region and 
the world community as 
well. The Middle East 
peace was imperative for 
the world's comprehensive 
security, trade flows and oil 
sapplies. Moreover, the 
Gulf war enhanced the 
appetite of the U.N. system 
to activate its peace vision 
for the resolution of prot- 
racted regional problems. 

The sponsors of peace in 
the Middle East, namely 
the United States and Rus- 
sia, mounted a campaign to 
set up a peace-making 
strategy. It was the Bush 
administration which 
spearheaded tbe effort 
through the shuttle trips in 
the region by Mr. Baker 
and his peace team in the 
State Department. After 
eight extensive trips, the 
Madrid invitation was 
formulated and in October 
1991, Madrid witnessed the 
inauguration of a peace 
process. The opening cere- 


Germans wonder about 
secret of Kohl’s success 


DORTMUND, Germany 
— As he rolls towards his 
fourth election victory in a 
row; Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has got Germans 
wondering what the secret 
of his success really is. 

He's no great orator. 
Other leaders are far more 
popular. Public relations 
cliches like “charisma" or 
“sex appeal* 1 hardly spring 
to mind when he steers his 
bulky frame through a 
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neat bilingual pun evoking 
both hefty hamburgers and 
; the idea of Mr. Kohl as a 
.“Citizen King." 

*‘l don't try to 
.' psychoanalyse myself,” the 
confident chancellor told 
# Focus. “I know my weak- 
“«sses and some " of my 
strengths. Others can judge 
the, rest.” 

Elisabeth Noelte- 
Neuiinann, the doyenne of 
German opinion pollsters 
“d a Kohl adviser for 
years, says the chancellor 
has an unusually fine ear for 


what the average German 
thinks. 

“He knows better than 
we do what people think,” 
she said in a recent televi- 
sion discussion analysing 
the Kohl phenomenon. 

“We have a contest to 
guess in advance the annual 
result we’ll get for one 
question we ask every 
month. He played along for 
three years and won all 
three years in a row.” 

For management consul- 
tant Gertrud Hoebler, Mr. 
.Kohl’s rambling speaking 
style and apparent reliance 
on “gut feelings" about 
policies hide a far more 
systematic approach to 
power. 

“A lot of what Kohl does 
is attributed to a ’sixth 
sense* because, like all lead- 
ers, he reveals little about 
how much he really 
knows,” she said. “He has a 
very good memory and an 
un usually perfected net- 
work of contacts." 

His clumsy movements 
and provincial accent, often 
rhe butt of intellectuals’ 
jokes, reassure average 
Germans. 

“Kohl is not a media per- 
sonality, he’s a throw-back, 
a dinosaur, one of the last 
of the great non- 
communicators,” remarked 
Helmut Markwort, editor- 
in-chief of Focus magazine. 

“He’s like a lot of his 
voters in the way be eats 
and the fact be has gone to 
the same place for holidays 
for the past 25 years. He’s 
one of millions, just more 
determined. They don’t 
love him but they trust 
him." 

Behind the reassuring im- 
age. Mr. Kohl ranks as one 
of Germany’s best when it 
comes to cutting deals, pull- 
ing strings and mercilessly 
freezing out rivals within his 

p TSt skill in finding loyal 
staff was such an estab- 
lished fact that one spec- 
tacular flop — his failure 
last year to make arch- 



conservative Steffen Heit- 
mann Germany’s next pres- 
ident — unleashed weeks of 
speculation about a sup- 
posed “twilight of the chan- 
cellor” and his impending 
defeat at the polls. 

Mr. Kohl’s power base is 
his Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU), the Con- 
servative Party he Iras 
headed for 21 years and 
turned into a dense network 

of allies and proteges. 

Convinced the economy 
was coming out of reces- 
sion, Mr. Kohl delivered a 
fighting speech at a con- 
gress in February that 
helped turn the CDU's 
mood from deep gloom to 
optimism. 

Like in 1989, when the 
fall of the Berlin Wall unex- 


pectedly handed him the 
opportunity to unite Ger- 
many. Mr. Kohl has also 
been blessed this year with 
a good portion of luck. 

His campaign has mar- 
ched ahead with hardly a 
hitch while Mr. Scharping. 
a colourless moderate who 
wanted to steal votes from 
the centre, committed 
several tactical gaffs and 
then shifted back towards a 
left-wing alliance. 

Mr. Scharping’s Clinton- 

style campaign for change, 
conceived last year when 

Mr. Kohl’s standing was 
low and unemployment was 


step with the economic re- 
covery and restored confi- 
dence in 1994. 



witness, on die irreversible 
track leading to ultimate 
peace. 

It is almost three years 
since the inauguration of 
the peace negotiations in 
Madrid. We have covered 
since that October 1991. 
date lots of ground, and as 
Robert Frost would say 
“there are still miles to 
go." Progress has been 
achieved on die Palestinian 
track. 

Progress on the Jorda- 
nian track witnessed a 
slow-down after the signa- 
ture of tbe common agenda 
on Sept. 14, 1993 in 
Washington, D.C. Such a 
lull was basically an Israeli 
decision when they insisted 
on violating the common 
agenda insisting that the 
boundary issue could only 
be discussed within the 
framework of a peace trea- 
ty. According to the com- 
mon agenda, the boundary 
issue was among the items 
which once resolved would 


NJOGU-INI, Kenya — In 
misty green African high- 
lands not far from where 
pre-historic man got his 
start, modern man may be 
getting a sneak preview of 
his end. 

Ragged and weary Ke- 
nyan peasants, swinging 
hoes, scattering seed, are 
trying to grow com along 
tbe shoulders of a road, on 
pitiful, arms-width strips of 
rocky earth they hope can 
feed their families. 

There’s too littie good 
land in Kenya and too many 
babies. 

’Seven or eight are usual, 
and some women have been 
having 15 children,” reports 
local nurse Ruth Waihenya. 

Ms. Waihenya has helped 
obtain the first regular sup- 

E lies of contraceptives and 
imily-plannine advice for 
this mountain hamlet. Now 
the women talk about limit- 
ing their babies to three or 
four. 

Multiply Njogu-Ini by 
thousands of dirt-poor vil- 
lages and hundreds of jam- 
packed cities across tbe 
globe, and you have some 
sense' of the grim — and 
accelerating — arithmetic 
facing delegates to next 
week’s International Con- 
ference on Population and 
Development in Cairo. 

The numbers can be 
startling: 

— By doubling since the 
mid-1950s, human popula- 
tion has grown more in just 
the past two generations 
than in all of man’s previous 
years on Earth put 
together. 

— Despite gains made by 
aggressive birth-control 
programmes in China and 
elsewhere, world popula- 
tion, now at 5.7 billion, 
could explode to 12.5 bil- 
lion by the middle of the 
next century. 

— Africa’s population, 
the planet's fastest-grow- 
ing, is projected to leap 
from 700 million to 1.1 bil- 
lion in the next 16 years. 

“Basic resources... are 
being depleted and environ- 
mental pollution is inten- 
sifying, driven by the un- 
precedented growth in hu- 
man numbers,” the world’s 


Dr. Abdul Salam Majaii 

culminate in a peace treaty. 
The Israeli position was 
countered by Jordan in a 
positive manner. We first 
suggested that the resolu- 
tion of the boundary issue 
will be considered by Jor- 
dan as a constructive step 
towards the cultivation of a 
peace treaty. When such a 
proposal was turned down, 
Jordan proposed that both 
countries could sign agree- 
ments on whatever issues 
both parties succeeded in 
resolving in a manner satis- 
factory to both. 

Once the Israelis disco- 
vered that advancement on 
issues of priority to them 
like economic cooperation 
and security measures 
would not be implemented 
in practice without agree- 
ment on boundaries, the 
Israeli position softened 
and progress on the Jorda- 
nian track witnessed in July 
in particular a boost of un- 
imaginable magnitude. Yet 
academic honesty dictates 


me to say that the sluggish- 
ness on other tracks was 
partially responsible for in- 
creased interest in rhe 
Jordanian track. 

Before progress was reg- 
istered on the Jordanian 
track this summer. His 
Majesty King Hussein 
alerted the Jordanian peo- 
ple of what was coming. 
His honesty and openness 
rallied public opinion be- 
hind him on this matter. 
While it was foolish to 
plunge too fast, it was 
equally wrong for Jordan to 
lag behind. His Majesty's 
trip to Washington. D.C. in 
July signalled tbe entrance 
of the Jordan-lsraeli track 
into a’ new era; free of fear 
and myth. The Washington 
Declaration itself was a 
plan of action for the im- 
plementation of a number 
of articles on the common 


Four babies 
per second 
swell world 
population — 
Africa in lead 


readied for Cairo. 

The woman who heads 
the U.N. Population Fund 
says the 1990s are a crucial 
decade because huge num- 
bers of females, babies of 
the fertile ^Os and '80s, will 
be in their own child-bear- 
ing years. 

“Actions of today and 
consistent action over the 
next 10 years can change 
the course and level at 
which populations can sta- 
bilise in the whole world.” 
Nafis Sadik said in New 
York. 

Some specialists, seeing 
what can be done in places 
like Kenya, are hopeful. 

Just a decade ago, this 
country led the world in 
human fertility. The aver- 
age woman was bearing 
eight children. Then the 
national government, with 
U.S. and other aid money, 
began a crash programme. 

Health workers were 
trained in contraceptive 
methods. Trucks took to 
Kenya’s roads carrying 
boxes of contraceptives to 
distant clinics. Family-plan- 
ning agents - went door to 

door. Today. $2 million in 
U.S. aid is spent each year 
just on condoms for Ke- 
nyans. 

Dramatic changes fol- 
lowed: The proportion of 
married women using con- 
traceptives — the pill, in- 


jections. condoms, in- 
trauterine devices — has 
doubled to 33 per cent, and 
the fertility rate has drop- 
ped from eight to 5.4 chil- 
dren per woman. 

Kenya, a nation of 27 
million people headed for 
45 million by the year 2010. 
is an exception in Africa. 
Over the horizon in Ugan- 
da. Malawi, Mali, the fertil- 
ity rate remains over 7. and 
fewer than one in 10 women 
use contraceptives. 

The reasons are many: 
lower education levels, un- 
interested governments, 
higher rates of infant mor- 
tality. a subconscious spur 
to the birth rate. 

“You can’t do this sort of 
thing when your country is 
in turmoil, suffering from 
political instability, from 
drought and famine." said 
S.B.A. Bullutt, director of 
Kenya’s National Council 
for Population and De- 
velopment. 

But even Kenya has a 
long way to go. 

Surveys suggest an addi- 
tional one-third of Kenyan 
women want to limit family 
size, but are not using con- 
traceptives. Getting ser- 
vices to them will require 
more aid money and grea- 
ter efforts to overcome 
male resistance and cultural 
and religious taboos. 

This “unmet need” may 
be most pressing among 


salem and conversed on the 
telephone with the presi- 
dent of Israel. These two 
pioneering actions paved 
the way for direct tele- 
phone linkages and tbe 
opening of serious negotia- 
tions on the use of air space 
by civilian flights. We made 
progress in the bilateral 
talks earlier this month on 
issues like trade with the 
Palestinian territories, . 
tourism, electricity link- 
ages, post and telecom- 
munications, but we are - 
still inching towards the re- 
solution of the substantive 
issues such as boundaries 
and water. 

The peace that we fore- 
see rests on three main 
parameters, the first of 
which is the achievement of 
democracy and respect for 
human rights for all the 
people in the region. Last- 
ing peace is a product of 
the grassroots and they 
should fully identify with its 
gains and pains. The 
second pillar of peace 
should be comprehensive 
scurity, where all people ! 
feel immune and safe from 
the threat of war, atomic y 
fallout, toxic materials, 
poverty and joblessness. 

The third pillar is regional 
cooperation that is based . 
on compatibility of living 
standards and meaningful 
exchange regimes. 

We need the regional cri- 
tical mass where pooling of 
resources can produce the 
needed essential goods of 7 
water, food and energy and 
at the same time enable the 
region to engage in a 
mutually beneficial ex- - 
change with the rest of the - 
world. The spoils of war 
should be outweighed by 
the wealth of peace. We 
cannot continue to squan- 
der our resources on wars; 
which breed further ware, 
hardship and strife. The • 
vicious circle of war leading v 
to poverty and vice versa <- 
should he -.broken and we-.. : : 
/ think the golden, opportun- 
ity made possible transcend V 
whatever small passions we 
may have inherited from 
the legacy of conflict. The 
time is now. The Middle 
East should be in the years 
to come a focal point of ■ 
attraction for the rest of the 
world. 

Kenyans under age 18, who 
are barred from receiving 
contraception services. 

Illegal abortions are be- ■ 
coming commonplace 
among teen-agers in the - - 
slums of Nairobi, Kenya’s 
capital, said sociologist 
Shanyisa Khasiani. 

“We’re burying our 
heads in the sand,” she 
said. 

The Population Council 
wants to lower the age for 
contraception services to 
15. “That would make a 
significant difference in the 
fertility rate,” the council’s 
Joseph Ndambuki said. 

But the government is 
wary of the Roman Cat ho- ' 
lie church, a powerful local 
force that opposes even cur- 
rent family-planning prog- 
rammes. 

If all “unmet needs" 
were met. the Kenyan fer- 
tility rate still would prob- 
ably drop no lower than 
about four children per 
woman, a long way from 
the ultimate goal of two per 
couple, after which a 
population eventually sta- 
bilises. 

To get there, Kenya — 
and dozens of other de- 
veloping nations — must 
undergo a revolution in 
education, and in giving 
women greater economic 
roles and security, and 
more say over reproduc- 
tion. 

The Cairo conference 
will address such themes: 
big boosts in foreign aid for 
family planning, dealing 
with religious objections, 
helping women. 

But in country after 
country, a still greater force 
is limiting family sizes. 

At a clinic here in the 
coffee country north of 
Nairobi, Tabitha Wanjohi, 

30, explained in homely 
terms why she'll have no . 
more. 

“Four is enough," she 
said, and then laughed. 
"Nowadays, with inflation, 
you have to take care. . 
Otherwise, they can go 
naked and hungry.” 

Poverty, overcrowding, 
hard times are combining to 
slow down the species in 
many places, including in 
the planet's most densely 
populated land, in far-off 
South Asia. 
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Israel’s economy I Amendments to income tax law give exemptions to individual 



seen heading for 
lower growth 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— After four years of boom, 
Israel's economy has overhe- 
ated and is headed for lower 
growth and tighter monetary 
policies, businessmen and 
analysts say. 

In the last two weeks, a 
proposed tax on the stock 
market which sent share 
prices plummeting and a hef- 
ty rise in interest rates have 
ruined the party atmosphere 
which started with a huge 
influx of Russian Jews in 

1990. 

Analysts say that immigra- 
tion led annual growth rates 
to around six per cent over 
the last four years, above the 
average in the industrial 
democracies Israel aspires to 
join. 

But now inflation has 
reared its ugly head, doubling 
so far this year to 14 per cent. 
Monetary hawks appear to 
have won over most of the 
government to the view that 
it must be dealt with now to 
prevent a return of the hyper- 
inflation of the 1980s. 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel hinted as such 
when he said Monday's in- 
terest rate rise was only the 
first of a series of austerity 
measures. 

"It was stated in as dear 
terms as possible by the 
Prime Minister and the 
cabinet this week they want 
to see the fight against infla- 
tion raised to a very high 
priority he told Reuters in 
an interview. 

"I therefore feel rather 
more confident now that our 
policies will receive the 
broader backing of the rest of 
policy measures," he added. 

Most analysts predict eco- 
nomic growth over the next 
two years will drop to four 
per cent. 

The Bank of Israel and the 


treasury will present more 
proposals to the cabinet on 
Sunday on how to rein in 
inflation. 

Economists believe these 
will indude controls to cap a 
series of astronomical salary 
rises in the public sector this 
year, and perhaps new reg- 
ulations to stem a flood of 
easy credit with which Israel’s 
private sector has fuelled a 
spending spree. 

"These things just do not 

f hand in hand with single 
git inflation," said 
Jonathan Katz, chief eco- 
nomist at Capital Holdings. 
“Unemployment is so low 
there is already a shortage of 
manpower in some indus- 
tries." 

Mr. Frenkel said the new 
14 per cent rate, a 30-month- 
high, was meant primarily to 
stop inflation rising further 
before bringing it below 10 
per cent late next year. Eco- 
nomists do -not rule out furth- 
er rate rises. 

So far, nobody is talking 
about actual recession. 

But Israel’s economy has 
traditionally been more sus- 
ceptible than most to public 
confidence. 

The announcement last 
week that the government 
planned to tax snare profits 
sent the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change’s index down 10 per 
cent in a day. It has since 
recovered most of the loss 
but traders predict turbu- 
lence in the coming months. 

“There was no issuing of 
new bonds, nobody has got 
money from the public," said 
Zvi Amit, managing director 
of Israel's Chambers of Com- 
merce, criticising the new 
capital gains tax. 

Mr. Katz says the limping 
privatisation process could 
suffer. Even when the market 
was higher, the government 
delayed selling public assets 
to get a good price and has 
only reached about 15 per 
cent of its $4.6 billion target- 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Income Tax De- 
partment Director-General 
Mansour Haddadin told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday 
that amendments to the in- 
come tax law are still being 
debated and that what is 
being published in the Arabic 
newspapers are only thoughts 
and proposals that are not 
final. 

“We (the panel) expect to 
ready the amendments by the 


time parliament recon- 
venes... after approximately 
two months,” Mr. Haddadin 
said. 

According to news carried 
in the Arabic press, the 
amendments include: 


cultural land, livestock and 
poultry farms as well as bee- 
hives from any exemption 
from income tax. 

B) Subjecting profits of 
reinsurance companies to a 


fixed tax. 

O Subjecting profits from 
land and real estate trading to 
the income tax. 

D) Subjecting profits 
generated by companies from 
share trading to the income 
tax. 

E) Exempting the interest 
on treasury bills, develop- 
ment bonds and corporate 
bonds earned by individuals 
from the income tax. 

F) Excluding banks and 


G) Deducting marketing 
expenses, research and de- 
velopment expenditures from 
the tax bracket. 

H) Exempting not more 
than JD 2,000 in annual rent 
or interest paid for a housing 
loan. 

I) Exempting JD 1,200 
annual income for a married 
person and JD 800 for a 
single one. 

J) Exempting 50 per cent 
of salaries, allowances and 
increments on condition that 


‘Commercial diplomacy’ 
pays off for U.S. firms 


Rouble 
falls to 
new low 


SHANGHAI (R) — U-S- 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown’s aggressive trade tac- 
tics are fuelling press critic- 
ism beck home even as “com- 
mercial diplomacy” helps win 
corporate America billions of 
dollars in new Chinese busi- 
ness. 

From lobbying the Chinese 
premier to packaging attrac- 
tive financing, Mr. Brown is 
mobilising the might of gov- 
ernment to help propel the 
U.S. private sector to the 
front of the contracts queue. 

In just four days he has 
announced more than S5 bil- 
lion worth of deals, of which 
at least $2 billion has a direct 
U.S. content. 

“To my knowledge this is 
the largest number of con- 
tracts in terms of value that 
have ever been signed or 
completed during a business 
mission." Mr. Brown said 
Wednesday. 

Yet the tactics are drawing 
some criticism. 

Some say human rights 
have vanished off the U.S. 
agenda in;, the name of pro- 
fits. Others accuse Mr. 
Brown of degrading the Un- 
ited States and its president 
by using his good offices to 
conduct business. 

The Wall Street Journal 
accused Mr. Brown of “com- 
mercial opportunism." 

The New York Times said 


his strategy mirrors “‘con- 
structive engagement," the 
Reagan administration’s fan- 
cy title for conducting busi- 
ness as usual in South 
Africa.’* 

Mr. Brown insists he has 
been “dignified... diploma- 
tic” in his dual role here as 
salesman-statesman. ‘‘I 
would be derelict in my duty 
if I was not a strong and, 
hopefully, effective advo- 
cate.” he said. 

Advocacy is not new — the 
Europeans are considered ex- 
perts — but the U.S. offen- 
sive is a marked shift from 12 
years of Republican rule 
which largely shunned such 
tactics as big, bad govern - 

President George Bush’s 
one major foray, a mission to 
Tokyo with the big three car 
chiefs, culminated in an un- 
fortunate bout of stomach 
problems at a state dinner. 

To the 24 executives 
travelling with Mr. Brown, 
the Democratic offensive is 
therefore manna from 
heaven. 

“Ron Brown is a do-er,” 
said Jimmy Treybig, head of 
Tandem Computer, which 
sealed a new Chinese joint 
venture. “Republican or 
Democrat, everyone on the 
trip is very exxcited because 
commerce is a thousand 
times better than at any time 


in history.” 

Bernard Schwartz — pitch- 
ing for satellite business as 
head of Loral — called the 
mission “an utter departure 
from the last 12 years. This 
administration does not play 
lip service. It is a true suppor- 
ter of American industry and 
they are bringing to bear all 
possible resources.*’ 

Witnessed first hand, the 
strategy works. So, why the 
controversy? 

“There has been some dis- 
comfort. But that’s because a 
number of countries have 
been so very comfortable in 
pursuing similar strategies. 
We are now responding to 
the challenge,” said a senior 
U.S. official. 

It all starts in a Commerce 
Department “war room” that , 
tracks the 100 biggest global I 
projects up for grabs. Gov- 
ernment then joins forces 
with competitive bidder and 
unleashes a campaign of let- 
ter-writing, phone calls, 
embassy visits, even pres- 
idential intervention. 

In short, anything that de- 
livers a competitive edge. 

In talks this week with 
Chinese Premier Li Peng, 
Mr. Brown not only pursued 
the general bilateral agenda, 
he also made specific pitches 
for two leading U.S. corpora- 
tions, said people at the 
meeting. 


Foreign investors disGoUnt PaRistan nuclear fuss 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
International concern about 
Pakistan’s alleged nuclear 
arms programme seems un- 
likely to scare foreign inves- 
tors away from this South 
Asian market of 124 million 
people, businessmen say. 

Former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif’s avowal last 
week that Pakistan is a nuc- 
lear power grabbed head- 
lines, but foreign bankers, 
industrialists and stockbrok- 
ers said it would do little to 
dampen growing foreign in- 
terest in the country. 

“(It) would not affect fore- 
ign investment, mostly going 
to the highly profitable pet- 


rochemical and energy sec- 
tors.” said Younas Khan, 
country manager of Deutsche 
Bank in Pakistan. 

Japan, however, is seeking 
clarification from the govern- 
ment and from Mr. Sharifs 
opposition party before going 


fiscal 1994/95. 

“In providing official de- 
velopment assistance, the 
charter says we must pay full 
attention to countries pro- 
ducing weapons of mass des- 
truction,” a Japanese diplo- 
mat said. Tokyo was con- 
sidering Mr. Sharifs claim 
and government denials, he 


added. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto has denounced the 
opposition leader’s remarks 
as an irresponsible slur on 
Pakistan. 

India has said it would seek 
international action against 
Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions. 
Islamabad says it has no plans 
to make bombs, but needs 
nuclear power to fill an 
energy gap. 

Pakistan imports two- 
thirds of its oil needs and its 
electricity output is about 
2,000 megawatts less than de- 
mand. 

The government* hopes its 
drive to liberalise the eco- 


nomy and privatise state 
firms will bring in a flood of 
private foreign funds, espe- 
cially for energy projects, oil 
and gas exploration, and re- 
fining. Ms. Bhutto said this 
month that the energy sector 
alone was attracting Sll bil- 
lion in foreign investment. 

Yasin Lakhani, president 
of Karachi Stock Exchange 
(KSE). said Mr. Sharifs dis- 
closure caused few ripples in 
the market. The day after his 
speech the share index 
moved up slightly on what 
dealers said was blue chip 
buying by foreign funds. 

“The whole world knows 
of Pakistan's peaceful nuclear 


programme,” Mr. Lakhani 
said. “There has been a mas- 
sive foreign investment in 
Pakistani stocks recently.” 

A KSE official said Tues- 
day that vouchers for 3.0 
billion rupees' (S97.S million) 
worth of shares in the state- 
owned Pakistan Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(PTC) had been heavily over- 
subscribed last month. Re- 
ceipts totalled 19-2 billion 
rupees ($625 million), 86 per 
cent of which were in foreign 
currency. 

It was not dear how many 
vouchers, convertible within 
two years into shares in the 
telecoms company, would go 


to foreigners in the balloting 
of applications next 
Saturday. 

“I personally don’t think 
that Sharifs statement would 
dampen foreign investment." 
said Nasir Ali Shah Bukhari, 
chief executive of Kasb Co., 
handling the PTC voucher 
offer. 

The stakes are consider- 
able. 

Foreign investment in 
Pakistan, exduding remitt- 
ances and the sale of govern- 
ment bonds, rose 47 per cent 
to about $650 million in fiscal 
1993/94 (July/June) from 
$440 million the previous 
year. 




“I don’t expect you to be cheerful 24 
hours a day. Just act excited like a 
poodle whenever I enter the room!” 


the exempted amount does 
not exceed JD 3,600 per 
annum. 

K) Exempting dividends 
and allocation profits which 
companies distribute to indi- 
viduals. 

L) Exempting a family 
head of JD 400 of his annum 
salary for every child or de- 
pendent, up to a maximum of 


M) Scrapping the in^. 
ty education exemptim.^?' 

to the difficulties^^ 

tered in its conader^^ > ' 

N) Exempting medical 
penses incurred inside cto* 
side the Kingdom as a 

of undergoing an operS 
or treatment for an incn&fcu 
illness. 


MOSCOW (R) — The rou- 
ble dropped by two per cent 
against the U.S. dollar to a 
new all-time low Wednesday 
after apparently defying grav- 
ity for more than a week. 

Dealers cited a variety of 
factors to explain the 44- 
point fall to 2,197 on the 
Moscow Interbank Currency 
Exchange (MICEX) from 
2,153 Tuesday. 

Immediately after the ses- 
sion, foe rouble fell even 
lower, to 2,205-207, on the 
interbank market. But it later 
recovered to 2,184-7 on ex- 
pectations that foe central 
bank would intervene to prop 
up the Russian currency. 

"Everybody expects the 
centra] bank to repeat the 
scenario of the two previous 
weeks,” said a trader at a big 
Moscow bank who declined 
to be named. 

The rouble has been 
through a somewhat turbu- 
lent fortnight. 

The market had been ex- 
pecting a sharp fall at the 
beginning of last week. But 
the currency defied expecta- 
tions, rising from the pre- 
vious MICEX low of 2,171 to 
foe dollar on Aug. 22 to 2,151 
a week later. 

Traders said then that the 
rouble's recovery had been 
due to huge central bank 
intervention. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: It is time to lake a new approach to « 
matter that has been puzzling you a long time. There are likely to be 
confusing conditions where finances are concerned wiih another 
earth sign, either Taurus or Capricorn. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Take time to dear op any 
misunderstandings with associates and increase harmony. Ease 
tensions at home which could be quite stressful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A health defect can be alleviated or 
done away with altogether by taking the right treatments now. Be 
wise in your endeavours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Daytime hours are best for putting 
some latent talent to work and making headway with it. Be more 
active and cheerful in your activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You know how to add m 
present income, so get busy and do so. Be sure business affairs are 
running smoothly and to your satisfaction. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Study important papers carefully sd that 

r truly understand their content. Don't leave yourself wide open 
trouble which could be pragmatic. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be more cooperative with 
those you are dealing with and get fine results. Avoid unnecessary 
expenditures of money which is in short supply. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make long-range {dans which 
could give you added security in the future. Use practical sense m all 
your business dealings with experts. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Obtain the data yon need 
to advance in career activities. Get rid of small tasks which impede 
your progress. Use care in motion today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Find better ways of 
gaining personal aims and they are soon yours. The evening can be 
happily shared with your close friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) An outside matter 
could be troublesome, but you can solve it nicely by being more 
objective. Show that you are sincere. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Know your true position 
in financial arrangements and make plans for improvement. Estab- 
lish more order around you for the future. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Plan ways of improving regular 
routines. Care in motion must be exercised now to avoid possible 
accidents while on the highway. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Study the best way to cany through 
with any agreements you have made to insure gerting the best 
results. Find a more up to date system for handling your obligations 
and gaining more efficiency. 

■ ARIES: (March 2110’ April 19). Engage in dvic work you enjoy and 
accomplish a , great* dea£ Takb Yt -‘tpasy-Jonighi and restore la g H f 
energies for the weekend .\ • S 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May '20)' FincPthe right way to advance 
your line of endeavour. A financial expert can give advice for a phn 
you have in mind for your success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be clever and you relieve tendons 
easily and then you can carry through with regular duties inteHigeot- 
ly you have planned to complete. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Plan how to gain more 
respect and prestige in the outside world. Show increased devotion 
to your loved ones in your house. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Schedule your time and activities wefl 
so that you can accomplish more. Enjoy a fine serial activity in the 
evening which is pleasing. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you ge^ vour tasks done 
well and quickly, you can have more time later for ‘the recreational 
activities you desire. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Find the best way to improve 
conditions at home and be more diplomatic with family members. 
Take health treatments for your appearance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make the changes : - 
which will help you get ahead faster in your career. Be n 
supportive of family members within your bouse. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Find a better way 
of handling finances and you can add to your present assets. Strive to 
be more efficient in your activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get busy and gain your 
most cherished aims. An intuitive prompting could be erroneous 
now, so don’t follow iL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Handle those practical 
affairs with skill and accomplish a great deal today. Take no risks in 
money matters which could be disastrous. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Joining with friends 
discussing mutual problems can be helpful in solving them. Handle 
communications wisely and you could get ahead. 

Btrthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazulli 


THE Daily Crossword t 


IV iigi] aaaa 
am iiniS gssa 
lam !■■■■■ hH-., 
amamimm 

lamam aamSaaa 

'■■ummam 
i«h aim am 
lauaaHH aami 



“nun unnir 
nann nann 
nRRrinnrrunnrinnri 
nngH annnu 

ramon 

RPJEgnn qbciiti 
nno nununni 
nnono i 
HREIP Dn net.,... 
iHBBB unnnnci 
annua 
nnH8G„.. nn > n n unci 
nnnon 

nflng EHSHfi 


homemape pasta* 
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Share prices sliding at 
Amman stock market 

By Khaled Zubeidi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Share prices at the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) continued to fall Wednesday after a big drop 
Tuesday triggered by the publication of proposed amend- 
ments to the income tax law. 

Fearing the amendment would encourage capital flight, 
an exodus of major investors and a decrease in investment 
by banks, the climate at the AFM was that of pessimism. 

Managers of some portfolio funds even predicted that 
taxing share profits of companies would lead to a massive 
sefloff that would send share prices tumbling. 

Wednesday trading saw the share price index sliding to 
146 points before recovering a bit and dosing at 147.12 
points. 

Service shares received the highest losses as it retreated 
1,07 per cent. 

At the organised market, a total of 0.89 million shares 
changed hands for a total JD 2.43 million spread over 1267 
contracts. The figures represented a 197%, 118% and 
103% and 103% over the figures of Tuesday- 

Fiaandal shares led the demand as a total of 038 million 
shares were traded m this sector for a JD0.96 million 
volume. The number of contracts stood at 519. 

Prices of financial shares lost 0.85 per cent with the 
sector's price index dosing at 158.1 points. 



India to launch investment, 
export blitz in Arab Gulf states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — In- 
dia will launch a major drive 
this month to boost exports 
to the Middle East and 
attract investmment through 
its economic reforms, fur 
organisers said Tuesday. 

Some 150 Indian com- 
panies will exhibit a wide 
range of products at a show in 
Dubai white more than 23 
experts and b u si n es sm en will 
explain investment opportu- 
nities emerging from the re- 
forms in Imfia. 

“This is the largest and 
most high level event of its 
kind ever to be staged in the 
Middle East,** said Jessica 
Sutherland, general manager 
of the Institute for Interna- 
tional Research (IIR) , which 
is organising the conference. 

“India's recent economic 
programme has opened 
several very attractive win- 
dows of opportunity for Gulf 
investors," she said In a state- 
ment sent to AFP. 

The Sept. 18-20 confer- 
ence, entitled: “Assessing 
Opportunities in India," wifi 
focus on investment in such 
sectors as oil and gas, manu- 
facturing, finance, agricul- 
ture, property and power. 

Organisers said they ex- 
pected thousands of visitors 
to the conference and the 
accompanying exhibition 
from the six-nation Gulf 


Cooperation Council (GCC) 
as well as Iran, and other 
Arab, Asian and African 
countries. 

“Arab businessmen look- 
ing to profit from India’s 
booming market of 890 mil- 
lion people will have the 
opportunity to team from the 
experience of some of the 
subcontinent’s most success- 
ful enterpre nears, 1 ’ Ms. 


Indian officials have often 
urged wealthy GCC nations 
to take advantage of the re- 
forms and set up investment 
ventures. But this is the first 
time New Delhi stages a 
seminar in the region to high- 
light investment opportuni- 
ties. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and tile United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — are 
among the biggest investors 


They are concentrated in 
the West m bank deposits, 
real estate and stocks but 
officials have indicated they 
would look for new markets 
following large losses from 
two major stock market 
crises and sharp fluctuations 
in interest and exchange rates 
of major currencies. 


Economists said the likely 
alternatives were eastern 
Europe and South East Asia, 
where some countries now 
have the fastest growing eco- 
nomies in the world and 
others have embarked on re- 
forms. 

“Indian consumer market, 
poised for unprecedented ex- 
pansion over the next de- 
cades, offer domestic and 
foreign companies enormous 
Opportunities for growth in 
industries," said Sanjeeva 
Aga, manager of the Indian 
firm Blow Plasts. 

“The Indian middle dass, 
estimated at some 200 million 
and growing rapidly, will 
propel the country's consum- 
er industry to a record dou- 
ble-digit growth overthe next 
decade,” added Ms. Aga, 
who will speak at the invest- 
- merit conference at the Dubai 
World Trade Centre. 


The exhibition accompari£* 
ing the seminar is sponsored 
by the Indian Trade Centre/ 
whose director said it woijljj 
attract around 150 compand 
covering machinery, chemic- 
als, medical equipment, elec- 
trical appliances, automobile 
spare parts, home appliance 
and other industrial products. 

Narinder Sehgal said the. 
show and the seminar wgfe' 
part of a govemmeni-spoa^, 
sored campaign to boost ex? . 
ports worldwide. He said qwjf 
other key fairs had beeirj 
organised in the past Jwp* 
months in South Africa and* 
Russia. m J min 

He had no figures for trade’ 
between India and the Cult 
but noted its expons Jtt>. 
Dubai, the region’s main' 
commercial centre, had risen, 
steadily over the past fdujr 
years to reach around $953? 
million in 1993. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesaon on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 


1.7726/36 

1.3321/31 

323286 

5.4125/75 

1588.8/0.3 

100.04/14 

7.7460/60 

6.9242/92 

6.2320/70 

SI. 5350/60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarts 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedbb crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $385.85/386.15 


‘Red Sea Express’ reinstates* 
Aqaba as first port of call oe£ 
leaving Suez Canal 

LONDON (Agencies) — cargo for Iraq, and Jordaniaq' 
The decision to suspend nav- imports are limited by ther 
al monitoring at sea of cargo financial strength of the roar- t ‘ 
for Aqaba, and the appoint- ket, importers will obtain, 


ment of Lloyd’s Register to 
carry out independent inspec- 
tion of cargo in Aqaba port, 
has enabled Red Sea Express 
(RSE) to change the rotation 
of RSE vessels to the usual 
geographical route, with 


first 


of call after leaving 
tbe Suez Canal. 

Tbe previous routing, dur- 
ing the four and a half years 
of naval intervention, en- 
tailed RSE vessels calling 
twice of Hodeidah, Jeddah 
and Port Sudan, and resulted 
in a delay of three or four 
days in the vessels’ rotation. 
The new inspection proce- 
dures will enable Red Sea 
Express to provide a rapid, 
(firect service. to Aqaba, with 
a transit time of 14 days from 
North Europe. 


considerable benefit from th^- 
shorter transit times of RSE! 
vessels and the improved; 
stock management opportun- 
ity they provide. The part- 
ners in Red Sea Express! 
namely CM A, Camel (a sejfrj 
vice of Andrew Weir SKipj* 
ping Limited) and DSR Senaj! 
tor Lines consider that the' 
new inspection procedures 
will enable Aqaba to resum& 
its status as a leading Red Sea,' 
port. ■'".!, ■ 

At the beginning of fh£ 
naval blockade of shipping' 
outside Aqaba, RSE were 
forced to cover their, in- 
creased overheads by impq^ 
ing an inspection surcharge 
on cargo for the port. Thy 
remained in effect until $9Z 
when it was eroded as a result 
of heavy competition fifcm 


Although there is no cargo transhipped through 
change in the embargo on Egypt and_ Saudi Arabia! 



Since then RSE have had to 
no alternative but to shoulder 
the additional cost them- 
selves. 

This situation was not eco- 
nomically viable for RSE. 
Nevertheless, the RSE part- 
ners were determined to core 
tinue their direct service jo 
A qaba despite all the difficult 
ties. - v ; : 

The new Red Sea Express 
service will operate on a 18 1 
11 days frequency and 14/15 
days average transit time to 
Aqaba, and RSE are ccrwfiT 
dent that customers who have 
been transhipping will onae 
again take advantage: 'of 
RSE’s direct service, .with 
maximum security. -r.ff 


Iran defence 
industries . > 

switching _1 

to civilian use - 

NICOSIA (R) — Irair.fiSi 
said almost half the produc- 
tion at- its main defence in- 
dustry enterprise was civilian 
and the ratio was expected-to 
grow to 75 per cent by the 
year 2000. 

Tehran radio quoted, the 
director of the Defence In- 
dustries Organisation as 
saying it began converting to 
civilian production after the 
eight-year Iran-Iraq wax en- 
ded in 1988. 

The director, who was not 
named, said the organisation 
was making "considerable 
profit" from producing steel, 
copper, chemicals, household 
appliances, indust-r^i 
machinery and other goods! 

He gave nc figures but said 
10 pier cent of the profit from 
the civilian operation was de- 
dicated to research in new 
military technology. 

The civilian production 
ratio in the organisation had 
grown from 11 per cent in 
1989 to 45 per cent at present 
and was expected to reach 75 
per cent by the end of Iran’s 
second five-year plan in 
March 2000, the "director 
added. 

The organisation, affiliated 
to the defence ministry, pro- 
duced a range of weapons 
and ammunition inclqdijjg 
short-range missiles, -fielH 
guns and mortars during the 
war with Iraq. - - 

It is separate from weapfan^ 


the different 6ran{ 
ches of the armed fo r£ei 

which are called Seifj 
Sufficiency Jihad (holy war) 
units. | 

In April the Sejfj 
Sufficiency Jihad of Jhi 
ground forces unveiled whaj 
it termed the country’s 1 ffrsj 
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Shocked Schumacher loses 
appeal against 2- race ban 


PARIS (AFP) — World Beneiton . 

championship leader Michael rector Flavio Briatore said. move within one point or tne 


rhumacher said he was "wheile we look forward in leader over tne next two 
.shocked and disappointed" Michael's return at Jerez 10 _ . . .. . 

here Tuesday after his appeal conrinue his pursuit of rhe Tne German an ver said ne 

against a two-race ban was World Championship ritle.” had been given time to make 
thrown out bv a special rri- Schumacher appeared to the points to the appeal court 
jnal. * be on the edge of tears and judges adding: l leave it to 

The German was attemp- had difficulty controlling his you to decide if their decision 

tg to reverse his disqual- voice when he told journalists was right. 


ting to reverse his disqual- 


ification from the British afterwards he 


Asked how the world 


and disappointed", and had championship would nc 
not discussed the matter with velop,' he said, “I 



obeying a black flag during his team because he needed know. 


Michael Schumacher 


Jurgen Klinsmann 


Klinsmann leads Tottenham 
to victory over Ipswich 


the Silveistone race. time 

The Federation Interna- As 

tionale de T Automobile's tend* 

(FIA) court of appeal de- son. I 

cided to uphold the ban im- any 
posed by its World Council need 

July 26. abou' 


time to absord the decision. 


Asked whether he in- conduct tests of his Benetton 


■ the next few days but I 


son. he said: "I will not make said he did not know if he 

any decisions right now. I would now take part. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


He defended his victory i 


Jul7 26.' about a lot of things and Belgium, saying that he be- 

The court rejected Schu- when it is time to make a lieved he had effectively won 

macher's explanation that he decision I will let you know. the race in the opening laps 


Modahl second sample positive 


macher's explanation that he decision I will let you know. the race in the opening laps 

misunderstood the meaning But for the moment nothing when the controversial 

of the black flag, believing it has changed for me.” wooden underbody plate was 


2-1 win over Evcrton to give 
it three wins and a tie from 
four matches. 


Colin Cooper lifted Forest to 
the top of the standings with 
a 61st minute goal to give it 
an unassailable 2-0 lead. 

Forest went ahead through 
an own goal by Andy Hin- 


signified a five-second penal- Two days ago the Germ; 
ty and not an order to car was disqualified five hou 
number five, his Benetton- after celebrating his victory 


Two days ago the German definitely of legal dimen- ! 
as disqualified five hours sions. 


after celebrating his victory in The German had domin- 
the Belgian Grand Prix. 'his ated the race, leading for all 


Ford, to come into the pits. the Belgian Grand Prix. his ated the race, leading for all 

Schumacher will miss the eighth this season, and the bur one of the 44 laps win- 

next two Grand Prix. the race was awarded to his nings with ease from Hill. 

Italian at Monza Sept. 11 and championship rival Damon Finn Mika Hakkinen ■ 


In Tuesday's other Premier 
League match. Leeds beat 
L:\stal Palace 2-1. 

Klinsmann began the move 
he finished for Spurs to take 
the lead on the 15 minute 
mark with a pass to Nick 
Barmby. who found Teddy 
Sheringham. The England 
striker rolied the ball’ low 
across goal and Klinsmann 
dined forward to whip i: into 
ire roof of ihc net. 


chcliffe in the 24th minute. ! the Portuguese, at Estoril Hill of Britain 


(McLaren Peugeot) and 


MONACO (AFP) — English athlete Diane Motors 
second drug sample has tested positive, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) announced here 
Wednesday. The original sample taken after an athletics 
meet in Lisbon June IS reportedly contained an abnonnal 
level of testosterone. A brief announcement by the IAAF 
here said the B sample analysis had “confirmed the data 
obtained in the first, or A analysis.” The use of testoster- 
one carries an automatic four-year ban. Modahl was sent 
home from the Commonwealth Games in Canada last week 
when the result of the first test was announced. 


Paul Rideout gave Everton 
hope when he headed in Vin- 
nv Sam ways' precise cross 
after 68 minutes. 

Teenager Noel Whelan 
scored his third goal in three 
games as Leeds inflicted the 
second home defeat of the ; 
season on Crystal Palace. 

Whelan, 19. was on the 
spot to nod the ball over 
line for ihe 63rd minute win- 


in a statement the Benet- Schumacher's Benetton-Ford 


Race stewards ruled that Dutch driver Jos Verstappen Mohammad AH ill MacaU for award 


utch dnver Jos Verstappen 
the second Benetton-Ford. 
Benetton's problems do 


ton team said it was ”dis- was illegal because a compul- Benetton s problems do 
appointed" at the decision. sor wooden block under the not end with Schumacher's 

TTiough admitting mistakes car had been paired down. failed appeal. They also have 

were made, it "said “the The shallower front of the to answer charges, in Paris 

penalty has been too harsh.” wooden block could theoreti- Sept. 7, of illegally removing 


penalty has been too harsh.” wooden block could theoi 
The team said Finland's JJ cally improve cornering. 
Lehto would replace Schu- Schumacher. 24. in 
macher in his two-race abs- third Grand Prix season. 


filter from their refuelling 


won seven races and leads Benetton driven by Dutch- 


‘We will now concentrate Hill by 21 points. That could 


Anotyher fluent move in- 
volving Andertcn. Barmby 
and Klinsmann ended with 
Dumitrescu diving forward to 
head home the German’s 
cross after 28 minutes. 

Then Andcrtons 3.?ih- 
r.’inute comer »vas I’.caiicc 
b Stuart Netficreott arv 
Kiin^mann pounced io force 
the hnl! in 

Cnns K'worr.ya sparked '. 
late fspwich rally when he 
punished a defensive error to 
make it 3-1. 

A superb overhead kick by 


Grand Prix.” changed dramatically and German Grand Prix July 31. 


Dear. Gordon equalised !0 
minuter after the break for 
PaSi-ce itter David White had 
put Leeds ahead after 17 


South Korea is hopeful over taekwondo dispute 


In division one. Graham 
Ta yin:'- Wolverhampton focr 
2-i e :• W, ford and promoted 
Reeding had a massive 4.1.1 
win over Stoke City. Sear 
McO-.r i ..cored three goals 
in 16 minutes as Oldham 
moved to (he top of the 
standing* with a 3-1 win over 
Nous Counts. 


7 Suitable for diplomatic mission or as ambassador house. 
Consists of three floors, excellent location and super deluxe finishing. 


SEOUL (AFP! — South Ko- 
rean sports officials said 
Wednesday they hoped to 
overcome unexpected obiec- 

get their version of taekwon- 
do accepted for the Sydney 
2CO Olympics. 

“More than 50 per cent of 
the members (o? the Interna- 
tional Olympic Commiiteei 
are tilted* towards the WTF 
(World Taekwondo Federa- 
tion)." WTF Deputy Secret- 
ary General Song Sang-Kuen 


North Korea threw down 
the gauntlet in Paris Tuesday, 
saying that the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
rould adversely affect the 
reunification of the two 
Kerens if it accepted either 
the southern or the northern 
version. 

It said the North's Interna- 
tional Taekwondo Federa- 
tion (ITF). which practises a 
non-contact version of the 
sport, was older than the 


Basement floor : Large hall for parties and servant suite with 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

First floor of a two-floor semi-villa. Has 3 bedrooms. 
2 bathrooms. 2 verandas, central heating, garden. 
Well furnished with telephone and in a conveniant 
location by the 8th Circle. 

If interested, call 865510 


* Wnrf floor : Large Salons with two bathrooms, office, sitting 
room with French fireplace + full kitchen. 


> room with French fireplace+ full kitchen. 

* Second floor : consists of four bedrooms, every room with its 
special bathroom and Jacouzy, wall cupboards with kitchen and 
sitting room with large Terrace. 

” In addition to swimming pool of 6 xl5m, outside yards, large 
garden + Garage fit for four cars with remote control gate + 
suite for guards with bathroom, store + swimming pool 
bathroom. 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 


Two bedrooms sitting room, bathroom, central 
heating, telephone, telephone and Garage. 
Location: Tla'a Al Ali — Wasfi Al Tal Str. (Gardens). 

Please Call: 680600 


WTF and that it had 14 mil- 
lion registered players in 113 
countries. 

Said the North’s Jong Jae- 
Hun: “The two taekwondo 
federations must merge be- 
fore it becomes an interna- 
tional sport.” 

South Korea’s Kim Un- 
Young. who is vice president 
of the IOC, and president of I 
the WTF shot back with sta- 
tistics showing 144 countries 
and 50 million members for 
the WTF. 

“It’s the same old ploy they 
l (the North) use in inter- 
Korean dialogue — saying 
OK let’s play then coming up 
1 with an unreasonable - excuse 
to- stop, and sticking to it. 
blocking any movement,” 
said a frustrated Song. 

Said Kim in Paris Tuesday: 

“I don’t see what politics has 
to do with it.” 

The IOC is scheduled to 
address the issue of whether 
to introduce the ancient Ko- 
rean martial form into the 
games. 

The South Korean bid to 
have taekwondo accepted as 
a games event has dragged on 
fruitlessly for 14-years — 
ever since Seoul pitched to 
have it included in the Seoul 
Olympics in 1988. 


NOTE : Tha building refers to the owner - first degree materials 
used - land area 1100 m2 - building area 1300 m2. It could be 
furnished or unfurnished. 


If interested please call Tel. 632643 


0b ill FAYAD 

automob; 


Tech workshop specialized in Fixing 
# Sliding Roofs 

Cents v Zoslss Automatic & Regular 
Doors & Windows 
# Macing & Replacing Hardtops 
# Upholstery 
For all kinds of vehicles 


C jt / teuS' cffvJe/ 


(.OPENING SOON) 


We are Currently Looking for the Following 
Members to Join our Management Team to Help 
Provide a First-Class Service in our 150 Room 
5 Star Deluxe Hotel. 


O Resident Manager 

□ Sales and Marketing Manager 

□ Food and Beverage Manager 
□Executive Housekeeper 

□ Front Office Manager 
O Chief Engineer 

O Personnel Manager 

□ Purchasing Manager 

Fluency in Arabic and English is Essential. 

Good Terms and Conditions Will be Offered to 
Successful Applicants. 

Only Professionals with Relevant Experience 
Need Apply. 

All Applications w ill be Treated in Confidence 
Please Send C.V. to: 


Hotels Corppany 


P.O.Box 10 Amman - Jordan 


MACAU (AFP) — World boxing legend Mohammad Ali 
arrived here Tuesday to receive a “fighter of the century 
award,” the Lusa news agency reported. The three-time 
world heavyweight champion is scheduled to visit homes 
for the elderly and disabled Thursday, before he receives 
his award Friday, presented by the Concord Entertainment 
and Global Sports Network in conjunction with the U.S. 
National Boxing Association (NBA ), it said. He will leave 
Sunday. His visit comes in connection with an NBA boxing 
bill in Macau Sept. 17. Orgjnally the seven-bout event the 
honour Ali was scheduled for Saturday. The championship 
will feature former heavyweight champion Mike Weaver, 
current NBA heavyweight champion Bill Corrigan, feath- 
erweights Frisco Areolla and Jeroma Coffee, as well as 
China's first professional boxer, Li Houqiang, Lusa said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


ONE-WA 

tr vulnerable. N««nh d»aU. 
NORTH 
* 7 5 3 * 

KQ-J7 


* A K -J T 6 4 3* 9 .* 
- SOLTH 
* K Q .J 4 


red -hf ctrec^e, Anw 

i nkuu.* kir.g and 3 <c oj club.. 

We-i vm-r/acQ -v btMkms ncutii- 

na d*f*nv iw prinapl*. vieldim a 


for both declarer and the delender 


and Ej.‘( hands, study the biddiir’ 
and decide on We*i« be<i chance w 
defeat the contract. 

North -South were one id those 
rare pairs who still play fuur-eard 


with another useless ruff-sluff. lead- 
ing o fourth club. Ease's raff with , 
i he nine forced declarer to overruff 
with the king and Wesi'-s ten of 
spades was promote^ to the setting 


This deal highlight? another win- \ 
ning principle. Don't relax because 
you think you have a useless hand. 
Had East not ruffed both partner's 
club lead*, the setting tramp trick 


The American Women of Amman) 

will hold their monthly general meeting on 

Monday, September 5, 

From 4:00 — 6:00 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel. 


Furnished Apartment For Kent 

1 cf FlniTT 


Furnished apartment for rent with a garden, Tel. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, kitchen. 2 bath- 
rooms. Location: Al Rabia-near the Chinese Embas- 
sy. 

Please call 602547 - 684049 , Amman 


FLAT TO LET 

Three bedrooms, two big salons, with 
dining room, three bathrooms. Fourth 
Circle, beginning of Bou Mediane 
Street, opposite Katamoun Supermar- 
ket. 

Telephone 646424 


When preparing to visit or tour Jordan:T ry -ftrina 


The More 

The More You Know! 



apartment fo 
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Graf wins, McNeil loses at U.S. Opei 


Britain’s 110-m hardies star Cohn Jackson as they pose with a pile of chocolate in 
(left) and U.S. tongjumper Mike Powell smile gohtbar-shape at the end of the Berlin athle- 
tics meet Tuesday (AFP photo) 

Jackson and Powell share 
the gold jackpot 


BERLIN (AP) — Hurdler 
Colin Jackson and long jum- 
per Mike Powell split a jack- 
pot of 20 kilogranunes of gold 
Tuesday by winning their 
events at the ISTAF track 
and field meet. 

Jackson ran the fastest 110- 
metre hurdles of the season, 
while Powell won die long 
jump by soaring 8.2 metres to 
claim the richest prize in 
trade and field. 

Jackson, the world cham- 
pion and the world record 
holder from Britain, was 


JAMAL TRADING fr 
MEAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 

Tel: 

688816-681113 


clocked in 13.02 seconds, the 
fastest in the world this year 
after the 13.04 that be ran at 
die European championships 
in Helsinki earner this 
month. 

He was challenged all the 
way by Mark Crear. but had 
enough power to finish half a 
step ahead of the American, 
who clocked 13.07. 

“I didn’t sec him the whole 
race. I never look behind,” 
Jackson said. 'The gold was 
not that important. I wanted 
to have a. good race." 

Mark McKoy. the Olympic 
champion formerly of Cana- 
da who now competed for 
Austria, finished third in 
13.29. 

Americans Dennis Mitch- 
ell and Jon Drummond 
finished 1-2 in the 100- 
metres, edging Olympic and 
world champion Linford 
Christie of Britain. 

The three sprinters were 
running side by side halfway 
into the race, but the Amer- 
icans pulled away in the final 
metres. 

Mitchell, who has beaten 
Christie before, docked 10 
seconds flat, .while. Drum- 
mond, twice winner over 
Christie this season, finished 



Special Offer For Embassies 
And Diplomatic Missions 

Car with diplomatic plates 
Volks Wagen minibus (JOKER), 1984 model, pro- 
vided with all comfort means, four beds, refrigerator, 
gas cooker, sink and closet. With special specifica- 
tions and in excellent condition. 

For information call 628101, Mr. Usama. ' 


FOR SALE 

A Mercedes 190E, 1989 (Duty unpaid) 

Automatic transmission with electric sunroof. Col- 
our Tobacco; with radio and cassette player and 
air-conditioned. The car is in excellent condition. 

Please call tel. 667159 Mr. Khalaf for 
Inspection. The car can be seen in the 
parking lot of the Middle East Hotel — 
Shmeisani. 



DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 

Vast salon, two bedrooms, living room, large kitchen with 
breakfast area, two bathrooms and veranda, with separate 
garage, central heating, telephone. 

Can be rented semi or fully furnished, 
bite rested call telephone 864646 


VILLA FOR RENT 

One floor of a two-floor villa for rent. Three bedrooms, one 
salon and dining room, one sitting room, kitchen, two 
bathrooms, three verandas, ail with central heating and a 
spacious garden. Furnished with fitted carpet, telephone 
and chandeliers. Location: Bayader Wadi Al Sir, near the 
General Intelligence Department, end of Shibri Str. 

Please call 813863 


APARTMENTS TO LET 

?ONE & TWO BEDROOMS” 

* New Apartments 

{ New Furniture & Equipment 
Cleaning Services on Request 
J* 24 HR Security 

S^j S^fe^ ^avAmericanEaibassy/rSweifieli 
'liBustness Person or Diplomat t . 

s&^iab«l0i5tt - 


in 10.01. Christie had to set- 
tle for third in 10.02. 

“You win some, you lose 
some,” Christie said. “If I 
won everything this year it 
would be boring.” 

“I don’t like to say things 
like that, but yes, it’s been a 
long season,” Christie said 
when asked if he was tired. 
He and Jackson arrived here 
after wins at the Common- 
wealth Games in Canada. 

“In the middle where I 
surge and pup away from 
those guys, it didn’t happen. I 
was tight and my string was 
off,” Christie said. 

Mitchell said be experi- 
enced some problems in his 
knee and could not post a 
fester time despite what he 
called “one of my best 
starts.” 

“I’m not where I want to 
be. I want to be running 9.9s, 
not just a 10.0,” Mitchell 
said. 

Crear ran his third person- 
al best in a row. “I wanted to 
win. Colin has been undefe- 
ated all year and I wanted 
him to taste second place.” 

“I have respect for him,” 
.said Crear, whose personal, 
best coming into the season 
was 13.26. 

The ISTAF was the last leg 
of the Golden Four, the track 
meets in Oslo, Zurich, Brus- 
sels and Berlin, which com- 
bine to offer the biggest prize 
m track and field, worth ab- 
out $285,000. 


unicef 


NEW YORK (AP) — What 
a difference a Grand Slam 
makes. 

At Wimbledon in June, 
veteran Lori McNeil pulled 
off the biggest upset of the 
year when she ousted defend- 
ing champion Steffi Graf in a 
first- round match. 

At the U.S. Open Tues- 
day, Graf, the defending 
champion, sped past her 
opening-round foe, while 

McNeil, a Wimbledon semi- 

finalist, fell to Anna Smash- 
nova, playing in only her 
fourth Grand Slam tourna- 
ment — all this year. 

Graf, top-seeded in the 
128-player women’s field but 
troubled by an aching back, 
needed only 45 minutes to 
oust 19-year-old Californian 
Anne Mall, making her debut 
at the National Tennis Cen- 
tre, 6-2, 6-1. 

Smashnova, who had to go 
through qualifying to gain the 
main draw at the Australian 
Open in January, shocked 
McNeil, who is 13th-seeded, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Fifth-seeded Kimiko Date 
easily won her first-round 
match, beating fellow 
Japanese Rika Hiraki 6-0, 
6-2; No. 8 Gabriela Sabatini, 
the 1990 U.S. Open winner, 
defeated Larisa Neiland 64), 

6- 1 and no. 14 Anke Huber 
stopped Irina Spirlea of 
Romania 6-4, 6-2. 

Stefan Edberg, twice the 
men’s champion and seeded 
fifth, brushed past his first- 
round opponent, defeating 
fellow Swede Lars Jonsson 

7- 5, 6-1, 6-1. Another former 
champion from Sweden, 
Mats Wiiander, fell to 
Frenchman Guy Forget 7-5, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Graf said her back began 
hurting her during a tourna- 
ment in San Diego, “and it 
got real bad during Montreal. 
The pain was very strong 
there.” 

She said only rest will cure 
her problem, but refused to 
say when she would be able 
to do that with her busy 
schedule. 

“Fve got to try to play this 
tournament now and play the 
best I can,” and Til have to 
see if I take some time off 
afterwards,” Graf said. 

Sabatini said her game is 
better now than when she 
won this tournament, but 
notes she must be “aggres- 
sive, attacking all the time, 
especially today wirb the way 
that the players are playing. 
They’re hitting the ball so 
hard, and if I don’t hit the 
ball hard. I’m not going to 


It wasn't that long ago, 
1989 to be exact, when Graf 
and fellow German Boris 
Becker sat atop the world of 
tennis, having won both 
Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. Only Graf has a 
chance to win here this year. 

Becker could only come up 
with a long list of excuses 
after losing to Richey Re- 
neberg, a player more accus- 
tomed to success in doubles 
than singles. 

On opening day, which 
didn’t end until shortly after ' 
12:30 a.m. Tuesday, Becker 
and several other seeded 
players were knocked out of 
the year's final Grand Slam 
tournament. 

“They made the court ex- 
tremely slow this year, espe- 
cially centre conn and the 
grandstand, and they 
changed the balls.” Becker 
moaned. “They made them 
very heavy and very soft, and 
that is very bad for my 
game.” 

What was worst for his 
game was the play of Re- 
neberg. 

“Basically the fifth set was 
the best set Fve ever played 
in my life,” Reneberg said 
after upsetting the seventh- 
seeded Becker 6-1, 6-4, 4-6, 
1-6, 7-6 (7-5). “1 had nothing 
to lose. I could go for my 
shots. 

“There was no way I could 
play any better. I was making 
just about everything.” 

It took six match points, 
but Reneberg finally pre- 
vailed. The winning point 
coming on a smash that sent 
the winner's arms skyward 
and Becker packing. 

But he wasn’t the only one 
ousted. 

Markus Zoecke of Ger- 
many ousted No. 2 Goran 
Ivanisevic 6-2, 7-5, 3-6. 7-5 in 
the men’s singles, while Gigj 
Fernandez, a Wimbledon 
semifinalist in July, bumped 
no. 12 Sabine Hack of Ger- 
many from the 128-player 
women’s field. And loth- 
seeded Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic withdrew 
from the tournament with a 
pulled groin muscle. 

Not every seeded player 
had problems Monday, 
however. 

Among the men, no. 3 
Sergi Bruguera stopped 
Bryan Shelton 64), 6-2, 7-5; 
no. 6 Michael Chang defe- 
ated Andrei Cherkasov- 6-4, 

6- 2, 6-2; no. 12 Wayne Fer- 
reira ousted Wade McGuire 

7- 5, 6-2, 6-2, and no. 13 
Thomas Muster beat Daniele 
Musa 6-3, 6-2, 6-0. 
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Sweden’s Stefan Edberg serves against fellow their first-round match at the U.S. Open (AFP 
countryman Lars Jonsson Tuesday during photo) 

McEnroe puts his head | 
on the line at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — When Richard Kra- 
jicek was up 6-0 in the fourth-set tiebreak — 
meaning six match points for Knjicek over 
fellow Dutchman Jan Siemerink — USA 
Network commentator John McEnroe put his 
head on the line. 

“If he comes back from here I’ll stand on 
my head during the Courier-Krickstein 
match. HI call it upside down,” McEnroe 
said. 

McEnroe’s tennis talents are well 
documented. Now he was about to test his 
gymnastic abilities. 

Krajicek, who eventually won the first- 
round match 7-6 (7-2), 6-4, 6-7 (2-7), 6-7 
(8-10), 6-4) in 3 hours, 41 minutes, squan- 
dered seven match points in the fourth-set 
tiebreak. 

When Krajicek had his seventh match point 
in the fourth set, McEnroe put aside his 
supposedly impartial journalistic ethics, stat- 
ing, “I don’t know who wants this more, 
Richard or me.” 

After Krajicek lost the fourth set, McEn- 
roe’s sidekick, British announcer David Mer- 
cer, started to needle McEnroe about his 
upcoming headstand stint. 

McEnroe tried to hedge his bet, insisting 
that when he said “this” he meant Krajicek 
winningohe match, but not necessarily in that 
exciting fourth-set tiebreak. 

Sad seed story: Being top seed at the U.S. 
Open doesn't mean Pete Sampras can expect 
to have his name engraved on the winner’s 
trophy. 

The defending champion has been nursing 
an ankle injury since competing in the Davis 
Cup against the Netherlands in early July. 

Sampras is malting his first appearance as 
the No. 1 seed at the open, and in the last 26 
years, the top seed has won the title only 
seven times. 


Ivan Lendl was the last No. 1 seed in the,; 
men’s draw to win the tide and that was back 
in 1987 when he did it for the second straight 
year. - 

Tne other top seeds who fulfilled them, 
seeding expectations since 1968 are: Rod; 
Laver (1969), Jimmy Connors (1974, 1976); 
and John McEnroe (1981, 1984). 

If Sampras fails to win his first-round match, 
against South Africa's Kevin Ullyett. . he 
would be the third top seed since the open era- 
began in 1968 to be upset in an opening- 
match. 

In 1971, top seed John Newcombe lost ire 
four sets to Jan Koties in the first round. Ip. 
1990, top seed Stefan Edberg lest to Alexan-,. 
der Volkov in three sets. 

Playing for pleasure: Losing in the first rouzi^L 
of the U.S. Open hasn't discouraged Mat&i 
Wiiander from wanting to play tennis. - , 

“I wanted to play this whole year aml.f? 
want to play all next year," Wiiander said, 
after his loss to Guy Forget on Tuesday.. 
“That’s a long time for me right now to decide 
that I really want to play another year 
Wiiander, the U.S. Open champion ;Jri> 
1988, a year when he attained the No’.; 
ranking, is currently enthused about tepbis>t 
But after reaching the apex; WUandeg|p«i(fc| 
himself at crossroads — the top player'rtithcCv 
world without a strong desire to play." 

But in April 1993, after a 214-year sabbatit- lr 
al, Wiiander had a resurgence of interest. > 
The 30-year-old Swede, who lives in Green- -* 
wicb. Conn., with his wife Sonya, daughter > 
Emma and a new baby due any day. has had > 
some encouraging results this year, reaching;* 
the round of 16 at the Australian Open. ** 
Wiiander says he’s making a comeback > 
because of “pyscho logical reasons" and is just ; 
trying to enjoy himself. 


United Nations Children’s Fund 


The United Nations Children's Fund, seeks qualified Jordanian candidates for the following 
position: 


OPERATIONS OFFICER - NOC 


Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 


Under the direct supervision of the Regional Operations Officer, the Operations Officer will be 
responsible for accounting/finandal control, administrative services and personnel management 
of UNICEF Regional Office, Amman. This will include : approving operational transactions; 
monitoring compliance with all operational systems and procedures; preparing budgets and 
monitoring and controlling budget allotments; arranging for operational facilities from 
government authorities; acquiring of expendable and non-expendable property and maintaining 
control of its utilization and disposal; providing advice on office and residential accommodation; 
providing technical guidance and support to various consultative and advisory committees; 
assisting in the recruitment of new staff, and; participating in salary administration processes. 


Minimum Qualifications: 

Advanced University Degree in Business Administration/Finance Management or related field. 
Minimum five years of progressively responsible experience in office management especially in 
the area of human and financial resource planning and administration. 

Fluency in English and Arabic with strong writing skills. 

Good analytical and negotiation skills. 

Good knowledge and experience in using common computer software (e.g. word processing, 
spreadsheet). 


Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference NO/94-01 to : 

Asst. Admin/ Personnel Officer 
UNICEF Regional Office 
P. O. Box 811721, 

11181 Amman - Jordan 


Qualified women and minorities are encouraged to apply. 

Applications for this position must be received not later than 1 1 September 1994 . 
Acknowledgment will only be sent to short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 


UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 




A LEADING INTERIOR DESIGN COMPANY 
IS OFFERING A PROMISING CAREER TO 


INTERIOR DESIGNERS 


PLEASE PHONE OR SEND US YOUR C.V. 


LAQSkahkiyoun Qj wJI 


Shmeisani P.O.Box. 811764, Amman 11181, Tel. 660997/8 


Kathleen Turner, Dennis 

UNDERCOVER 

~ Shows: 1130, 3:30, 6:15. 


Quaid — In 

BUIES 

8 -JO, 10:30 


SPY HIKMAT 
FAHM1 

Shows: 10;30, 8:30, 6:30, 3:30, 12:30 


CONCOR D I* 
MRS. DOUBTFIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6KB, 8:15, 1030 

CONCORD THEATRE ‘2’ 

Soon...Rabi' Shehab in the com- 
edy: 

“What’s Right, Elewa?" 

Starting of Sep. 7th, 1994 


Presents the political comedy: 


Stamng: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel.: 618274 - 618275 


UtabO Al Maahini Thwtn 


Today & Everyday 

Abu^twwad in social co.ii,, 

“F U WCTWBBP RAtiS" 


With Amal Dabbas 
Every Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

* The play 

Salam Ya Salam 

With Nadera Omran 
Every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwaiti official dismisses Iraqi overtures 

KUWAIT (AP) — Parliament Speaker Ahmed A1 Sad- 
doun has dismissed resent Iraqi overtures for reconciliation 
with the emirate as desperate attempt to end an embargo 
slapped on Iraq four years ago after it invaded Kuwait. Mr. 
Saddoun was quoted Wednesday in die daily A1 Watan as 
saying the Saddam Hussein's regime was “trying to 
misguide the international community and get around 
international resolutions" by suggesting it was ready to 
recognise Kuwait's sovereignty. Kuwait has said it would 
press to keep international sanctions in place until Baghdad 
complied with U.N. Security Council resolutions, especial- 
ly those calling on Iraq to recognise Kuwait’s sovereignty, 
endorse a new border drawn after the 1991 Gulf war and 
release some 620 war prisoners. Kuwaiti newspapers 
splashed on their front pages news freon Cairo that 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has received an Iraqi 
envoy with a message from Saddam that he was willing to 
comply with these resolutions and hold "'reconciliation 
meetings” in the Egyptian capital. A] Watan echoed 
Egyptian press reports that Mr. Mubarak and United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan A1 Nahayan 
were trying to restore relations between Iraq and Gulf 
Arab states. The Kuwaiti foreign ministry declined com- 
ment on the report, but the parliament speaker said that 
while Kuwait “appreciated and welcomed*’ such efforts, it 
was not willing to accept anything less than full compliance 
with all U.N. resolutions. The United Nations will decide 
next month whether to extend or lift the curbs that ban 
most dealings with Iraq. 

Britain to bar Algerian Islamic leader 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain will bar a leader of Algeria’s 
outlawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) from giving a 
lecture here in order not to upset France,which backs the 
Algiers government, the Guardian reported Wednesday. 
Quoting British government sources, the daily said that “to 
avoid an Anglo-French row the authorities intend to refuse 
a visa to Anwar Haddam on grounds of his alleged support 
for terrorism.” Mr. Haddam, a FIS representative for 
Europe and the United States, has been invited to lecture 
on his movement's view of the Algerian crisis to the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs on Sept. 21. Interviewed 
by the Guardian from Washington, Mr. Heddam repeated 
denials that he had joined the Aimed Islamic Group 
(GIA), the most hardline of the Islamic militants battling 
the military-backed government in Algiers. 

Missing Finns reported freed by Kurdish rebels 

ANKARA (R) — Two Finnish tourists, abducted on Aug. 
6 by Kurdish guerrillas, have been released, a 
dose to die separatist Kurdistan Workers’ Pa 
said on Wednesday . The daily Ozgur Ulke said in its late 
edition that 'he pair, the first foreigners seized this year, 
had been freed in Pulmur, in Tunceh province, the same 
region where they were seized at a roadblock in broad 
daylight. 

five Somalians found frozen to death in Arctic 

OSLO (R) — Five Somalians have been found frozen to 
death in Arctic Russia, the Norwegian border commission- 
er said on Wednesday. “The Russians have informed us 
that five Somalians froze to death in December 1992,” Lars 
Finstad told Reuters. He did not know when the bodies 
were found. The five were discovered some 100 kilometres 
east of the Norwegian border, well into Rnssiana territory 
near Titovka. Asylum-seekers and would-be immigrants 
have several times tried to cross the desolate Norwegian- 
Russian border. Norway is the only NATO-member which 
shared a border with Russia. 

Israel wants halt to N. Korea) missile sales to Syria, Inn 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will ask the United States to 
step up efforts to stop North Korean long-range missiles 
exports to Iran and Syria, officials told AFP on Wednes- 
day. The foreign miniary deputy director, Eytan Ben Tzur, 
was scheduled to press the issue with senior U.S. official 
Robert Galloucd when the two meet on Thursday in 
Washington, the officials said. Mr. Gallocd resumes 
negotiations with North Korea next month in Geneva 
following agreement to normalise relations. Israel cut 
secret links with Pyongyang last August under pressure 
from Washington which was trying to force the hardline 
communists to allow international inspection of its nudear 
facilities. In return the American administration pledged to 
work to put an end to missile sales. “The United States 
raised the (missile) issue informally during their last 
meeting with the North Koreans, who totally rejected it,” 
Mr. Ben Tzur told Wednesday's Haaretz newspaper. A 
foreign ministry official indicated to the daily that Israel 
coukl resume contacts with Pyongyang to try to halt the 
missile sales. “If the United States does not honour its 
word. Israel will feel free to act as it seems fit,” be said. 
Israel has no dilomatic relations with North Korea. 

Israel gets 10 U.S. helicopters 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli air force received a 
shipment of 10 U.S. Black Hawk helicopters Tuesday, 
military officials said. The latest model manufactured by 
the firm Sikorasky, the Black Hawks are used for troop 
transport and are also equipped for ground attack. Tbeir 
avoinics will be upgraded in Israel. The helicopters were 
provided through a liquidation of U.S. military stocks. The 
Black Hawk is capable of transporting 12 fuHy equipped 
soldiers or 21 with light equipment. It is armed with two 
7.62 millimeter guns and can carry 16 Hell Fire missiles. 

Arafat orders 22 bodyguards jailed 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat ordered 22 of his bodyguards jailed Wednes- 
day after they opened fire into the air to celebrate a 
wedding at a beachfront hotel. The guards were attendmg 
the wedding of a captain in the special force at the Palestine 
Hotel, with the guests including Mr. Arafat’s sister-in-law 
and other relatives of senior officials, sources in Gaza said. 
Around 10 p.m. Tuesday they opened the windows looking 
out over the beach and let rip with an extended barrage of 
gunfire, said guests who attended the wedding. An angry 
Arafat issued the arrest order first thing Wednesday 
morning and the officers in charge of the corps began 
rounding up the men and taking them to the central jail. 
The length of the sentences was not immediately available. 

Lebanon remembers Shi’ite imam 

BEIRUT (R) — Shops, banks and businesses dosed in 
most of Lebanon on Wednesday in memory of a revered 
Lebanese Shi’ite deric who vanished in 1978 on an official 
visit to Libya. The shutdown was called by Nabib Beni, 
bead of the mainstream Shi’ite Amal Movement and 
speaker of parliament. Amal is an offchoof of the Move- 
ment of die Deprived, the first Lebanese Shi’ite political 
movement which was founded by Imam Moussa Sadr, the 
vanished cleric, in the early 1970s. Amal and the Beirut 
government have accused Libyan leader Muammar Qadha- 
fi of responsibility for Moussa Sadr's disappearance. Libya 
says he vanished after leaving the country. 

Convicted murderer hanged In Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — A 26-year-old Syrian convicted of 
murder and armed robbery was hanged in Homs, some 200 
kilometres north of Damascus, on Wednesday, security 
sources said. They said Tareq Bin Mohammad A1 Refai 
was convicted of killing Faisal A1 Zaim, a jeweller, in an 
armed robbery against Zahn’s jewellery shop in die city on 
Feb. 4. | p ~ i.. n - ^T| 

T JyiiJ | yu-a I J 


Israel bars Shaath 
from Ibrahimi mosque 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — Israeli troops 
prevented PLO Cooperation 
Minister Nabil Shaath from 
entering Hebron’s massacre 
mosque on Wednesday amid 
a depute over plans to sepa- 
rate Jews and Muslims at the 
shrine, correspondents said. 

He failed to get past a 
military roadblock a day after 
Israeli MPs toured the Tomb 
of the Patriarchs which is 
undergoing alterations to try 
to prevent a repetition of the 
Feb. 25 slaughter of mor- 
than 29 Muslims by a Jewish 
settler. 

Mr. Shaath told reporters 
that Palestinians would not 
accept Israeli plans to allot 
one ara for Jews and another 
for Muslims. 

“It’s a purely Muslim mos- 
que. There is nothing inside 
for the Jews,” he said. “But 
anyone can visit outside Mus- 
lim prayer times.” 

Visiting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa also criti- 
cised the Israeli plans. 

“I support the Palestinian 
proposal. It's a wrong step 
that the Israelis have taken 
and we are going to discuss 
that,” he said after praying at 
AJ Aqsa mosque in Jeru- 
salem. 

Dr. Shaath toured Hebron 
hotspots, induidng Jewish 
strongholds, with Mayor 
Mustafa Natche after arriving 
unannounced from Gaza 
City. 

His visit came a day after 
the Palestinian Authority 
announced it would protest 
to the U.N. Security Council 
over Israel's “carve-up” in 


the mosque. 

“Israel has turned the mos- 
que into a ghetto," Dr. 
Shaath charged. 

The Arab press has re- 
ported that the mosque 
would be reopened next 
week, which officials have 
denied, with most of the 
space given over to the Jews. 

The complex has been 
closed since the massacre and 
the Israeli MPs said the build- 


Israet has ordered altera- 
tions in line with inquiry re- 
commendations to put in 
closed circuit cameras, sepa- 
rate entrances and prayer 
halls for Jews and Muslims. 

Mayor Natche called Tues- 
day for Jews to be prevented 
from praying in the tomb 
which Jews were allowed to 
enter for the first time after 
Israel captured the West 
Bank in 1967. 

According to tbe Bible 
God made a covenant in 
Hebron with Abraham as 
father of the chosen people. 
When he died be was buried 
alongside his wife m a cave 
there and later joined by 
their son Isaac and his son 
Jacob. 

Jews and Muslims believe 
the fortress-like tomb, first 
constructed by Herod tbe 
Great around 20 BC, is built 
over the cave. 

The complex had been a 
mosque since the Arab con- 
quest of the Holy Land in 
638, apart from the Crusader 
period between 1100 and 
1260. 


Pakistan snubs Israel 
over Bhutto visit 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Pakistan Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto has decided not to 
reschedule an aborted visit to 
tbe Gaza Strip, despite Israel’s 
derision to authorise the trip 
after three days of wrangling, 
officials said Wednesday. 

“We do not recognise Israeli 
authority in the occupied terri- 
tories. So we do not need their 
permission,” a foreign office 
spokesman said. 

“Bhutto has called off the 
visit and, therefore, she is not 
going,” he said. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) head Yasser 
Arafat issued an invitation to 
Ms. Bhutto to visit Gaza after 
Israel granted the Palestinians 
autonomy in the region. 

In Tel Aviv, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, trying 
to defuse tbe diplomatic flap 
with Pakistan, gave bis permis- 
sion on Wednesday for Ms. 
Bhutto to visit Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin had previously 
said the “lady from Pakistan” 
bad to be taught some manners 
after sbe announced sbe would 
go to Gaza on September 4 
without approval by Israel, 
which still controls access to 
tiie strip. 

But in a compromise 
reached with Egypt’s help, the 
Pakistani prime minister will 
be able to enter Gaza by air 
from Egypt without having to 
deal personally with Israel’,” 
Mr. Rabin said after talks with 
visiting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

“She declares. ‘I don’t want 
to see any Israeli. I don’t recog- 
nise Israd',” Mr. Rabin told a 
meeting of legislators from bis 
Labour Party. 

“She could have done what 


was proposed yesterday — and 
I allowed it — that Egypt give 
us her passport and those of! 
her entourage. 

“We will sign an entry per- 
mit for her. She will fly in 
Egypt in a plane and will land 
in Gaza, and I hope she wDl 
speak with the Palestinians ab- 
out tbe problems of the Palesti- 
nians and not deal with Israel,” 
he said. 

An Israeli official said Rabin 
thanked Musa for helping to 
reach the compromise. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres subsequently said 
he told Mr. Arafat that Israel 
had changed its position, and 
agreed to Ms. Bhutto's visit. 

Mr. Peres said be had told 
Mr. Arafat that “we had no 
wish to damage the peace pro- 
cess or tbe Palestinian Author- 
ity. The problem was not 
Madame Bhutto but the proce- 
dure." 

Ms. Bhutto had planned to 
visit Gaza during her Sept. 4-6] 
trip to Egypt to attend the 
U.N. World Population con- 
ference. 

Israel authorities on Sunday 
stopped Pakistan's ambassador 
to Tonis, T.K. Khan, from 
crossing into Gaza to prepare 
for Ms. Bhutto's visit. 

A foreign office spokesman 
here said in reference to Israel 
that: “It does not behoove 
someone who is in illegal 
occupation of another people's 
land to display such arro- 
gance.” 

“Pakistan does not recognise] 
that Israel has any authority in 
the occupied territories. 
Therefore, we do not need any] 
permission from Israel to go to| 
Gaza," be said. 


Rabin threatens halt to 
authority transfer 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinians have killed 11 
Israelis since the autonomy 
went into effect in tiie Gaza 
Strip and Jericho on May 18. 

Many of the suspected 
assailants have escaped into 
the autonomous zones, but 
no charges have been filed. 
The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, or Hamas, 
claimed responsibility for 
most of the attacks. 

Israelis were especially 
angered by the death of two 
construction workere last Fri- 
day which took place inside 
the country’s borders. 

That put even the staunch- 
est peace advocates in tbe 
government like Mr. Sarid on 
tiie defensive. 

“If terrorism continues 
without a feeling that some- 
thing is being done to control 
it, it could also make matters 
explode." said Mr. Sarid, re- 
ferring to the peace talks. 

The violence added to a 
popularity squeeze already 
felt by Mr. Rabin's two-year- 
old cabinet Last week a poll 
in the Yedioth Ahronoth dai- 
ly showed Mr. Rabin’s 
approval rating bad dropped 
to 45 per cent, only one pmnt 
ahead of his main right-wing 
rival, Benjamin Netanyahu. 

In a speoal parliament de- 
bate Wednesday on the vio- 


lence, opposition Likud 
member Moshe Katsav 
charged that the continued 
moves to widen autonomy 
were “incomprehensible” 
given the PLO’s failure to 
crackdown on Hamas. 

“Instead of arresting and 
bringing them to justice, they 
find shelter in the autonomy 
that the government of Israel 
gave the PLO,” Mr. Katsav 
said. 

Mr. Rabin, addressing 
Labour Party legislators, de- 
manded a Palestinian crack 
down on Hamas. 

“We demand that (the 
Palestinians) assume their re- 
sponsibilities,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

“We supply information, 
and they know they are not 
doing as much as they can," 
he added. “If they don’t take 
and tenor continues 
n’t make a special 
effort, it will weigh heavily on 
tbe process.” 

Israel this week transferred 
education authorities in the 
West Bank to the Paelsti- 
nians, the first extension of 
Palestinian authority outside 
Gaza and Jericho. 

The next round of talks in 
mid-September is supposed 
to focus on the timing for the 
other authorities to be trans- 
ferred- 



Egypt, Israel remain 
divided over nuclear 
weapons, peace with Syria 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Egyp- 
tian foreign Minister Amr 
Musa ended Wednesday a 
two-day visit here openly dif- 
fering with Israel over nuc- 
lear arms control in tbe re- 
gion and peace with Syria. 

Mr. Musa opposed state- 
ments by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
both issues, but he kept the 
door open and pledged furth- 
er talks. 

“I would say the oppo- 
site,” Mr. Musa told repor- 
ters, after Mr. Peres said 
peace must first be estab- 
lished in the Middle East 
before Israel could content- 

S late signing the nuclear 
on- Proliferation Treaty. 
“We cannot achieve peace 
without arms control, which 
would contribute to tbe re- 
gion with better security," 
answered Mr. Musa, tbe first 
Egyptian foreign minister to 
pay an official visit to Israel 
since a peace treaty was 
signed in 1979. 

He tore down Mr. Peres’s 
example of being unable ' to 
build the second floor of a 
bouse without a ground floor 
buih on peace. 

“The logic of Mr. Peres of 
how to buDd a house... we 
can build the whole house 
and then fill it in," he said. 
However, Mr. Musa went 


on, “we shall eventually 
achieve a kind of agreement 
to start launching a regional 
process.” 

Experts from Egypt, which 
has signed the treaty, will 
meet in a month with Israelis 
to continue talks on weapons 
of mass destruction. 

In multilateral arms con- 
trol talks, Egypt has pressed 
Israel to join the treaty in the 
1995 renewal session and 
open its nudear facilities to 
international inspection. 

Foreign reports say Israel 
has developed nudear arms, 
but tbe government's official 
position is that “Israel will 
not be the first to introduce 
nudear arms to the Middle 
East.” 

On conditions for peace 
with Syria, Mr. Peres reiter- 
ated Israel’s stand that 
Damascus must commit itself 
to total peace with open bor- 
ders before expecting Israel 
to negotiate a withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Peres said be 
favoured both open and sec- 
ret talks with Syria. 

“The Syrians did not 
agree, neither to tiie first nor 
to the second (talks),” he 
said. 

Mr. Musa has called for 
“all for all.” and urged ferae! 
to withdraw fully from the 
Golan Heights in return for 


full peace with Syria. 

The Egyptian minister had 
talks with Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and also met with 
Palestinian officials in East 
Jerusalem on Wednesday. 

He said tbe future of the 
Holy City, winch both Israel 
and tbe Palestinians daim as 
their capitals, remained open 
to negotiation. 

But Mr. Peres took up tbe 
question at the news confer- 
ence, and said “for us Jeru- 
salem is not a question now, 
it is part of Israel and is 
dosed politically but open 


Mr. Musa visited tiie Yad 
Vasbem Holocaust memorial 
in Jerusalem. 

He went with Mr. Peres 
info tiie children’s section de- 
dicated to the hundreds of 
thousands of youngsters 
among the six million Jews 
murdered by the Nazis. 

IBs original programme 
had not induded thg haunt- 
ing hill-top tribute on tiie 
edge of Jerusalem, threaten- 
ing to sour the first official 
visit to Israel by. Cairo's fop 
diplomat since the peace 
treaty. 

Bnt after talks with Peres 
on Tuesday, Mr. Musa 
changed his mind and 
announced he woald be 
pleased to go. 


France deports 20 Algerian 
Islamists to Burkina Faso 


PARIS (R) — -France on 
Wednesday deported to Bur- 
kina Faso 20 of 26 Algerians 
interned in a crackdown on 
Islamists after the killing of 
five French nationals in 
Algiers nearly a month ago, 
officials said. 

The interior ministry, 
announcing the expulsion, 
would not disclose the des- 
tination. But a government 
official who asked not to be 
named said they were on 
their way to the impoverished 
West African country. 

The Algerians had been 
held for up to nearly a month 
at a disused army camp in the 
village of Folembray north- 
east of Paris pending their 
expulsion to a third country. 


“The country of desti na- 
tion having been decided, the 
expulsions were carried out 
today for 20 of tbe 26 people 
under forced residence at 
Folembray,” the interior 
ministry said. 

It said tbe six others would 
remain under surveillance 
“according to the needs of 
public order.” 

The ministry did not say 
who stayed and who went, 
leaving even tbe detainees’ 
lawyers guessing where tbeir 
clients were. 

Officials said moderate 
Paris imam (preacher) Larin 
Kecbat was among those who 
stayed in France. Lawyers 
said shopkeeper Said Magri, 
who was oh a hunger strike to 


protest his innocence, was 
being returned to bis home in 
the northern town of Lille. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua said the expulsions 
were intended as a message 
to Muslim militants m France 
to refrain from political activ- 
ity. 

“I hope tiiis will serve as a 
lesson for those who do not 
want to respect the laws of 
tbe republic and hospitality.” 

The Algerians were taken 
under heavy guard to tbe 
bleak Folembray army camp 
in successive police swoops 
after Muslim guerrillas killed 
three French gendarmes and 
two embassy rtaff in a French 
housing compound in Algiers 
on Aug. 3. 


Peace treaty follows resolution of issues 


■ P*S* 1). 

Jordan, the King said he dis- 
cussed with tbe French leader 
issues of common concern 
and difficulties feeing tbe 
Kingdom noting that Jordan 
had shouldered heavy bur- 
dens throughout the past 
years in view of its closeness 
to the Palestine question and 
the Palestinian people. 

“In view of the changes in 
the region I hope to see 
people feel that we are at fee 
threshold of a new era, en- 
tirely different from that of 
the past," he added. 

Asked about the negotia- 
tions on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks the King 
said that these and other 
issues were discussed and 
“we presented our views,” 
hoping that there will be 
progress on the other tracks. 

“We are dealing with 
Jordanian issues as did the 
Egyptians and the Palesti- 
nians before, and we hope 
that all other parties would 
follow suit so that there will 
be a comprehensive peace,” 
be said. 

Asked whether he ex- 
pected a meeting soon with 
President Hafez Assad of 
Syria, the King said “We 
always meet and we have 
been all tbe time in constant 
contact over matters regard- 


ing the future. I believe that 
Preadent Assad is informed 
of our intentions and our 
moves, and I said at our last 
meeting that he might have a 
longer time frame in mind 
than others, but we have to 
move and be is moving too.” 
He added: “Hopefully we 
will meet shortly because we 
cherish strong brotherly rela- 
tions that would enable ns to 
offer a better service in the 


last night that King L 

discussed with the French 
president Franco-Jordanian 
relations and progress cm the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace track 
as well as the end of the state 
of war with Israel. 

JTV said that the King 
explained that Jordan was 
seeking tiie full implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and tbe restora- 
tion of the Kingdom’s legiti- 
mate rights. 

It said that the King under- 
lined the important role of 
France with regard to the 
Middle East region at this 
crucial stage. 

The French President ex- 
pressed full understanding of 
tbe Jordanian position and 
appreciation, for tbe King’s 
efforts, JTV reported. 

Before meeting with the 

president, the King met vt ui . iu 

French Prime Minister Trade Rftna Khalaf! 


Edouard Balladur. • The 
French premier hosted a 
lunch in the King’s honour 
attended by the official 
Jordanian delegation. 

King Hussein also met with 
tiie French defence minister 
who voiced Fiance's backing 
for Jordan. Tbe minister said 
be instructed Defence Minis- 
try officials to promote bi- 
lateral cooperation in milit- 
ary matters and increase the 
exchange of visits by military 
personnel and military mis* 
sons. 

Hie defence minister ex- 
pressed hope that Jordan and 
France wifi sign a coopera- 
tion treaty before the end of 
1994, noting that France will 
continue to provide all forms 
of aid to the Kingdom. 

Later Wednesday, Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor left for London 
on a private visit accompa- 
nied by Their Royal Highnes- 
ses Prince Hamzeh and 
Prince Hashem, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid and Senator Jama] Nas- 
ser. 

Other members of the de- 
legation included Chief of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the King’s political 
advisor Marwan A1 Qassem, 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal A1 Hassan 
Minister of Industry and 



Man charged with 
threatening to 
kill Clinton 

FALMOUTH, Massachus- 
etts (AFP) — A constructi- 
on worker was charged with 
threatening to kill President 
Bill Clinton after be told a 
ticket agent he was travelling 
to Martha's Vineyard to carry 
out the assassination, police 
said. Gfenn Armstrong, 26. 
of Uxbridge. Massachusetts, 
was taken into custody Mon- 
day at a ferry terminal that 
offers passenger service to 
the island where Mr. Clinton 
and family are vacationing. 
Police said he told a ticket 
agent he needed to kill the 
president. The self-employed 
worker was charged with 
threatening to committ mur- 
der. said Secret Service agent 
Mike Johnston who refused 
to say whether Mr. Arm- 
strong was armed. White 
House spokeswoman Dee 
Dee Myers confirmed the 
arrest of an unnamed man at 
a briefing Tuesday but would 
not comment further. Mr. 
Clinton spent most of Mon- 
day indoors due to bad 
weather apart from going out 
for dinner at the home of 
author William Styron. 

Civil rights 
heroine Parks 
assaulted 

DETROIT, Michigan (AFP) 
— Rosa Parks, whose act of 
defiance on a bus earned her 
the title of “mother of the 
civil rights movement” was 
assaulted in her home Tues- 
day by a man who broke into 
her home, police said. Ms. 
Parks, 81, was treated for 
facial injuries sustained in the 
attack and was later released 
from hospital. She was up- 
stairs in her home during the 
evening when she heard a 
noise downstairs and went to 
investigate, police said. Ms. 
Parks found a man reeking of 
alcohol on the premises. He 
told her someone else had 
knocked down the door and 
that he was there to protect 
her. But he then hit her in the 
face and fled with about $50. 
No arrest had been made by 
late Tuesday. Ms. Parks was 
42 when she challenged the 
repressive U.S. racial seg- 
regation laws of the 1950s by 
refusing to give up her seat 
on a Montgomery, Alabama, 
bus when a white man asked 
her to. An active member of 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Col- 
oured People, Ms. Parks was 
jailed, a measure which trig- 
gered a year-long boycott of 
tiie bus line and the eventual 
desegregation of the buses. 
Her act was an inspiration to 
many others in the civil rights 
•for blacks movement over the 
next two decades. 

Solzhenitsyn 
rejects prize 

MOSCOW (AP) — Alexan- 
der Solzhenitsyn has refused 
a literature prize from a Rus- 
sian nationalist organisation, 
saying other candidates need 
the award more, tbe Komso- 
moiskaya Pravda newspaper 
reported. The Tolstroy prize 
was created in 1992 by mem- 
bers of the nationalist Wri- 
ters’ Union of Russia and the 
Go! os Publishing House. Mr. 
Sulzhenitsyn. who returned 
to his native Russia in May 
after 20 years of exile abroad', 
has tried to step clear of 
political groups since his re- 
turn. Previous Tolstoy Prize 
winners include such activist 
nationalist authors as Vasily 
Belov and Yuri Bondarev, 
but Pyotr Aleshkin, chairman 
of the jury, said contenders 
were not judged on their 
political views. “Solzhenitsyn 
is convinced that the other 
candidates need the prize 
more than he does." said 
Aleshkin. Winners of the 
Tolstoy Prize get 10 million 
rubles ($5,000). 

California State 
Senate allows 
knives in schools 

SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — A bill to allow chil- 
dren of the Sikh religion to 
wear ceremonial daggers to 
school won unanimous pas- 
sage this week in the Califor- 
nia State Senate. The bill, 
passed on a 30-0 vote Mon- 
day. must be signed by the 
California governor before 
becoming law. The daggers, 
known as Kirpans. are prohi- 
bited under state law forbid- 
ding knives with blades lon- 
ger than 2 14 inches (6.3 cen- 
timetres) on school grounds. 
The bill would allow students 
to carry knives that are part 
of a recognised religious 
practice. ' 




